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FEEFHS CONFERENCE IN 
CALGARY, JULY 25 

by Ed Brandt and Walt Rusel 

FEEFHS will hold a regional conference in Calgary, Alberta, 

on Tuesday, July 25, from 9 i-.m. to 4:30 p.m. This is during 

the week of the annual binational convention of the American 

Historical Society of Germans from Russia, but before the 

beginning of the AHSGR programs. 

The conference will be held at the Calgary Multicultural 

Centre, 712 5th St., which is about 4 blocks from the site of 

the AHSGR convention . Because various groups of Germans 

constitute the largest East European ethnic group in Canada 

and because of the AHSGR convention, the FEEFHS 

conference will concentrate on Germans, but there will also be 

some presentations that are relevant for other groups. 

The registration fee is Cdn$ 25 or US$ 20. Since the Centre 

has no facilities for serving meals, a box lunch can be ordered 

for Cdn$ 7 or US $5 .50. Registrations should be sent to Walt 

Rusel, R.R. #2, Cochrane, AB, Canada T0L OWO. 

Please register early, if at all possible, so we will have a more 

accurate idea as to how much room capacity is needed. If we 

get a large number of early registrants, we may be able to 

make arrangements for more room space. However, ifwe get 

a late run of registrations, it is possible that we may not be 

able to accommodate people who register during the last 

several weeks. 

Walt Rusel, FEEFHS 3rd vice president, is the co_nfer~ce 

chair and in charge of local arrangements and regtS
t
rat:1on. 

Jerry Frank, 120 Stradwick Rise, S.W., 600 - Macleod T_r. 

S., Calgary, AB T2J 6A5, is the program chair and~ 

assume responsibility for publicity in Wes~ern Canada. E f 
Brandt, FEEFHS 2nd vice president, will ~e care 

0 

publicity in the United States and assiSt wi
th 

program 

Plao.nin g. 

Ed Brandt ·1 on "East European Genealogical 
w1 l speak 

April 1995 

Resources for All Ethnic Groups" during the lunch hour. 

We have three rooms at our disposal. One will be used for 

book sales and displays, but it is also large enough to 

accommodate presentations. There will be two or three 

simultaneous presentations during each of the other five one­

hour time slots. We are leaving some slots open for possible 

additional speakers or a repetition of popular talks. Speakers 

are coming from throughout Western Canada and from five 

American states. The following presentations are tentatively 

scheduled: 
1) David M. Bickman, "Jewish Emigration to Alberta from 

Ukraine" 
2) George Bowman, "Russian German . Genealogical 

Resources in North Dakota" 
3) Edward R. Brandt, • An Overview of Germanic 

Settlements in Eastern Europe" 
4) Doug Dale, "Bukovina Settlements in Saskatchewan: 

Germans, Romanian, and Ukrainians" 
5) Gerald Frank, "Translating 19th-century Polish Records " 

6) Miriam Hall Hansen, "They Came From Russia and 

Spoke German: The St. Petersburg Lutheran Registers and 

Other Records" 
7) Virginia Less, "Records Pertaining to the Inter-war Soviet 

German Lutheran Refugees Quartered in Harbin, China, 

Pending Travel to the Americas" 
8) Walt Ruse!, "Introduction to Ukrainian Genealogical 

Research" 
9) Alvina Schurr, "Resea.ecti.ig Ancestors in the· Former 

Prussian Eastern Provinces with Connections to the 

Odessa Area" 
10) Evelyn Wolfer, "The Ge~ in Galicia" . 
11) Ewald Wuschke, "Researching Germans from Volbyrua 

and Central Poland• 

The times when each presentation will take place will be 

ublished in the June issue of the FEEFHS Newsletter. 

~ternat ively, you can request this information from Jerry 

Frank or Ed Brandt. 

There will be at least one speaker on Mennonite genealogy, 

but the speaker has not been confirmed yet. A presentation on 

FEEFHS, 3: 1 (April 1995) , p. 1 
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Czech genealogy is possible, but still uncertain. 

Items are solicited for a display of East European maps and 

other pertinent items. Arrangements for book sales are being 

worked out. Authors and publishers should write to Walt 

Ruse! for details. 

We understand that the Radisson Plaza Hotel is reserved 

exclusively for people attending the convention of the 

American Historical Society of germans from Russia. Since 

AHSGR has a genealogy workshop on July 26, you may wish 

to stay in Calgary for another day, even if you had not 

planned to attend the AHSGR convention. Single-day 

registration for the AHSGR convention is $20, but there is an 

extra charge if you wish to hear the luncheon or dinner 

speakers. For further information, send a self-addressed, 

stamped envelope to Martha Nielsen, 2940 Toronto Cres., 

N.W., Calgary, AB TIN 3W5. If you are writing from 

outside Canada, enclose an International (Postal) Reply 

Coupon instead of a using a stamp. 

Besides the Radisson, two other hotels are reasonably close to 

the Calgary Multicultural Centre: 

(1) Delta Bow Valley Hotel, associated with Delta Airlines 

( call l-800--2.58-1133 for reservatiocs), and 

(2) Palliser Hotel ( call 1-403-260-l 220 for reservations) 

FEEFHS CLEVELAND CONVENTION • 
PROCEEDS FULL SPEED AHEAD 

by Ed Brandt and Duncan Gardiner 

The international convention of the Federation of East 

European Family History Societies (FEEFHS) will be held at 

the Holiday Inn, 7230 Engle Rd., Middleburg Heights, OH 

44131, on August 4-5, 1995. There is a shuttle service from 

the Cleveland airport. We are planning to have some. 39 

presentations. 

Most of the speakers have been lined up already, although 

some are still tentative. We expect to have presentations for 

i.."ic1y 1uaJO! East European ethnic and religious group by the 

time the program is complete. There will also be multi-ethnic 

and generic topics. 

Thomas Kent Edlund of the Family History Library will talk 

on "The Current Status of LDS Microfilming in Eastern 

Europe" at the Friday banquet. Dr. John Grabowski of Case 

Western Reserve University will give a slide presentation on 

"Cleveland's East European Ethnic Neighborhoods: An 

Illustrated Tour· at the Saturday luncheon. 

The book sales roo:n will be open Friday and Saturday from 

8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

FEEFHS, 3: 1 (April 1995), p. 2 

Other scheduled presentations are: 

Friday. August 4 

Session 1: 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

(a) Judith R. Frazin, "Climbing Your Family Tree - The 
First Steps: A Family History Workshop for Beginners· 

(b) Charles M. Hall, The Atlantic Bridge to Germarry 

(c) Joseph J . Hornack, "1990 Census Shows Slovak 

Awareness; Putting This Awareness into Networking" 

(d) Robert Ward, PhD, "Southeast European German Groups 

in Greate( Cleveland" 

Session 2: 10:45-11:45 a.m. 

(a) Arlene Rich, "Putting Jewish Families Together Through 

Genealogical Research" 

(b) Ann Sindelar, "Genealogical Holdings of the Western 

Reserve Historical Society" 

(c) Ernest Thode, "Genealogical Resources on Germany and 

Austria" 

(d) Jan Zaleski, A.G . , "Following the Paper Trail to Your 

Ancestral Village in Eastern Europe" 

Session 3: 12 noon - 1: 15 p.m. 

Lunch on your own 

Session 4: 1:30-2:30 p.m. 

(a) Jessie L. Daraska, "Lithuanian Genealogy: American 

Sources 

(b) Judith R. Frazin, "Finding Old Polish Records and 

Unlocking Their Secrets" 

( c) Duncan Gardiner, PhD, C. G. , "Czech and Slovak 

Genealogy" 

(d) Leona Schmidt Janke "East European Migration of 

Germans" 

Session 5: 2:45-3:45 p.m. 

(a) John R. Daraska, "Lithuanian Genealogy: L1thuanian 

Sources" 

(b) Thomas Kent Edlund, "Genealogical Resources for All 

Christian Ethnic Groups in Ukraine and Russia• 

(c) Louis Schonfeld, "Hungarian Jewish Genealogy from 

Aleph to Zet" 

(d) John D. Movius, "Using Computers for East European 

Genealogy" 

Session 6: 4-5 p.m. 

(a) Michael Kopanic, PhD, "Slovak Immigration to the 



-
Cleveland Area" 

(b) Keo Meter, "The Ethnic Composition of the Autro­

Hungarian Empire• 
(c) Maralyn A. Wellauer, "Swiss Genealogy and Eastward 

Migration" 
(d) Jan Zaleski, A.G., "How to Proceed Once You 

Determine Your Ancestral Village in Poland" 

Session 7: 5:45-7: 15 p.m. (official banquet) 

Thomas Kent Edlund, "The Current Status of 

Microfilming in Eastern Europe" 

Session 8: 7:30-9 or 10 p.m. 

John D. Movius, chair: "An Overview of FEEFHS" 

(featuring short presentations by representative of 

organizational members) 

Saturday, August 5 

Section 9: 8: 15-9: 15 a.m. 

(a) Adam S. Eterovich, PhD, "A Gwde to Croatian 
Genealogy" 

(b) Duncan B. Gardiner, PhD, C.G., "Magyar ·and 

Hungarian Genealogy" 
(c) Mark Vasko Bigaouette and Paul Makousky, "Origin and 

Location of Czech and Slovak Settlements in the United 

States" 

(d) Thomas A. Peters, C.G.R.S., "World War I Draft 

Records - No Male Is Exempt" 

Session 10: 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

(a) Patricia A. Eames, "What Researchers Should Know 

When Seeking Information from Archives of the Former 

Soviet Union" 
(b) Clare Ann Gaouette, "Genealogical Sources Available in 

Poland to Aid Polish Rese!uch" 
(c) Michael Kukral, PhD, "East Ew:opeau Boundary 

Changes" 

( d) Albert Peterlin, "Slovenian Genealogy: American Sources 
and Resources" 

Session 11: 10:45-11:45 a.m. 

(a) Thomas Kent Edlund, "Genealogical Resources for 

Croatia and Slovenia" 

(b) Robert J . Paulson and Ken Meter, "Border People" The 

Bohmisch (German-Bohemians) in America" 
(c) Thomas A. Peters, C.G .R.S., "Researching the People 

from 'No Man's Land': The Carpatho-Rusyns of Austria 

Hungary" 

( d) Michael Momryk, "The Russian Consular Records for 
Canada, 1900-1921" 

Session 12: 12 noon - 2 p.m. (official luncheon and brief 
annual meeting) 

John J. Grabowski, PhD, "Cleveland's East European 
Ethnic Neighborhoods: An Illustrated Tour" 
(accompanied by slides) 

Session 13: 2: 15-2: 15 p.m. 

(a) John C. Alleman, "How to Handle 100 Foreign 
Languages on your Computer" 

(b) Clare Ann Gaouette, "Polish Surnames -Their Origins, 
Definitions, and Frequency in Poland" 

(c) Michael Momryk, "Resources at the National Archives 
of can.ad.a for the Study of East European Genealogy" 

(d) Roy J. Rushka, "Family History Research in Western 

Ukraine" 

Session 14: 3:30-4:30 p.m. 

(a) Edward R. Brandt, PhD, A.G., "Genealogical Resources 

of Hungarian Archives for Magyars and Minority 

Groups" 
(b) Paul Makousky and Mark Vasko Bigaouette, "Using 

American Sources to Get Information from the Czech 

Republic and Slovakia" 

(c) AlbertPeterlin, "Slovenian Genealogy: Slovenian Sources 

and Resources" 

(d) Ernest Thode, "Deciphering the Gothic Script" 

Paul Makousky, 7690 Steelpleview Rd., Woodbury, MN 

55125, is in charge of the Book Sales Room. Ten vendor 
tables will be available to members of FEEFHS for USS 25, 

with 10 % of the proceeds going to FEEFHS. 

The remaining tables, if any, will be rented out to non­

members for USS 30. (Hurry up and join FEEFHS if you 

haven't yet! Membership costs only US $15. Dues should be 

sent to A:zra Jojic, Treasurer, P.O. Box 21346, Salt Lake 
City, UT 84121-0346.) 

An effort will be made to provide as much ethnic/religious 

diversity among the book vendors as possible. Otherwise, it's 
first come, first served. 

Both self-publishers and commercial publishers may send their 

books to the hotel, marked for FEEFHS, to arrive during the 

week of the convention. Arrangements will be made for one 

of the vendors to sell your books for you. Although attendance 

is hard to predict, we expect to have more than 200 people 
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with highly di\'erse backgrounds present. 

The registration foe is USS 45 for the convention or USS 30 
for a single day. The Friday evening banquet will cost USS 21 

and the Saturday luncheon USS 17. Both will be buffets, 
giving you a wide range of selections. 

Pre-convention registrations should be mailed to FEEFHS, 

P. 0. Box 501, 1380 W. 117th St., Lakewood, OH 44107. 
Registrations will be accepted during the convention, provided 

space is available. 

A room, whether single, double, or quadruple, costs USS 65 

plus 14.5 % ux, at the convention hotel, provided you reserve 

a room by July 21 in writing or by phone (800) 465-4329 and 

specify that you are attending the FEEFHS convention. The 

hotel has special envelopes available to ensure that you get this 

rate and that it will be credited to FEEFHS, thus reducing the 

cost of conference rooms. Otherwise, the cost is US$ 76 on 

space-available basis. 

Bring your whole family, even if your spouse or children are 

not interested in genealogy. Cleveland offers many tourist 

attractions. A few examples: NASA Lewis Space Center, Pro 

Football of Fame, Polka Hall of Fame, Crawford Auto­

Aviation Museum, Sea World of Ohio (Aurora), Cleveland 

Children's Museum, Lake Erie Cruises, old-world-style 

indoor/outdoor market featuring foods representing a wide 

variety of ethnic groups, African Safari Wildlife Park, and 

numerous musical and athletic events. For further information, 

call the Convention & Visitors Bureau of Greater Cleveland at 
(800) 321-1004. 

About Our Speakers 

[Nore: We have not yet received biographical data from all our 
speakers. More infonnarion about them will be available 

larer.J 

John C. Alleman, FEEFHS Newslerrer editor, is a linguist and 

computer specialist with graduate degrees in linguistics. As i:. 
professional linguist, he translates many languages, including 

Finnish, Hungarian, German, French, Spanish, Swedish, 

Russian, Italian, Esperanto, and other European languages into 

English, is a member of the Finno-Ugric Society, and has 

done research on Silesia. He was employed by the LDS 

Church Translation Department for over 18 years, most of that 

time as manager of its computer systems, which he developed 

to handle over 100 non-English languages. 204 West 300 
North, Salt Lake City, UT 84013-1108. 

Mark Vasko Bigaouette,. a genealogist for 15 years, is the 

founder and president of the Czechoslovak Genealogical 

Society International and a member of other Czech societies 

FEEFHS, 3: 1 (April 1995), p. 4 

in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Nebraska, T~xas and California.~ 

attended the summit meeting ofleaders of the Czech-Amerias 

community at the Czech embassy in 1994, is a voice for the 
Czechoslovak Information Hotline in Minnesota, and baS 

spoken on local TV about travel to the Czech Republic aod 
Slovakia. He has given presentations at the National 
Genealogical Society conference and in Iowa, ArizolJJ. 

California, Nebraska, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Ohio. He is 
also a member of the Irish Genealogical Society. He curreody 
leads genealogical/heritage tours to the Czech Republic and 
Slovakia. 4219 Thornhill Lane, Vadnais Heights, MN 55127. 

Edward R. Brandt, PhD, A.G., 1st vice president of 
FEEFHS, is a Germanic specialist and East Europem 
generalist. He wrote Contents and Addresses of Hungari(IJI 
Archives, with Supplementary Material for Research 04 

German Ancestors from Hungary, a booklet on the Mennoni~ 

in Poland, and articles on Germanic and Polish research, as 
well as on the form.er Soviet Union. He co-authored Germanic 

Genealogy: A Guide to Worldwide Sources and Migration 

Patterns and Where to Look for Your Hard-to-find Gem-.an­

Speaking Ancestors in Eastern Europe. He worked in Europe 

for seven years and lectures on Germanic and East European 
topics, serves as a genealogical consultant, and deciphers and 

translates German Gothic handwriting. 13 - 27th Ave. S.E., 

Minneapolis, MN 55414-3101. 

Jessie L. Daraska, who majored in history at Northwestern 

University, is chairperson of the Immigration History Lnd 

Genealogy Department at the Balzekas Museum ofLithlJaIIU!l 

Culture, has developed the museum's resources for 
genealogical research, and serves as an advisor to 

Lithuanian-American Genealogy Society. She is the crearor 

and director of the Lithuanian Pioneer Project, a historiC'l! 

study of pre-World War I Lithuanian immigrants to the Unittd 

States. The American Library Association has invited her IQ 

speak on the role of national heritage societies in genealogical 

research at its conference in June 1995. 6158 Narragansen. 
Chicago, IL 60638. 

John R. Daraska is a board member of the Lithuanian­

American Genealogy Society , a re~e:u-~ber, and a Lithuanian 

language translator, as well as owner-operator of a general 

aviation services and consulting firm. He was the coordinator 

and co-leader of the first genealogy tour of Lithuania in 
September 1995. To date, he has traveled to Lithuania twice 

to investigate and develop sources for genealogical research. 

6158 Narragansett, Chicago, IL 60638 . 

Patricia A. Eames is a public-affairs specialist in the Office 

of Public Programs of the National Archives and Records 

Administration and coordinator of the Russian-AmeriClll 

Genealogical Archival Service. She led archival-exchang~ 

delegations to Moscow, Minsk, and St. Petersburg, and was 



a speaker at the 1992 International Conference on G~nealogy 
in St. Petersburg. She translates from Russian to English and 
bas been instrumental in helping to open Russian archives to 
genealogical research. RAGS, Box 236, Glen Echo, MD 

20812. 

Thomas Kent Edlund, a cataloger at the Family History 
Library, has authored two books that are being published in 

1995: one on the Evangelical Lutheran church books of the St. 

Petersburg Consistory for 1833-1885, and one on the 
• Ahnenstammkartei" in Leipzig, which includes 2. 7 million 

names. Earlier publications include An Introduction and Index 

to the Gennan Minority Census of 1938. He is cataloging the 
Croatian and Slovenian microfilms at the Family History 
Library. He knows Russian, Latin, Greek, Coptic, and 

Nahuatl (Aztec) . 2233 Carriage Lane, Salt Lake City, UT 
84117-4423. 

Adam S. Eterovich, PhD, is president of the Croatian 
Genealogical and Heraldic Soc.icty and is a leading Croatian­
American genealogist . 2327 San Carlos Ave., San Carlos, CA 

94070-1747. 

Judith R. Frazin, a Spanish teacher, has been a genealogist 

for 25 years. During this time, she has traced parts of her 

paternal family back to 17 45 and has re-established contact 
with several "lost" family branches . She has also give lectures 

and seminars for various Jewish and non-Jewish organizations 

in the Midwest, California, and Ontario. In an effort to help 

other family-history researchers, she has written two editions 

of a guide for translating Polish-language records and 
developed two unique genealogical forms for recording family­

history information. She is past president of the Jewish 

Genealogical Society of Illinois and used to write a 

genealogical column for The Jewish Post and Opinion. P.O. 

Box 637, Northbrook , IL 60065-0637. 

Clare Ann Gaouette has been research Polish-American and 

Polish genealogy, including all three partitions, for 15 years. 
She is past president of the Polish Genealogical Society of 

Wisconsin, former editor of its quarterly Kon.enie, a former 

board member of the Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan, 
and chair of the 1996 United Polish Genealogical Societies 

Conference to be held in Salt Lake City. She has authored 

several articles on Polonia and on the history of Milwaukee, 

which have appeared in the Polish -American Journal and The 

Eaglet. She belongs to quite a few other genealogical and 

Polish-oriented societies, having served as president of 

Polanki, Inc., a Polish women's cultural organization. 7822 
West Wisconsin Ave., Wauwatosa, WI 53213-3420. 

John J. Grabowski, PhD, is director ofresearch and planning 

:lt the Western Reserve Historical Society and formerly 

Curator of Documents there. He is intimately involved with 

sources for ancestral research, is co-editor of the monumental 
Encyclopedia of Cleveland History, and author of Cleveland: 

A Tradition of Reform and a number of articles on Cleveland 
ethnic history. He has taught at Kent State University and 
Cuyahoga Community College. WRHS, 10825 East Blvd, 
Cleveland OH 44106. 

Charles M. Hall is the founding president of FEEFHS and 
author of The Al/antic Bridge to Gennany, now working on 
volume 9 of the series. He is a professional linguist, has 

taught Russian and German at the college level, as well as 
Esperanto, and also knows Latin and Norwegian. He has made 
ten extended research trips to Germany, Austria, Poland, the 

Czech Republic, Slovakia, Croatia, Romania, Slovenia, and 
Ukraine. P.O. Box 21346, Salt Lake City, UT 84121-1346. 

Joseph J. Hornack began genealogy-related work in 1971 and 
made his first visit to Slovakia, where he met relatives, in 
1983. His paternal grandparents immigrated from Krakovany, 
Nitra County. In 1986, Joe founded the Slovakia Surname 

Location Reference Project (SLRP), an effort to link American 

comm.unities to their roots in specific communities in Slovakia 
(computerized data). In 1991, he directed a series of columns 

by volunteer specialists for varicu.s counties to prompt 
networking about North American communities and surnames 

in counties with a concentration of Slovak immigrants. In 
1992, he became the first secretary in the Cleveland-Bratislava 

Sister Cities Program. P. 0. Box 31831, Cleveland, 0 H 

44131-8954. 

Leona Schmidt Janke is a board member of the American 
Historical Society of Germans from Russia and chair of its 

genealogy committee. She grew up in Southwest Michigan, a 

center of immigration for Germans from Volhynia, especially 

from the formerly Polish part. The Journal of the American · 

Historical Society of Germans from Russia has published 
several of her articles on the Volhynian Germans. She has 

done extensive research on this group and amassed a large 

amount of genealogical material. 7938 West VW Ave., 
Schoolcraft, MI 49087. 

Michael Kopanic, jr. , PhlJ, who teaches social sciences at 

Mount Aloysius College, is a versatile scholar and a prolific 
writer. He is primarily a historian, specializing in Eastern and 

East Central Europe, but especially Slovakia, the subject of 

much of his writing. Topics on which he has spoken include 
Slovak-Magyar relations in Austria-Hungary and in Cleveland, 

Slovak-Czech relations in Cleveland, Slovak immigration in 

the Cleveland area, and ethnic relations in northeastern Ohio. 

He is responsible for the Spis County portion of the Slovakia 

Surname Location Reference Project (SLRS). His knowledge 

of Slovak is excellent, . he reads and understands Czech well, 

and reads German, French, and Polish. 20 Maplewood Ave., 
Cresson, PA 16630-1521. 
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~fichael KukraJ, PhD, teaches geogr.iphy at Ohio University. 

Ohio t:niversity, Athens, OH 45701. 

Paul ~lakousl.-y, convention bookstore chair, is a founding 

member and creasurer of the Czechoslovak Genealogical 
Society International and 1w organized four Czechoslovak 

genealogical/cultural conferences in Minnesota, Iowa, and 

\\.-isconsin. His research activities have included trips to the 

Czech archives in Zamrsk and Litomysl, East Bohemia; Brno 

~foravian Provincial Archive); Olomouc and Zlin in 

~foravia; and extensive research for 12 years on Czech 

families who settled just west of Minneapolis. Thus be has 

become a specialist on Czech and Slovak genealogical 

resources and has frequently lectured and written on the 

subject for CGSI, as well as at the 1994 National Genealogical 

Society Conierence. 1690 Steepleview Rd., Woodbury, MN 

55125. 

Ken ~leter, a free-lance writer who used to write for Reuters 

Nc,.;s Smice, teaches at the University of Minnesota and 

Metropolitan State University. He co-authored the first article 

on German-Bohemian emigration to America, published in 

Rocenka, the yearbook of the Czechoslovak Genealogical 

Society International, as well as Border People: The Bohmisch 

(German-Bohemians) in America. He has published several 

historical essays and oral histories, and contributed articles to 

the CGSI newsletter, Nase Rodina. His maternal ancestors 

came form Western Bohemia to Menominee, Michigan, and 

his paternal ancestors from Germany and Alsace. 7415 

Humboldt Ave. S., Richfield, MN 55423. 

;\fichaeJ Momryk, of the Manuscript Division of the National 

Archives of Canada, indexed the records of Czarist consuls in 

Canad.a. which contain information about anyone who might 

j;.ve been involved with the Russian authorities. This would 

include Canadian immigrants who returned to Russia for a 

visit or planned to do so, sent money to relatives through 

official channels, etc. Tne collection is strongest for the World 

War I period. NAC, 395 Wellington St., Ottawa, ON, Canada 
KIA 0M3. 

John D. Movius is a vice-president of FEEFHS and the 

Sacramento German Genealogical Society, compiler of the 

biennial FEEFHS Resource Guide ro Eastern European 

Genealcgy, and a columnist for Der Blumenbaum (one of the 

best German-American journals). He is a Stevens Tech 

graduate engineer and a Stanford-Sloan Executive Fellow. His 

research interests include the Roman and medieval eras, the 

Baltics, former Livonia, the Teutonic Knights, Pomerania, and 

Friuli, and he has done on-site research in Germany, Italy, 

Poland, Austria, and Switzerland. He was written and lectured 

on European university "Matrikel • registers and new computer 

cools for genealogy. P.O. Box 4327, Davis, CA 95617-4327. 
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Robert J. Paulson is the founder of the German-AmericaD 

Heritage Society, co-author of two gooks on Germaa' 

Bohemians: Border People: The Bohmisch (Germati: 
Bohemians) in America and The Gennan-Bohemians: 

Quiet Immigrants, and a frequent contributor to Naie Rodina. 

He h.as spent nearly 20 years researching German-Bohemian 

history, visited Bohemia numerous times, and organized and 
led four genealogical tours to Bohemia. 800 W. Idaho Ave. , 

St. Paul, MN 55117. 

Albert Peterlin was born in the Slovenian coal-mining 

community ofVandline/Forest City, Pennsylvania. He founded 

the Slovenian Genealogical society in 1968 and h.as been its 

president since then. Some of his articles have bee published 

in The Genealogical Helper, The Eaglet, the journal of the 

Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan, and elsewhere. He 
works for the National Weather Service in Silver Spring, 

Maryland, and is a retired lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Air 

Force Reserves. 2018 Springdale Dr., Martinsburg, WV 

25401. 

Thomas A. Peters, C.G.R.S, has been active in New 

Jersey/German/Slavic ancestral research since 1980. He 

specializes in tracing German-American, Slovak-American, 

and Rusyn-American ancestors back to their European 

homeland. He expects t0 concentrate client research on 

Eastern Slovakia and Western Ukraine as Family History 

Library microfilms become available. Knowledge of church 

book German, Latin, Hungarian, Slovak, and Ukrainian 

languages. 59 Tracy Ave., Totowa, NJ 07512-2041. 

Arlene Blank Rich has been the president of the Cleveland 

Jewish Genealogical Society for the past ten years and editor 

of its newsletter, The Cleveland Kol, since it was established 

in 1986. Her genealogical articles have appeared in Toledor 

and Avoraynu, as well as in The Cleveland Jewish News. As 

an advocate of genealogical networking, she bas helped out-of­

towners with Cleveland roots in their research, resulting in the 

restoration of many family ties, often between close relatives. 

She herself has discovered over 100 lost or totally unknown 

family members, including her father's four _c;ihling~. 996 ; 

Eastlawn Dr., Highland Heights, OH 44143. 

Roy J. Rushka of Rush Associates is a genealogist with 25 

years of experience in the United States Foreign Service. He 

is the author and publisher of a 4-volume book on about 50 
interrelated ancestral families with 300 individuals and over 
10,000 descendants from western Ukraine, with roots going 

back to antiquity in Bohemia. He has done genealogical 

research in Ukraine, Russia, the Czech Republic, Germany, 

Austria, and several English-speaking countries . He bas some 

knowledge of Ukrainian, Russian, Czech, and Polish l455-C 

Holly Bush Dr., Fairborn, OH 45324-6512. 



-
Louis Schonfeld is the coordinator of the Hungarian Jewish 

Special Interest Group and edits its publication, Magyar Zsido. 
He has a B.A cum Laude in history and sociology form the 

University of California, Los Angeles. Currently he is an 

administrator in a nursing facility in northeastern Ohio. At the 

first opportunity, he plans to undertake in-<iepth research and 

write about Hungarian and European Jewish themes. 

Concurrently, he will advertise himself as a professional 

genealogist, specializing in Hungarian Jewish families. 23995 

Wendover Dr. , Beechwood, OH 44122. 

Ann Sindelar is the chief reference librarian at the Western 

Reserve Historical Society , WR.HS, 10825 East Blvd., 

Cleveland, OH 44106 . 

Ernest Thode is author of numerous books, including the 

trail-breaking Gennan-English Genealogical Dictionary, the 

comprehensive Address Book for Germanic Genealogy, an 

Arias for Germanic Genealogy, and a Genealogical Gazetteer 

of Alsace-Lorraine. One of his projects is compiling a· li::t of 

pre-1820 Germanic immigrants, totalling over 40,000 by now. 

Employed as the Local History and Genealogy Librarian at the 

Washington County Library, he is a professional genealogist, 

translator, and lecturer, md formerly taught German. He also 

has a knowledge of genealogical Latin, French, and Dutch. 

Rt. 7, Box 306 , Kem Rd., Marietta OH 45750-9437. 

Robert E. Ward, PhD, an attorney, is one of the pioneers of 

German-American genealogy. He is a former president of the 

Society for German-American Studies and was awarded an 

honorary SG AS membership for outstanding contributions. He 

bas taught at four colleges and received the Dr. Hilbert Ficken 

Memorial Prize for Excellence in Foreign Language Teaching. 

His editorial activities have include the Journal of the Society 

for German-American Studies (chief editor), The German­

American Genealogist (editor), and The Genealogical Journal 

(contributing editor). 21010 Mastick Rd., Fairview Park, OH 
44126. • 

Maralyn A. Wellauer is founder and editor of The Swiss 

Collection and author nf numerous books, including Tracing 

Yuu, Gr:rma."! Rvors, Tracing Your Polish Roots , Tracing Your 

Czech and Slovak Roots, Tracing Your Norwegian Roots, 

German Immigration to America in the Nineteenth Century, 

Family History Research in the German Democratic Republic, 

and Record Keeping and Archives in West Gennany. She has 

made numerous research trips to Europe, lectured extensively 

since 1974 and worked with teachers to include genealogy in 

their English and social-studies courses. 3289 North 58th St., 

Milwaukee, WI 53216. 

Jan Zaleski, A.G ., has been actively researching his Polish 

and Bohemian ancestry since 1983 and became an accredited 

genealogist specializing Polish research in 1990. He is a 

director and past president of the Polish Genealogical Society 

of Michigan. Since 1992, he has served as editor The Eaglet, 

the society's journal, with an editorial policy of publishing as 

many names as possible linked to ~cestral villages in Poland 

in addition to surname lists from Polish parishes. His frequent 

lectures focus on various aspects of Polish and immigrant 

research, especially on record sources containing ancestral 

villages for Poles and East Europeans generally. P.O. Box 
10416, Detroit, MI 48210-0416. 

FEEFHS ACTIVITIES 
by John D. Movius 

Progress Report: FEEFHS was founded about three years 

ago. By year-end 1992 we represented 11 founding 

organizations. By year-end 1993 we had doubled in size to 22 

organizations. By year-end 1994 we almost tripled in size to 

63 organizations. 

Right now we have 74 organizational members from eleven 

countries and we continue to grow. The FEEFHS officers and 

executive council thank: you . for your past support .' We 

promise to redouble our efforts to try. to be responsive to your 

needs during this period of our explosive growth. 

If you want to receive a copy of a two legal page FEEFHS 

flyer listing our member organizations (to duplicate and pass 

out to others) please send a SASE (or 2 IPRC's if outside the 

USA) to John Movius, P. 0. Box 4327, Davis, CA 95617-

4327. 

We still need more growth to better serve Canada, the 

midwest, south and eastern America as well as many places 

overseas. Please help spread an awareness of the existence of 

FEEFHS. A larger FEEFHS membership (both organizations 

and individuals) means a more effective FEEFHS exists to 

help all of us in many, many ways. 

The FEEFHS Resource Guide is gradually imr,rnving. It is 

becoming more useful and gaining recognition for our 

Federation. The next issue will be received by all 

organizations and individual members in good standing (that 

means your 1995 dues are paid) by mid-May 1995. 

Apologies are due to a few organizations and individual 

members who did not receive a copy of the Fall 1994 issue of 

the FEEFHS Resource Guide. After we ran out of copies, the 

constant growth and other changes by existing member 

organizations made it impossible to reprint it in an accurate 

and timely manner. 

We also encountered difficulties in the beta-version of our 
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RtSource Guitk diskette because of the non-standard font I bad· 
selected. It is unavailable on many computer text processors 
- even those in WordPerfect 6.0c for DOS or WP6. l for 

Windows. 

We have kept a list of persons and organizations we owe 
issues to. They are now scheduled to receive both the spring 
and fall wue of the FEEFHS Resource Guide (post August 

conference) unless you request a refund. Nota Bene: The 
August (mid-year) issue of the FEEFHS Research Guide is not 
part of a normal FEEFHS subscription for any organization or 

person. 

FEEFHS, Internet and e-mail: The ne1.t issue of the 

FEEFHS Resource Guide will include our first East European 
electronic address book. Organizations and individuals are 
encouraged to send us your Internet, America Online (AOL), 

CompuServe, Prodigy, Genie etc. addresses (and your FAX 
address too) for inclusion in subsequent issues of the FEEFHS 

Resource Guide. 

A "Page" on the World Wide Web (WWW)for FEEFHS? 
If you have (or are getting) a page on the World Wide Web, 

please let me know at the above "snail mail" address. I am 

researching the cost and requirements to place a FEEFHS 
page on the web later this year. 

I envision placing the names and addresses (e-mail and snail 

mail) of all FEEFHS member societies wishing to be listed 
there with a hypertext "button• connection to them. Later a 

link also might be made to individual lists of major activities, 
events, publications and services for each member 

organization, our professional genealogists and our 
professional translators. 

My current concern is how much it really costs to do all this. 

If it seems to make sense and then seems to be cost-effective, 
a proposal to start a FEEFHS WWW page may well be 

submitted to the August meeting of the FEEFHS Executive 
Council for ratification and approval. 

FEEFHS on AOL and CompuSene: In early March 1995 

FEEFHS member (and AOL East European co-host) Chris 
Elia placed FEEFHS on the America Online (AOL) 

Genealogy Club. She uploaded a version of our two page 

FEEFHS flyer and our FEEFHS article about the formation of 

eight new genealogy societies (Austria, Bulgaria, Estonia, 
Finland, Latvia, Romania, Russia and Silesia). 

Chris recently mentioned to me that the "Eight New Societies" 
article was downloaded 43 times the first day. Both will also 
appear on CompuServe by mid-April. So ch~k out FEEFHS 

activities on AOL and CompuServe. AOL has been .very . 

helpful to FEEFHS so far - we greatly appreciate such 
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support. AOL is now a FEEFHS organizational member. 

Can you help us get On-Line elsewhere? We would like ro 
have a FEEFHS presence on all the pther on-line services too• 

But to do so means getting help from FEEFHS members like 
you who are already subscribing to other on-line services sucla 
as Prodigy or Genie and will talce the time and effort to upload 

our messages. 

Please contact John Movius if you would like to help spread 
awareness of FEEFHS by posting a notice of our activities oo 

other on-line services . Both 1995 FEEFHS Conferences wiD 
be listed on AOL and CompuServe shortly. We need to list 

them as widely as possible. 

. My snail mail address (much preferred to e-mail here} is 
above. Through Internet you can sometimes find me at 

dabender@usdavis.edu. But I only check my Internet mail 

once or twice a week, discourage messages longer than a 
sentence or two, and have yet to carve out a slice of my time 
to deal with all my electronic mail. 

Recent FEEFHS Seminars in California: Full day (5 lecture} 

seminars were given at the Sacramento LDS Stake Seminar 
and the annual Si.mi Valley (southern California) LDs· Stake 

genealogy seminar in March. Programs have been given at 

monthly genealogy meetings recently in San Francisco, Napa. 

Grass Valley, Sacramento and Salinas. 

Future FEEFHS California presentations this year incl~ 

the Sacramento German Genealogy Society (25 April), Placer 
County Genealogy Society (25 May) and the Monterey 

Genealogy Society monthly meetings this spring. A 

Bakersfield presentation has also been requested. A full day 

(5 lecture) seminar on FEEFHS is scheduled for lh~ 

Sacramento Stake in Roseville CA on 4 November 1995. 

The German Genealogical Society of America (GGSA) 

seminar at Claremont California (11 November 1995) will 
include a morning session on FEEFHS and German 

"Auslands". The afternoon session will feature group 

genealogy questions "live on-line", with sessions planned oo t 
AOL, CompuServe and the Internet, including a peek at the 

Digital Library of German-Russian Genealogy. 

I also hope we can arrange a special "Germany/GerDWl 

Auslands conference room" reservation on AOL that day 
sometime during the 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. PST time frame, or 

Sunday afternoon from the GGSA library . This would permit 

FEEFHS and non-FEEFHS members worldwide -experts and 
novices alike .;_ to join us and share their answers and 

comments to the questions of GGSA seminar attendees. 

A FEEFHS presentation has been also been requested at the 



annual conference of Southern California AHSGR chapters on 

20 January I 996 at Anaheim California. 

FEEFHS at Recent West Coast Conferences: I hosted a 
table at the Sacramento Valley Genealogical Conference in 

January. Our President, Charles M. Hall, hosted the FEEFHS 

table at the San Francisco Family History Fair in March. 

Future West Coast Conferences: I hosted a FEEFHS table 

at the SCGS (Southern California Genealogy Society) 

"Jamboree" in on April 8 an 9 at the Pasadena Convention 

Center. I will also will host the FEEFHS table at the NGS 

(National Genealogical Society) annual conference in San 

Diego (May 3 to 6). 

At both conferences I use( d) my trusty Pentium 90Mhz 

computer with 32 Megs of RAM, a HP LaserJet 4MP p"rinter 

with 6 Megs of RAM, the FamilySearch 3 CD-ROM Family 

History Library Catalog and Ancestral File on CD-ROM and 

the 1995 ProPhone US Telephone book on CD-ROM. We 

hope to help the multitudes present with speedy printouts and 

also curry some favor for FEEFHS. 

Helpers are needed at the San Diego conference to give me 

a brief break from time to time . Even if you can't hold down 

the table for more than 5 minutes, please at least stop by and 

say hello if you attend either of these conferences. 

GALICIAN GENEALOGICAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

by Brian J. Lenius 

A number of inquiries have been received by the Federation 

of East European Family History Societies (FEEFHS/ asking 

about the formation of a new genealogical society for those 

with interests in the area formerly known as Galicia. This 

article is intended to provide a very brief overview of Galician 

research and the existing genealogical organizations which 

cover the various ethnic groups. The questian has been ~.skt"·~; 

Is a new society or a number of societies needed or can the 

existing societies provide the information, knowledge, and 

resources which a new society would have to develop over 

time? I believe that the existing organizations for most ethnic 

communities of Galicia are more than adequate . The creation 

of further organizations would simply result in "reinventing 

the wheel· for Polish, Ukrainian, Jewish, and Mennonite 

researchers. This would then mean that those individuals with 

expertise in Galicia would have to further divide their 

_overextended commitments to new organizations only to· 

duplicate what already exists. 

One new organization which has been needed and is now in 

the beginning stages of formation is specifically for the 
Germans from Galicia (see section titled "Germans"). The 

number of researchers interested in Germans from Galicia is 
still small but growing. The number of Czech, Russian, and 

Armenian researchers are not numerous enough at present to 
form an organization. Their interests are probably best handled 

through a multi-ethnic o1anization such as the East European • 

Branch of the MGS (see section titled "Multi-Ethnic 

Organizations") with its heavy focus on Galicia for all ethnic 
groups. 

Overview of Galicia 

I would like to preface the following inventory of societies and 
their resources with a very brief overview of Galicia and the 

ethnic communities which made up its cultural mosaic. Galicia 

included that part of modem day Poland and Ukraine which 

together formed the form.er• Austrian Crownland ofGalizien . • 
In brief, Galicia was a province of Austria prior to WW I. 

Between WW I and WW II or during the • inter-war period· 

Galicia was completely within Poland. Since WW II, the area 

has been split between the southeastern part of Poland and the 

area known as western Ukraine east to the Zbruch river. 

There are a number of different terms used for Galicia. The 

term "Galicia• which is most often used in North America is 

also the Polish version of the name. In addition, Poles often 

use the terms • Austrian Partition• or "Ma!apolska • (Little 

Poland). Germans most often refer to the area as "Galizien • 

and sometimes as "Kleinpolen • (Little Poland) when referring 

to the area during the inter-war period. The Ukrainian ethnic 

area of this crownland is often referred to as "Halychyna. • No 

doubt this last version of the name is related to the name of 

the ancient capital of the area "Halych • (Halicz in Polish) . 

Galicia included people of many ethnic groups including Poles, 

Ukrainians, Jews, Germ.ans, Mennonites, Czechs, Russians, 

and Armenians. In fact, the capital city of Galicia, Lemberg 

(aka Lw6w in Polish, L'viv in Ukrainian, and Leopolis in 

Latin), was the only city in the world to ever have 3 Catholic 

bishops. The three dioceses were for the Roman Catholic, 

. (Poles, Germans, Czechs), Greek Catholic (Ukrainians, 

Rusyns), and Armenian Catholic rites. 

Genealogical societies and other organizations which deal with 

specific ethnic areas are almost essential for researchers of 

Galicia and many other areas of east Europe . Many 

ethnic/geographic genealogical societies for Galicia have 

already been formed. These vary in size from those with over 

a thousand members to those which are very small with less 

than one hundred members. These societies appear to serve 

the needs of their members • researching Galicia more than 

adequately. Many of the smaller societies are small because 

the ethnic or geographic areas which they represent is also 

small or had only a small number of immigrants to North 
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America. More genenl societies such as state or provincial 
societies have some information which may be of use but most 
do not have specific sources for individual ethnic areas in east 
Europe. One exception for Galicia is the Saskatchewan 
Genealogical Societr1 (see the section titled "Multi-Ethnic 

Organizations"). 

Genealogical Societies 
I would like to introduce some of the societies which might be 
of value to those researching various ethnic groups in Galicia. 
Most of these organizations have a single ethnic focus to their 
membership even though they usually have members 
researching ethnic groups other than the one for which the 

organiution is best known. 

We should establish what a researcher looks for in an 
organization before beginning the examination of the existing 
societies. While this can vary to a great degree, most members 
of an organization expect to have one or more of the following 
Set ,ices available to them through their society. It may be 
important to have regular meetings, seminars, conferences or 
other forums where members can meet with each other face to 
face to discuss problems, findings, etc. These meetings usually 
also have experienced speakers who are willing to impart some 
of their accumulated knowledge. Publications such as 
newsletters, joumals, annuals, or books which provide 
informative articles on the organization's specialty should be 
part of any ethnic society. Research may also be conducted or 
information provided to members about their specific research 
interests or families on a one to one basis by those individuals 
with expertise in the Society. The organiz.ation might also have 
a relevant library and/or map collection. All of the ethnic 
societies discussed here qualify under one or more of these 
services to varying degrees. 

Poles 

One of the two largest ethnic groups included the Poles which 
represented over 40 percent of the total population in Galicia. 
Although they lived in all parts of Galicia, the majority of 
Poles lived in the western area which is now in Poland. One 
exception was the city of Lemberg (Lw6w during Polish times 
and now L'viv, Ukraine) which was the provincial capii.al of 
Galicia. Although it was located in eastern Galicia, this city 
had a very large population of Poles prior to WW II. 

Most Polish organizations in the United States have a 

significant number of members who are researching in Galicia. 
The largest of these is the Polish Genealogical Society of 

America 
4 

based in Chicago. This FEEFHS member society 
has over 1200 members and according to a recent survey has 
at least one third of its members with an interest in Galicia. 
The _PGS of America publishes a semi-annual. journal, 
Rodvrry, as well as a quarterly bulletin. Both of these 
publications include articles on Galicia, reports of new 
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resources, etc. One example of this society's CODUDitmea& • , 

Galician research is the publication of an important boat 
listing the Roman Catholic parish registers which are hdd ii 
the Zabuzanski collection in W arsa:w titled Register of Ya 

Records of Roman Catholic Parishes from the Region &yo,,tI 
the Bug River by the late Edward A. Peckwas. This boot• 
specifically for the former areas of Galicia and Volhyma. 

The Polish Genealogical Society of the Nortbtd 
(Connecticut)5 is a member organiz.ation of FEEFHS widt a 

very heavy focus on Galicia. This society publishes a semi­
annual journal, Pathways and .Passages, which always cootaim 
information on researching in Galicia and has had a number of 
significant articles on Galician research. One example of this 
society's commitment to Galicia is the publication of die 

excellent book, Directory of Polish Roman Catholic Parisha 
in the Territory of the Fonner Austrian Partition: Galicia, by 

Jonathan D. Shea and Constance M. Ochnio. This society bas • 
even had genealogical tours to the Polish part of the former 

Galicia. 

The Polish Genealogical Society of California 6 is a member 

organization of FEEFHS. It publishes a quarterly bulldia 
which often -contains specific Gafo::ian information such IS 

sketches of villages in Galicia or listings of cemeteq 
transcriptions including the Lyczakowski Cemetery in L'viY. 

The Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan 7 is a FEEFHS 
member organiz.ation which also has information and expertise 

in the area of Galicia. Their journal, published three times a 

year, is titled The Eaglet. This society with the work ml 

knowledge of Jan Zaleski and others also is an excellCDL 
source for those interested in Poles in Galicia. 

A significant percentage of the membership of the East 

European Branch of MGS2 are involved Polish Galicim 
research. The EEB resources pertaining to Galicia are 

described more fully in the section titled "Multi-Ethnic 
Organi:zations." 

Ukrainfa:is {including the Carpatho-Rusym) 
Another of the two largest ethnic groups in Galicia included 
the Ukrainians who formed the majority population in eastern 

Galicia and represented over 40 percent of the total population. 

of Galicia. Their ethnic area extended west in Galicia to just 
beyond the current Polish/Ukrainian border. In addition, there 

were a number of communities in the Carpathian Mountains 
of western Galicia along the south border of the province 
extending nearly to Krak6w. The ethnicity of these mountain 
people, known as the Lemkos, is still somewhat controversial 
with some of the people relating to a Ukrainian identity while 
the majority view themselves as a distinct group separate from 
both Poles and Ukrainians. Some studies have suggested that 

the Lemkos are part of a larger ethnic group known as 



Carpatho-Rusyns. Both the Ukrainians and the Lemkos of genealogical resources· of this organization arc at present. 
Galicia were primarily of the Greek Catholic rite. 

The {Jkra.inian Genealogical and Historical Society of 

Canada8 based in Calgary, Alberta was formed in 1979 by 
Walter Rusel who is also currently 3rd Vice-president of 

FEEFHS. Mr. Rusel handles most of the activities of the 
society unilaterally including production of its bulletin, Nase 
Leude. The bulletin, which ~nly began regular quarterly 
publication in 1994, is small but contains information intended 

solely for the Ukrainian researcher. This means that it is 
primarily for the Galician researcher as greater _ than 90 

percent of the ethnic Ukrainians who immigrated to Canada 

came from Galicia. The UGHSC has a black and white set of 
reprints of topographical maps covering eastern Galicia and 

makes copies available for sale to others. The UGHSC has 

also held some one day seminars in the past. Dr. John-Paul 
Himka, professor of History at the University of Alberta in 

Edmonton contributes much of the material to the bulletin and 

seminars. 

The East European Branch of the MGS2 based in Winnipeg, 

Manitoba is also a FEEFHS member organization with a very 

large focus on Ukrainians in Galicia. According to the last 

published survey of members' interests over one quarter of the 

EEB membership is researching Ukrainians in Galicia. The 

EEB quarterly, East European Genealogist, always has 

information of use to those researching Ukrainians in Galicia. 

Last year, 3 of the 8 regular monthly meetings were heavily 

focused on Ukrainian Galician research. The recently 

published book, Genealogical Gaz.erteer of Galicia, by Brian 

J. Lenius includes a separate section on Ukrainian place names 

in Galicia and includes the names of all Greek Catholic 

parishes to which Ukrainians might have belonged. The EEB 

and the MGS library collections include many books on 

Ukrainian Galician research and the EEB topographical map 

collection totally covers the areas of Galicia for Ukrainian and 

Lemkos. See the section for "Multi-Ethnic Organiz.ations" for 

further information on the EEB. 

The Saskatchewan Genealogical Societr has the largest 

genealogical library in Canada which includes many books for 

the Ukrainian Galician researchers. The society's bulletin has 

published a number of articles on Ukrainian research. 

The Rusin As.5ociatiorr9 based in Plymouth, Minnesota is also 

a FEEFHS member organization which represents the Lemkos 

of the Carpathian mountains . The members of this association 

prefer to be called Rusins rather than Lemkos or Ukrainians. 
The organization publishes a quarterly newsletter titled 

Trembita. This organiz.ation has had meetings with guest 

speakers such as Dr . . Paul Magosci ,-· renowned author of · 

Galician History and professor of Ukrainian Studies at the 

University of Toronto. It is unknown what the specific 

Jews 

The Jews represented greater than 10 percent of the population 
in Galicia. They formed a significant population in many areas 
and sometimes the majority, particularly in the large cities. 
Most villages included some Jewish families. 

One organization which has resources specifically for the 

Jewish researcher of Galicia is ~her Galicia 10. This 

FEEFHS member organization is a Special Interest Group 
(SIG) of the Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies 

(AJGS). Gesher Galicia was formed for the exclusive benefit 
of those researching Jewish roots from Galicia. Gesher Galicia 
publishes a quarterly newsletter specifically for Jewish 

research titled The Galitzianer. This SIG also publishes an 

internal directory listing the surnames and towns being 

researched by members. Suz.an Wynne, founder of the group, 
has also produced a listing of villages in Galicia together with 
their administrative and judicial districts titled Galician Towlls 

and Administrarive Districts which is available on microfiche 

from AV OT A YNU. This is useful because Jewish vital 

records ·were kept on the basis of the judicial district from at 

least the mid 1800's to 1945. 

An excellent journal titled Avotaynu is produced jointly by 

Sallyann Amdur Sack and Gary Mokotoff. It was an outgrowth 

of the first International Seminar of Jewish Genealogy held in 

1984. This publication includes Jewish research for all parts 
of the world including a significant amount of information 

which is of specific help to those searching in Galicia. These 

same two researchers have also co-authored a book, Where 

Once we Walked: A Guide to the Jewish Communities 

Destroyed in the Holocaust, which covers all of east Europe 

including Galicia. In addition, Gary Mokotoff has published 

through A votaynu11 a microfiche version of a gazetteer of 

east Europe based on the modem U.S. Board of Geographic 

Places compiled into one listing. The current country and 

latitude/longitude are given in addition to the name of each 

place name. One unique feature of this gazetteer is the 

"Daitch-Mokotoff Soundex ~ystem • which gives the researcher 

a greater 1.:ban~e of fu:ciing their ancestral villages if the place 

name is spelt incorrectly. 

Gennam 
The Germans were the fourth largest ethnic group in Galicia 

but comprised not ·more than 2 percent of the total population. 

They immigrated to Galicia at the invitation of the Austrian 

Emperor Josef II after the first partition of · Poland. Most 

Germans immigrated to the central and eastern parts of Galicia 

in the 1780's and the early 1800's. They were settled into 

colonies which were usually based on religion. Therefore most 

German colonies were either exclusively • Catholic or 

Evangelical (Lutheran). Often these colonies were established 
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beside Polish or Ukrainian villages. 

The best sources of information for the genealogy and history 
of Germans from Galicia are a large number of books and also 

the yearly publication, uirweisu do Galizitndeurschen. These 
materials are all published in Germany and are in the German 
language. Also in Germany are a number of very large 
surname indexes for immigration to Galicia etc. 

Until the fall of 1994, there was no specific ethnic 
organization in North America for those who were searching 
Germans from Galicia. A new group, Galizien Gennan 
D&endants12 has now been formed which is specifically 
designed for German Galician research. A quarterly newsletter 
is planned to begin publication in the winter of 1994/95. Much 
of the German material mentioned above is specific to certain 
colonies or families. As this material is translated into English, 
it should provide excellent material for this new newsletter. In 
addition, exchanges of genealogical and village data by 
members will be very beneficial. The new society is also 
soliciting books to establish a new library. 

To date, the East European Branch of the MGS2 has been 
the focal point for those researching Germans from Galicia. 
Most researchers in North America who have shown an 
interest in this ethnic group have become members of the EEB 
and now form a significant portion of the EEB membership. 
The last published listing of the EEB Member Research 
Interest list indicated that 25 percent of the EEB members 
interested in Galicia are searching Germans from Galicia. 
Many articles in the East European Genealogist are of interest 
to all ethnic groups in Galicia including the Germans. 

The Saskatchewan Genealogical Society3 has recently had a 
large private collection of books donated by Henry Meyer of 
Regina for Galizien German research. This material together 
with their previous holdings makes this library probably the 
largest collection for Galizien Germans by any organization in 
North America. 

Mennonites 

'l"::e Mennonites were part of the· German settlement in 
colonies in the 1780's. Their numbers only included a few 
dozen families. The Mennonite population of Galicia is 
represented by Glen Linsheid12 who produces the newsletter, 
Gali~an Grapevine. It very specifically deals with the 
Mennonites in Galicia and also the descendants of these 
Mennonite families who immigrated to North America. As 
editor and publisher of this newsletter, Glen is very 
knowledgeable about the history and resources of this ethnic 
group. It is quite likely that many of the Mennonites will be 
actively involved in the newly formed Galizien German 
Desceadants12 society. 

FEEFHS, 3: 1 (April 1995), p. 12 

Other Ethnic Groups F 
Although there was a bishop in Lemberg for the Annemaa 
Catholic rite, their overall numbers in Galicia were vt:q 

small. There were also a small number of Czechs -
immigrated to Galicia. This was also a very small group. b 
some cases, the Cz.echs may have been assimilated into~ 
Polish community due to their common religion (Roma 

Catholic). There were also a small number of ethnic Russi.am 
of the Russian Orthodox faith in Galicia. 

There are no specific societies, either in FEEFHS or 
otherwise, for the exclusive interests of the Czechs, Russians, 
or Armenians who were in Galicia. The East Europeaa 
Branch ofMGS 2 has members with Czech and Russianedmic 
interests in Galicia but we are not yet aware of any Armeuims 
from Galicia in North America who are actively searcmni 
their roots. 

Multi-Ethnic Organi:zatiom 
The East European Branch of the MGS2 is truly a mulfi. 
ethnic organization. Membership includes many areas of east 

Europe but the largest percentage of membership and focus is 

in the area of Galicia. The EEB has members searching for 
Polish, Ukrainian, German, Czech, and Ru,ssian roots. 

According to the last published survey of members' interests 
over half of the members of the EEB are researching m 
Galicia. Of those indicating Galicia, 49 percent are specifically 
interested in Ukrainians, while 25 percent indicated Genna!li 
in Galicia and a further 25 percent indicated Poles in Galicil. 
The EEB has also acted as a central gathering point for the 

small ethnic communities of Galicia such as the Czech m! 
Russian researchers. As a multi-ethnic organization the EEB 
publishes in the East European Genealogist , articles specifi: 
to individual ethnic groups and also articles which are relevant 
to all ethnic groups in Galicia. Last year, 3 of the 8 regulu 
monthly meetings from September to May were specifically 
for Galician research and still other meetings were of a more 
general nature but still of significance to Galician researchers. 
The EEB and the MGS library collections are housed in the 
MGS Resource Centre and include many books on Galician 

research. The EEB also has an extensive collection of 
topographical maps (mo~t i.:::. color) ·which tvtally"cover Galicia 
as well as other areas of east Europe. 

Brian J. Lenius, Past President and a founder of the EEB as 

well as a founding Vice-President of FEEFHS, has recently 
published the Genealogical Gazetteer of Galicia14. This ~k 
is multi-ethnic in its approach to Galician research. It lists all 
communities in Galicia and the associated parishes and chu.rtb 
jurisdictions for the Roman Catholic, Greek Catholic, Jewish. 
Lutheran, Mennonite, Orthodox, and Armenian Catholic 

religions. Place names are given in Polish, Ukrainian, and 

German. It also provides a system of 1ocati.-1g ancestral 

villages using a popular topographical map series. 

j 



The Saskatchewan Genealogical Societyl is also a member 

of FEEFHS and is one of the few state or provincial societies 
having a focus in east Europe. The society has a significant 
library of materials for Galicia, primarily the Germans (see 

the section titled "Germans") and Ukrainians (see section titled 
"Ukrainians." Their quarterly Bulletin has published numerous 

articles on Ukrainian and German research in Galicia. 

Conclusion 
It is· fairly obvious that there is a very large amount of 

involvement by various ethnic organizations in the genealogy 

and family history pertaining to Galicia. There may be no real • 
need for a new overall Galician genealogical society with all 
the resources that are already available. If there·· are still 

individuals who think there should be a new Galician 

genealogical society formed, I would be most interested in 

bearing firstly which ethnic group the individual is researching 

and secondly what they would see this new organization 

providing which is not already provided by ai;. • existing 

organization. I am also interested in learning of any other 

resources for Galicia which are not addressed in this article. 

FOOTNOTES: 
1. Federation of East European Family History Societies 

(FEEFHS) 

Azra P. Jojic, FEEFHS Treasurer 

4896 South Highland Circle #8 

Salt Lake City, UT, USA 84117-6075 

Membership: individual or organizational U.S./Canada -
US$ 15.00 per year, individual or organizational overseas 

- USS20.00 per year 
2. East European Branch of the Manitoba Genealogical 

Society 

P.O. Box 2536 

Winnipeg, MB, CANADA R3C 4A7 

Membership: in Canada - Cdn$ 12.00 per year, in the 

U.S. US$ 12.00 per year 
3. Saskatchewan Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 1894 

Regina, SK, CANADA S4P 3El 

t.fcwi:rc15hi1i . in Canada - Cdn$ 32.50 per year (seniors 

65+ Cdn$ 27.50), in the U.S. - US$ 32.50 per year 

(seniors 65 + US$ 27 .50). 

4. Polish Genealogical Society of America 

C/o Polish Museum of America 
984 Milwaukee A venue 

Chicago, IL, USA 60622-4199 

Membership: in the U.S. - US$ 15.00 per year, m 

Canada - US$ 20.00 per year 
5. Polish Genealogical Society of the Northeast 

8 Lyle Road 

New Britain, CT, USA 06053-2104 

Membership: US$ 15.00 per year, US$ 27.00 per two 
years 

6. Polish Genealogical Society of California 
P.O. Box 713 

Midway City, CA, USA 92655-0713 

Membership: US$ 20.00 per y~ (individual), US$30.00 
per year (family) 

7. Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan 

C/o Burton Historical Collection; Detroit Public Library 
5201 Woodward Street • 

Detroit, MI, USA 48202-4007 

Membership: In the U.S. - US$ 15.00 per year (adult), 

USS 20.00 per year (family), In Canada - US$20.50. 
8. Ukrainian Genealogical and H·istorical Society of Canada 

R.R. #2 
Cochrane, AB, CANADA T0L 0W0 

Membership: in Canada - Cdn$15.00 per year, in the 

U.S. - US$15.00 per year 

9. Rusin Association 

1115 Pineview Lane North 

Plymouth, MN, U$A 55441-4655 
Membership: uss''h.oo per year 

10. Gesher Galicia (Bridge to Galicia - Jewish Galician 

Special Interest Group) - for Jewish genealogists only 

3128 Brooklawn Terrace 
Chevy Chase, MD, USA 20815-3942 

Membership: in the U.S. and Canada - USS 15.00 per 

year, overseas - US $22.00 per year 

11. Avotaynu Inc. 

1485 Teaneck Road 

Teaneck, NJ, USA 07666 

12. Galizien German Descendants 

12367 South East 214th Street 

Kent, WA, USA 98031-2215 
Membership: in the U.S. and Canada - US12.00 per 

year, overseas - USS 15.00 • 

13. Galician Grapevine 

Box 194 

Butterfield, MN, USA 56120 

14. Brian J. Lenius 

Box 18 Group 4 R.R.1 

Anola, MB, CANADA ROE 0A0 

The Genealogical Gazetteer of G.:;!i~a is av...il.&.bte f,om 

the author for $41.00 including shipping and handling 

(US orders please pay in US funds). 

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION IN 
POLAND OF SELECTED SURNAMES 

by William F. Hoffman, 
60 Old Northville Road, 

New Milford, CT 06776-2245 

[Reprinted by pennission of the author from the Bulletin of the 

Polish Genealogical Sodery of America, Vol. II, no. 3 
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beside Polish or Ukrainian villages. 

The best sources of information for the genealogy and history 

of Germans from Galicia are a large number of books and also 

the yearly publication, Zeirweiser der Galiziendeurschen. These 

materials are all published in Germany and are in the German 

language. Also in Germany are a number of very large 

surname indexes for immigration to Galicia etc. 

Until the fall of 1994, there was no specific ethnic 

organization in North America for those who were searching 

Germans from Galicia. A new group, GaJizien German 

Descendants12 has now been formed which is specifically 

designed for German Galician research. A quarterly newsletter 

is planned to begin publication in the winter of 1994/95. Much 

of the German material mentioned above is specific to certain 

colonies or families. As this material is translated into English, 

it should provide excellent material for this new newsletter. In 

addition, exchanges of genealogical and village data by 

members will be very beneficial. The new society is also 

soliciting books to establish a new library. 

To date, the East European Branch of the MGS
2 

has been 

the focal point for those researching Germans from Galicia. 

Most researchers in North America who have shown an 

interest in this ethnic group have become members of the EEB 

and now form a significant portion of the EEB membership. 

The last published listing of the EEB Member Research 

Interest list indicated that 25 percent of the EEB members 

interested in Galicia are searching Germans from Galicia. 

Many articles in the East European Genealogist are of interest 

to all ethnic groups in Galicia including the Germans. 

The Saskatchewan Genealogical Society3 has recently had a 

large private collection of books donated by Henry Meyer of 

Regina for Galizien German research. This material together 

with their previous holdings makes this library probably the 

largest collection for Galizien Germans by any organization in 

North America. 

Mennonites 

t :::e Mennonites were part of the· Germ.an settlement in 

colonies in the 1780's. Their numbers only included a few 

dozen families. The Mennonite population of Galicia is 

represented by Glen Linsheid12 who produces the newsletter, 

Galidan Grapevine. It very specifically deals with the 

Mennonites in Galicia and also the descendants of these 

Mennonite families who immigrated to North America. As 

editor and publisher of this newsletter, Glen is very 

knowledgeable about the history and resources of this ethnic 

group. It is quite likely that many of the Mennonites will be 

actively involved in the newly formed Galizien German 

Descencants 12 society. 
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Other Ethnic Groups 

Although there was a bishop in Lemberg for the Armenian 

Catholic rite, their overall numbers in Galic ia were very 

small. There were also a small number of Czechs who 

immigrated to Galicia. This was also a very small group. In 

some cases, the Czechs may have been assimilated into the 

Polish community due to their common religion (Roman 

Catholic). There were also a small number of ethnic Russians 

of the Russian Orthodox faith in Galicia. 

There are no specific societies, either in FEEFHS or 

otherwise, for the exclusive interests of the Czechs, Russians, 

or Armenians who were in Galicia. The East European 

Branch ofMGS 2 has members with Czech and Russian ethnic 

interests in Galicia but we are not yet aware of any Armenians 

from Galicia in North America who are actively searching 

their roots . 

Multi-Ethnic Organizations 

The East European Branch of the MGS 2 is truly a multi­

ethnic organization . Membership includes many areas of east 

Europe but the largest percentage of membership and focus is 

in the area of Galicia . The EEB has members searching for 

Polish, Ukrainian, German, Czech, and RllSsian roots. 

According to the last published survey of members ' interests 

over half of the members of the EEB are researching in 
Galicia. Of those indicating Galicia , 49 percent are specifically 

interested in Ukrainians, while 25 percent indicated Germans 

in Galicia and a further 25 percent indicated Poles in Galicia. 

The EEB has also acted as a central gathering point for the 

small ethnic communities of Galicia such as the Czech and 

Russian researchers. As a multi-ethnic organization the EEB 

publishes in the East European Gene a log isr, articles specific 

to individual ethnic groups and also articles which are relevant 

to all ethnic groups in Galicia . Last year , 3 of the 8 regular 

monthly meetings from September to May were specifically 

for Galician research and still other meetings were of a more 

general nature but still of significance to Galician researchers. 

The EEB and the MGS library collections are housed in the 

MGS Resource Centre and include many books on Galician 

research. The EEB also has an extensive collection of 

topographical maps (m0et i!l cc:0r) wb.i.-:.h tvtally cover Galicia 

as well as other areas of east Europe. 

Brian J. Lenius, Past President and a founder of the EEB as 

well as a founding Vice-President of FEEFHS, has recently 

published the Geneawgical Gazetteer of Galicia 14. This book 

is multi-ethnic in its approach to Galician research . It lists all 

communities in Galicia and the associated parishes and church 

jurisdictions for the Roman Catholic, Greek Catholic, Jewish, 

Lutheran, Mennonite, Orthodox, and Armenian Catholic 

religions. Place names are given in Polish, Ukrainian, and 

German. It also provides a system of locati:tg ancestral 

villages using a popular topographical map series . 



Toe Saskatchewan ~nealogical Society 3 is also a member 

of FEEFHS and is one of the few state or provincial societi1:s 

having a focus in east Europe. The society has a significant 

library of materials for Galicia, primarily the Germans (see 

the section titled "Germans") and Ukrainians (see section titled 

"Ukrainians.• Their quarterly Bulletin has published numerous 

articles on Ukrainian and German research in Galicia. 

Conclusion 
It is· fairly obvious that there is a very large amount of 

involvement by various ethnic organizations in the genealogy 

and family history pertaining to Galicia. There may be no real • 

need for a new overall Galician genealogical society with all 

the resources that are already available. If there·· are still 

individuals who think there should be a new Galician 

genealogical society formed, I would be most interested in 

hearing firstly which ethnic group the individual is researching 

and secondly what they would see this new organization 

providing which is not already providec. by afi existing 

organization. I am also interested in learning of any other 

resources for Galicia which are not addressed in this article. 

FOOTNOTES: 
1. Federation of East European Family History Societies 

(FEEFHS ) 

Azra P. Joji6, FEEFHS Treasurer 

4896 South Highland Circle #8 

Salt Lake City, UT, USA 84117-6075 

Membership : individual or organizational U.S./Canada -

USS 15 .00 per year, individual or organizational overseas 

- US$20 .00 per year 

2. East European Branch of the Manitoba Genealogical 

Society 

P.O. Box: 2536 

Winnipeg , MB, CANADA R3C 4A7 

Membership: in Canada - Cdn$ 12.00 per year, in the 

U.S. US$ 12.00 per year 

3. Saskatchewan Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box: 1894 

Regina, SK, CANADA S4P 3El 

t.-lcw~c15h.i1; . in Canada - Cdn$ 32.50 per year (seniors 

65+ Cdn$ 27.50), in the U.S. - US$ 32.50 per year 

(seniors 65 + US$ 27.50). 

4. Polish Genealogical Society of America 

C/o Polish Museum of America 

984 Milwaukee Avenue 

Chicago , IL, USA 60622-4199 

Membership : in the U.S. - US$ 15.00 per year, in 

Canada - US$ 20.00 per year 

5. Polish Genealogical Society of the Northeast 

8 Lyle Road 

New Britain, CT, USA 06053-2104 

Membership: US$ 15.00 per year, US$ 27.00 per two 

years 

6. Polish Genealogical Society of California 

P.O. Box 713 

Midway City, CA, USA 92655-0713 

Membership: US$ 20.00 per year (individual), US$30 .00 

per year (family) 

7. Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan 

C/o Burton Historical Collection; Detroit Public Library 
5201 Woodward Street • 

Detroit, MI, USA 48202-4007 

Membership: In the U.S. - US$ 15.00 per year (adult), 

USS 20.00 per year (family), . In Canada - US$20.50 . 

8. Ukrainian Genealogical and Historical Society of Canada 

R.R . #2 

Cochrane, AB, CANADA T0L 0W0 

Membership: in Canada - Cdn$15.00 per year, in the 

U.S. - US$15.00 per year 

9. Rusin Association 

1115 Pineview Lane North 

Plymouth, MN, USA 55441-4655 

Membership: Usf'12.oo per year 

10. Gesher Galicia (Bridge to Galicia - Jewish Galician 

Special Interest Group) - for Jewish genealogists only 

3128 Brooklawn Terrace 

Chevy Chase, MD, USA 20815-3942 

Membership: in the U.S. and Canada - US$ 15.00 per 

year, overseas - US $22.00 per year 

11. Avotaynu Inc. 

1485 Teaneck Road 

Teaneck, NJ, USA 07666 

12. Galizien German Descendants 

12367 South East 214th Street 

Kent, WA, USA 98031-2215 

Membership: in the U.S . and Canada - US12.00 per 

year, overseas - US$ 15.00 • 

13. Galician Grapevine 

Box 194 

Butterfield, MN, USA 56120 

14. Brian J. Lenius 

Box 18 Group 4 R.R. l 

Aoola, MB, CANADA ROE 0A0 

The Genealogical Gazetteer of G.;!ic:a ;s ava..aabtt::: f(om 

the author for $41.00 including shipping and handling 

(US orders please pay in US funds). 

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION IN 
POLAND OF SELECTED SURNAMES 

by William F. Hoffman, 
60 Old Northville Road, 

New Milford, CT 06776-2245 

[Reprinted by pennission of the author from the Bulletin of the 

Polish Genealogical Sodety of America, Vol. II, no. 3 
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(Summer 1994), pp. 1-4.) 

Since writing Polish Surnames: Origins and Mtanings, I have 
tried to continue learning about the subject of Polish surnames. 
A promising development in this field is the publication by the 
lnstytut Jezyka Polskiego in Krakow of Slownik na:zwisk 

wspola.e.snit w Polsct uzywanych, edited by Kazimierz 
Rymut, a IO-volume directory of surnames borne by Polish 
citizens. Compiled from data banks of the PESEL Rz.adowy 
Cenuum Infonnacyjny, this series covers about 94 % of all 

citizens of Poland as of the end of 1990, listing each surname 
that appeared, along with a breakdown of bow many citizens 
bear that name in each of Poland's 49 provinces. The set 
costs USS 200, including postage, and can be ordered by 
sending a personal check for that amount to Kaz:imierz Rymut, 
al. Slowackiego 52/5, 31-113 KRAKOW, Poland. 

Obviously this is a massive compendium of surnames; the data 
banks had more than 800,000 separate surnames! Even after 
deleting obviously bad data, combining masculine and 
feminine forms such as ski/-ska, and so on, the compilers still 

had 10 thick volumes'. worth! Putting such a wealth of data 
to good use is a challenge, but one interesting question does 
come to mind: can one analyze it to learn anything about 
where particular kinds of names tend to appear? If so, what 
can that tell us about Polish surnames? 

Even if I had time, my math is not up to the kind of 
sophisticated statistical analysis that would reveal anything 
profound, but for the heck of it I decided to do a rather 

primitive study of three particular names: Jankowski, a 
thoroughly Polish name; Hoffmann, a German name with 

which I have some familiarity; and Harasim, a distinctively 
Ukrainian surname. Jankowski appeared all over Poland, but 
Hoffmann and Harasim showed definite distribution patterns. 
On the first map, a Maltese cross distinguishes provinces with 
more than 100 inhabitants named Hoffmann, and a star marks 
those with more than 50 people bearing the name Harasim. 

This needs further explanation. I give the raw data below in 
tabular form, b1:1t let'. m~ e!p!?.i.n wh:,· ! .those those three 
names, and what the results suggest. ' 

Jankowski is, first of all, a distinctively Polish surname. It is 
formed from the name Jan ("John") plus the diminutive suffix 
-tk to give Jan[t}k ("Johnny") with the further addition of -

ow- and -ski, to give a name meaning, more or less, 
"Johnny's kin." It can also mean "someone from Jankow (or 
Jankowa or Jankowo)," but those names mean "Janek's 
place" and ultimately derive from Jan. In other languages 
"John" has a different form - in Russian or Ukrainian it is 
Ivan (Polish spelling !wan), and German,c;.tend to prefer a 

form like Janke or something beginning with Han-. So 
Jankowski is a name you'd expect to find used almost 
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exclusively by ethnic Poles. 

Logic suggests such a surname could get started anywhere 

they spoke Polish and had people . named Jan - in other 
words, virtually anywhere in Poland. And the information in 

the surname dictionary con.firms this. There are 65,942 people 
with this name, living in all 49 of Poland's provinces. The 
largest numbers appear in areas with the greatest population 
concentration; but there is no part of Poland without its 
Jankowskis. 

This data suggests, however, that there are places one is less 
likely to find a lot of Jankowskis. Note the provinces with less 
than 250: Biala Pod.laslca, Chelm, Krosno, Nowy Saez, 
Przemysl, Rzeszow, and Tamow. Locate them on the first 
map: they are all in the eastern or southeastern part of Poland. 
The low frequency of names probably owes a lot to population 
density and size, but it cannot be an accident that these are 
also the areas where one begins to encounter a linguistic 
transition .from Polish to Byelorussian and Ukrainian. One 
would expect to see fewer Jankowskis and more lwanowskis 

and Wankowskis in those provinces, because those names 
derive from the eastern Slavic versions of "John," rather than 
the Polish. 

Hoffmann, on the other hand, is clearly of German origin. 

True, it might be borne by people who considered themselves 
Poles through and through; and there are more than a few 
Jews with this name. But the linguistic origin of the name is 
incontestably German. As such, this name should be most 
common in areas formerly part of Germany or heavily 
colonized by Germans. And sure enough, with the exception 
of Warsaw (126), the Hoffmanns are concentrated in western 
Poland, with large numbers in Bydgoszcz (549), Gdansk 
(352), Katowice (386), and especially Poznan (1,435). The 

total number of Hoffmanns is 5, 187, so I thought any 
concentration of more than 100 (about 2 % of the total) was 
worth noting on the map. 

It is interesting, by the way, to note that even though their 
numbers in the eastern provinces are minimal, Hojfmanns do 

appear in 43 of Poland's 49 provinces; this suggests German­
sounding names are not found only in western Poland. I did 

not map the occurrence of the spelling variations Hoffman and 
Hofman, but the distribution pattern seems to be roughly 
similar to that for Hoffmann. 

With Jankowski and Hoffmann we see more or less what we 

might expect to see, but Harasim has a surprise or two. The 
surname comes from the Ukrainian first name Harasym .(from 

Greek Gerasimos), according to Prof. Rymut (Nazwiska 

Polakow, Zaklad Narodowy im. Ossolinskich, 1991, p. 131). 

A3 such, it seems likely to appear primarily in the areas where 
modem Poland's borders meet those of Ukraine; also, 



because of historical links between Lithuania, Belarus, and 
Ukraine;:, it may well show up in areas bordering Lithuania and 

Belarus as well . 

On my first map, any province with more than 35 (2 % of the 

total of 1,765) is marked with a star, and in fact, we do see 

the greatest concentrations of people named Harasim in the 

eastern provinces of Poland, especially Chel.m (64), Lublin 

(165), Siedlce (205), Suwalki (293), and Zamosc (256). There 

are also quite a few in Warsaw (112), but perhaps that is 
because the capital of a country tends to draw members of all 

the ethnic groups living in it. It is surprising, however, that 

there aren't more Harasims in the southeastern provinces of 

Przemysl (8), Rzeszow (0), and K.rosno (O); that is where I 

would have expected to find the majority of them. (The 

introduction to Volume I mentions that the data bank had 

surname data on 36,440,055 of the 37,396 ,600 persons living 

in Poland at the end of 1990; Przemysl , Rzeszow, and Krosno 

provinces were among those from which data for large 

numbers of inhab itants was unavailable. Some Harasims may 

have been among those left out). 

But what particularly surprised me was finding Harasims in 

Gdansk (67), Katowice (84), Koszalin (55), and Olsztyn (80). 

These are all provinc es historically associated with Germany, 

not Russia, Lithuania , or Ukraine . I had thought people tended 

to stay, more or less, in their native areas - historically 

Poland's society has obviously been far less mobile than that 

of, say, the United States. Yet here are significant numbers of 

Ukrainians living clear on the other side of Poland! 

Anyone with training in logic , statistics , science or 

possessing good old horse sense - knows you don't jump to 

conclusions on insuffi cient data , so I decided to look quickly 

at the listings for more distinctively Ukrainian names. I soon 

found three good candidates : !wan , Hawryluk, and 

Federowicz. !wan is the Polish spelling of Ukrainian Ivan, 

"John"; Hawry/uk comes from Ukrainian Gavril or Gavrilo, 

"Gabriel"; and Federowicz is from Fedir, "Theodore" (in 

Polish Teodor; the form Feder- strongly indicates Ukrainian, 

not Polish, origin) . 

In the case of !wan, there are 4,397 , most of them in eastern 

Poland - but Gdansk shows 77, Katowice 556, Koszalin 81, 

and Olsztyn 31. Hawryluk shows 2,538, with Elblag having 

48, Gdansk 44, Katowice 101, and Koszalin 55. Federowicz. 

totals 3,224, of which 111 are in Gdansk province, 104 in 

Katowice, 189 in Opole, 179 in Walbrzych, 188 in Wroclaw, 

and 232 in Zielona Gora - almost one-third of the Polish 

citizens named Federowicz live in the western third of the 

country! 

I tried to think of some historical explanation as to why so 

many Ukrainians would have strayed so far from home, and 

devised several ingenious theories. The real answer was 

simpler, an<l should have been obvious to me. After Wor ld 
War II the Soviets forced vast numbers of people from eastern 

Poland, mostly ethnic Ukrainians, to relocate to the western 

Ziemie Odzyskane (recovered territories), as the Poles call 

them - areas appropriated from Germany and given to Poland 

to compensate it for eastern territory seized by the Soviet 
Union. The Germans who had been living in western Poland 

there were just as roughly relocated across the border to East 
Germany. The second map illustra tes the differen ce between 

Poland's current borders, outlined in black, and its pre-1939 

territory, shaded; Poland was, in effect , shifted westward. 

In the words of one person I consulted, "Too bad there 

wasn't a similar compilation in 1939!" - i. e., before all 

these relocations blurred the patterns of ethnic distribution. 

Massive data compilations such as the S/ownik nai:wisk are not 

easy to use, but they offer a way to test theories and 

expectations against hard facts. My primitive analyses pay 

insufficient attention to population size and density , but now 

I have bard evidence to back me up when I tell people, "Poles 

don't necessarily live in Poland, Ukrainians don't necessarily 

live in Ukraine, Germans don' t necessarily live in Germany , " 

etc. And, in the process, I have learned some things I didn't 

know before, and been reminded of things I had forgotten. 

You can't ask for better than that! 

ree r n.::, 

Federation of East European Family 
History Societies 

eMail : feefbs@feefbs .org 

WWW: http: //feefbs.o rg 

P. 0 . Box 510898 

Salt Lake Ci1y, U1ah 84 151-0898, USA 
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Hoffmann: 5,187 (Hoffman: 2.570; Hofman: 3,799) 

Biala Podlaska: 4 Opole: 143 

Bialystok: - Ostrol~ka: 14 

Bielsko•Biala: 84 Pila: 317 

Bydgoszcz: 549 Piocrk6w Trybunalski: 3 

Cheim: I Plock: 3 

Ciechan6w: 4 Poznan: 1,4.35 

Cz~stochowa: 76 Przemysl: I 

Elblclg: I 02 Radom:-

Gdansk: j52 Rzeszow:. 4 

Gorz6w Wlkp .: 130 Siedlce:-

Jelenia G6ra: 27 Sieradz: 4 

Kalisz: 287 Skiemiewice : j 

Katowice: j 86 >F Slupsk: j6 

Kielce: 6 Suwalki: 7 

Konin: 42 Szczecin: 90 

Koszalin: 45 Tamobrzeg : -

Krakow: 46 Tam6w : 5 

Krosno: 2 Toruri: 201 >B 

Legnica: 28 Waibrzych: 29 

Leszno: 214 )x4 Warsaw : 126 )x4 

c.6di: 27 Wlocawek: 6 

. Eomza 27 - Wroclaw: 122 . . 

Lublin: 6 Zamosc:-

Nowy S~cz: I Zielona Gora: 182 

Olsztyn: 37 

----------------------, 
Harasim : 1,765 

Biala Podlaska: 18 

Bialyst0k: 99 * 
Bielsko-Biala: 7 

Bydgoszcz: 29 

Chelm: 64 * 
Ciechan6w: -

Cz~stochowa: I 

Elblqg: 12 

Gdansk: 67 * 
Gorzow Wielkopolski : 2 

Jelenia Gora: 4 

Kalisz: 9 

Katowice: 84 * 
Kielce: 2 

Konin:-

Koszalin:55 * 
Krakow: 11 

Krosno: -

Legnica: -

Leszno: 7 

- I:.6di: 8 

I:.omia: I 

Lublin: 165 * 
Nowy S<lcz: • l 

Olsztyn: 80 * 

Opole: 8 

Ostrol~ka: 5 

Pila: 10 

Piotrk6w Trybunalski : -

Plock:~ 

Poznan : 25 

Przemysl: 8 

Radom:-

Rzeszow:-

Siedlce: 205 * 
Sieradz: l 

Skierniewice: 8 

Slupsk: 22 

Suwalki: 293 * 
Szczecin: 8 

Tarnobrzeg: 24 

Tarn6w : -

Torun: 5 

Walbrzych: 5 

Warsaw: 112 ·* 
Wlocawek: 4 • • 

Wroclaw: 3 

Zamosc: 256 * · . 
Zielona Gora: 24 

Jankowski: 65,942 

Biala Podlaska: 246 

Bialystok: 850 

Biclsko•Biala: 456 

Bydgoszcz: J,748 

Chclm: 230 

Cicchan6w: 1,085 

Cz~stochowa: 490 

Elblqg: 1,456 

Gdansk: 3,667 

Gorz6w Wlkp: 1,123 

Jelenia Gora: 783 

Kalisz: 1,824 

Katowice: 2,607 

Kieke: 878 

Konin: 1,496 

Koszalin: 1.037 

Krakow: 628 

Krosno: 113 

Legnica: 938 

Leszno: 1,414 

I:.6di: 2,014 

I:.omia: 1,822 

Lubl1n:· ·1~229 

Nowy Sc!cz: 202 

Olsnyn: 2,0n 

Opole: 606 

Ostrol~ka: 781 

~ila: 1,291 
Piocrk6w Trybunalski: 293 

Plock: 2,444 

Poznan: 4,645 

Przemysl: I 06 

Radom: 1,046 

Rzcszow: 122 

Siedlce: 515 
Sieradz: 490 

Skiemiewice: 911 

Slupsk: I, I 14 

Suwalki: 1,825 

Szczecin: 2,046 

Tamobrzeg: 3 14 

Tarnow: 204 

Toruri: 2,607 

Waibrzych: 353 

Warsaw: 6,139 

Wlocawek: 1,873 

_Wroclaw: 1,902 

Zamosc: 1,609 

Zielona Gora: 1,278 
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DOG-PADDLING THE INTERNET 
FOR GENEALOGY 

by John D. Movius 

[Reprinted J,y pmnission of the author from Der Blumenbaum, 

newsltrrer of the Sacramento Gennan Genealogy Society, vol. 

12, no. 4 (April-June) 1995, pp. 166-167.) 

There I was recently - dog-paddling on the Internet for the 
first time. I finally jumped into that big on-line worldwide 

digit.11 ocean called the information superhighway. It was think 
or sink time. Someday maybe I'll get to a point that I can 
"surf the net" with the best of them on my computer 
surtboard; that is if arthritis or Alzheimer's don't get to me 

first. 

Until now I've avoided on-line action, scared of the time loss 
resulting from answering megabytes of unsolicited e-mail. I 
can't always answer all my ":nail mail" post.11 correspondence 

as it is. A year ago I saw CompuServe's genealogy activities 

and was not impressed. Last Christmas on my son's computer 
in Denver, I looked into CompuServe's genealogy forum 
again, ~ing its "Go Roots" command. This time, I was 
pleased at the increased activity and much larger index of 

topics, including a "tiny tafel" (a small Ahnentafe{). 

So as a starter, I'm now exploring on-line services and the 
Internet on a friend's computer. This way I hope to avoid 
becoming a case of e-mail road-kill on the digital 
superhighway until I've learned how to dodge unwanted e­

mail. I'll leave it to others to explain how to install your 
modem and log onto America Online or the Internet. I'm now 
using some introductory free hours to check out AOL and 

CompuServe further. Here are my initial conclusions on AOL 
and the Internet "gopher": 

America Online (AOL) 

The opportunities for doing genealogy here are significant. 

The AOL Genealogy Group has five bulletin-board indexes of 
topics and activities. Example: under "meetings,· a German 

SIG (Special Interest Group) meets every Wednesday evening 

at 7 p.m. PST. AOL SIG's have an on-line host. Many 
questions, comments, and answers are exchanged there. 

The East European group meets Saturdays at 5 p.m. PST, on 
AOL For example, eight new genealogy societies sponsored 
by FEEFHS (Austria, Bulgaria, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, 

Romania, Russia, and Silesia) are now listed. In addition, 

there is a surname bulletin board. The surname alphabet is 
divided into over a dozen groups on AOL The Family History 

Library staff monitors th.is AOL group from time to time; 
articulate responses were recently posted by FHL staff 
members Larry Jensen and Steve B~el. • 
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Cost of on-line services 
AOL costs US $9.95 a month for 5 hours, then US$ 2.95 

hour. Compare this to CompuServe, which charges USS 9.9'5 
a month, but bas a premium surcharge for its Roots gcnealo'1" 
group. This probably is why many more genealogists 
found on AOL CompuServe. 

The Internet 
My friend bas an Internet account through the University ol 
California-Davis, so recently I was able to do some genealogy 

record searching with a neat feature called gopher. Gopher i:J 

a menu-based guide to Internet directories developed by 

University of Minnesota - whose mascot is the golden gop~­
Tbe University of California-Davis's connection to Internet 

permits use of gopher, Melvyl (the University of Califo~­
wide library computer index, and the World Wide Wt!o 

(WWW) through Mosaic - but these are future stories. BJ 

enter the "other gophers" topic in the UC-Davis gopher index, 
I discovered a gopher search routine called Veronica. 

Veronica is able to search all the gophers in the electronic md 

geographic world called "gopherspace" - where gophers 

reside in over ten thousand computers around the world. II 

will search for a key word or words and report a list of ..!I 

gopher-linked computers worldwide that have a directory 

containing that key word in a minute or two. However, it will 

find only the first 200 gopher citations for your key word. 

unless you append an -m to your request so as to list all of 

them. 

I entered Genealogy -m and soon ended up with 586 
directories of genealogy information from as many computers 

in North America, Europe, and Australia. It may take anothei­

several dozen sessions just to see what is of importance to me 

on each of them. Navigating through the library with Veronica 
is as easy as pressing Enter" to see more detail or "u" (for up) 

to escape to the prior level. In scanning all those directory 
names, one in particular caught my eye - the Digital Llbruy 

for German-Russian Genealogy. 

The Digital Library for ~nnan-Rmsian Genealogy 

This service is listed under Veronica as German-Russian 
Genealogy. It is a large and growing library of text and 

compressed GEDCOM files of valuable data, and it b.1s 

gateways to three other important genealogy gophers. 

The first page of topics includes German-Russian villa~ 

newsletters, extracts of the 1910 federal census from five 

South Dakota counties rich with Germans from Russia, 

extracts of vital records from a Eureka, SD, Lutheran church, 

plus GEDCOM genealogy files of Alt-Postal, Bergdorf, 

Brunnantal, Kassel, and other Black-Sea German colonies. 

It also included many Germanic surname genealogy files 

.......ii 



extracted from P AF (Personal Ancestral File), other lists of 
Germanic-Russian names extracted from various genealogy 

sources, and an "Odessa" file with the names and e-mail 

addresses of about 20 persons researching Black Sea 
genealogy. There are files of German-Russians extracted from 

various Bowdle, Java, Leola, and Selby, SD, jubilee and 

centennial books (with full names, birth dates, and page 

references). 

Most important are the extracts of naturalization files (first 

papers listing name, age, port, and year of entry) from the 

Dakota Supreme Court and three South Dakota co~ties (Bon 

Homme, Davison, and Yankton). And not to be overlooked 

are extract!. of German-Russian obituaries from the 1928-1935 

issues of Staars Anzeiger, a South Dakota German-language 

newspaper. 

The second page of the "table of contents" here yields more 

important topics. There are the St. Petersburg extractions by 

the GRHS (Germans from Russian Historical Society -

examples include Gliickstal marriages and Grofiliebental 

extractions), United States land records (Walworth County, 

SD, about 1906), and indexes of GRHS and AHSGR 

(American Historical Society uf Germans from Russia) 

publications. 

There are also three gateways to genealogy gophers, or 

computer-genealogy "servers," at Brigham Young University, 

Penn State University, and the University of Toledo. Browsing 

through them, I noticed gopher links to the Library of 

Congress and the National Archives. Wow! While these 

gophers can also · be accessed directly on the Internet, this is 

a cool feature. 

If you are searching for your Black Sea German-Russian 

heritage or just want to check out the possibility that a unique 

German surname might be found there, you cannot consider 

your search complete without checking this text library on the 

Internet, created by Prof. Roger W. Ehri~h of Virginia Tech 

at Blacksburg, Virginia. 

ro s:.im it up for the Internet and other on-line genealogy 

services and paraphrase in the language of Forrest Gump: 
"On-line genealogy is like a box o' chocolates. You never 

know what you're gonna get." But you can be sure of one 

thing - it will be a pleasant and useful genealogy surprise. 

<> 1995, John D. Movius. All republishing rights reserved. 

BENDER GENEALOGY SOCIETY 
by John D. Movius and Darlene Bender 

This surname group evolved from the recent availability of 

FHL microfilms of St. Petersburg consistory duplicate church 

books of Black Sea German-Russian colonies and from the 

associated extraction work underway by FEEFHS member 

societies GRHS and AHSGR. Both provided the incentive to 

start research on Darlene Bender's German-Russian ancestry. 

Darlene's grandfather Johannes came from Worms in the 

Beresan district just north of Odessa. Her mother was a Bentz 

from Neudorf, a Gliickstal colony just northwest of Worms. 

While Alma WiedC?rrich Wash bum published Johann Bentz II 

and Descendants 1834-1988, no corresponding work has 
occurred on the Bender side, where significant voids still 
exist. 

Our starting point was with Margaret Freeman of Gliickstal 

Colonies Research Association (GCRA) - also a FEEFHS 

member. She suggested contact with four persons mentioned 

below and she has been an important source of advice and 

information. 

Digital Library of German-Russian Genealogy: Roger 

Ehrich of Blacksburg, Virginia created and administers this on 

the Internet (ehrich@vtcsi.cs.vt.edu). His 28-topic text 

database contained obituaries from Java, SD, and census 

listings. These helped to establish some South Dakota family 
links for Darlene's Bender Grandparents. More recently we've 

searched other parts of Roger's growing Germanic digital 

library, including the Sraars Anzeiger obituaries and Dakota 

supreme court naturalization records. Assistance also came 
from other searchers including LeRoy Bender of Java, SD, 

Ron Kremer of Linton, ND, Joy Lausch of Jamestown, ND, 
and Chris Mauch of Bismarck, ND. 

Church books: Ed Schulz of Fresno provided photocopies of 

his Rohrbach and Worms extraction sheets that mentioned 

Bender and related sumamc.S such as Eck.art, Jahraus, Wiest 

and Mauch. GRHS Rohrbach/Worms Village Coordinator 

Erwin Ulmer was helpful in photocopying the records of a 

number of Bender ancestors we were unaware of and helping 

to sort out the various Bender families there. 

P AF version 2.31 database was selected to organize our 

growing findings. GCRA P AF data coordinator Herb Tabert 

of Salt Lake has a 31,000 name PAF database of Gliickstal 

families and their descendants. He downloaded on a 

GEDCOM disk all his Bender and Bentz associated names, 

providing an instant database of 5,800 Bender related 

surnames from the Gliickstal colonies. · Since then he's 

provided 2,000 more files of related surnames. We now 
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exchange mail weekly on new Bender files in Gliickstal we 
come up with. 

Ancestral Quest software is used with PAF. It may be the 
only Windows genealogy software program that operates 
seamlessly with PAF's DOS data files on IBM PC's. We use 
Ancestral Quest under Windows 3.11 to search, merge and 
sometimes edit our DOS 6.2i PAF files. There is no need to 

copy GEDCOM data between the two, so a quick switch is 

possible from one to the other. The Ancestral Quest 
match/merge routines are far superior to PAF's match/merge 
for large databases. . 

Bender P AF Database: We hav~ over 11,200 P AF records of 

Bender and Bentz related individuals, including over 3,800 
marriages and additions each week increase its size. This 

database has been helpful in finding ancestral Benders for their 
descendants and in uniting a number of lost lines with the 
linking (matching) techniques. We are glad to share 
information in it. Pedigree charts and family group sheets with 
reference notes arc available on request, in printed form or on 
any size/density computer diskette. We ask persons who send 
queries to also include what they know about their own 
Bender-related lines. 

Objectives: Our initial effort was to link Bender and 
descendant lines that came to the Dakotas from 
Rohrbach/Worms, Ukraine with Benders and descendants from 

other Black Sea colonies including Gliickstal and 
Gro6liebcntal. It grew to include Bessarabian colonies such as 
Leipzig, Teplitz and Alt-Elf with the assistance of Ralph Ruff, 
a GRHS/ AHSGR village coordinator. 

It soon became clear that linking some Bender lines in 

America, Germany and the German colonies of Russia back 
to common ancestors in Germany is possible. This is now the 

central focus of our effort. Thanks to our P AF database, the 
German-Russian church-book extractions and the help of 
others, it has become a far easier job to link up some of these 
lines than you might suspect. 

Benders ir. Stumpp: Twenty two Bender emigrants from 
Germany to Russia arc listed by Stumpp. Nineteen Benders 
went to the Ukraine and three Benders went to the Volga. 

Most churchbooks (of Baden or Wiirttemberg towns where 
many left from) go back to the 17th century - some as far 
back as 1627 or 1650 - thus there is a good chance of finding 

some more Bender ancestral links. A Research Note is 
available listing the microfilm numbers of all parish 

churchbooks from which a Bender is said to have emigrated 
to Russia. 

Village Coordinators and the Ancestral FIie: We are starting 

to work with village coordinators having a· Bender in their 
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village, including Black Sea, Volga and elsewhere in Russia. 
Addresses of 48 GRHS and 110 AHSGR village coordinatoo 
plus several dozen Bender submitters to the FHL Ancestral 
File have been assembled. We hope to enlist their eooperatioa 
to exchange information as we or they find a Bender related 

person or family. 

The Flil. Ancestral File lists 7 49 Benders, some from SO 

Ancestral File submitters who are Bender record searchers but 
not active in GRHS or AHSGR. This database is another 
source of clues to missing surname links. We now add the 

Flil. Ancestral File Number (AFN) as an additional identifier 
as the ID number in our P AF files. This aids in quickly 
linking a P AF record to one in the Ancestral File. 

International Genealogical Index (IGI) and SSDI: The IGI 
has about 12,110 Benders in Germany, contains 278 Benden 

from Central European countries and 406 Benders from 
America and Canada. These IGI listings are checked 
periodically and sometimes help us. Another useful source is 

the Social Security Death Index, with several thousand Bender 

listings. We use it selectively to confirm and add birth and 
death details. 

CD-ROM Telephone Directories: Over 12,000 Bender 
households in America have listed addresses in the 

SelectPhone CD-ROM telephone directory. There are another 

770 Canadian Benders in the CanadaPhone CD-ROM 
directory. These are quite helpful to us when it comes time to 

write or to call a possible ancestor. 

Related Surnames: In addition to over 1,500 Bender files, we 
have many related surnames where marriages and descendant 

lines occurred: These include 700+ Dockter, 370+ 

Wiederrich, 200+ Bentz, 180+ Stroh, 140+ Kirschmann, 
125 + Pfeifle, 90 Keller, 85 Mauch, 70 Bollinger, 68 Glasser, 

65 Hieb, 60+ Wolf/Wolff and over 50 Graf files. There arc 

another 80+ surnames which are listed over 15 times. We 
invite inquiry by anyone with a Bender connection. We will 
search our database and then share our holdings of all such 

related surnames either in a family group record printout or a 
GEDCOM disk form. 

We respond to Bender/related surname genealogy queries via 
the Internet at dabender@ucdavis.edu or through AOL at 

darbend@aol.com . However we much prefer •snail mail• 
sent to P. 0. Box 4327, Davis CA 95617-4327. We recently 
joined FEEFHS to help • spread the word" about our existence 
as a surname society with East European roots. We 

recommend other East European surname societies join us in 
support of FEEFHS. 

° Copyright 1995, Bender Genealogy Society; all republishing 
rights reserved. 



PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 
by Charles M. Hall 

FEEFHS has now functioned with its constitutionally elected 

officers almost a year. During that year, we have met some 

challenges, due to our "DIVERSITY," which have put quite 

a strain on our "UNITY" and HARMONY." However, we 

have survived the trauma and are optimistic about the events 

we have planned for 1995. 

I would like to express special thanks to our vice presidents 

for their work on the Conventions planned for 1995, and also 

to Duncan Gardiner for his work on the Cleveland 

Convention. I would also like to thank our Vice Presidents and 

Eunice Pines, of Traverse City, Michigan, for their publicity 

efforts which have brought our Member Society enrollment up 

to 67 and increased our individual membership. 

Other thanks to A:aa J ojic and Kathy Fisher, our treasurer and 

secretary; To Kathy Felt of Plano, Texas, who did an audit of 

our financial books and to our Membership Chair, Radmila 

Ranovic, for her good work. 

We have met some wonderful people, not directly associated 

with FEEFHS, who have also been a great help to us. I will 

here give a couple of examples; 

1- Glen Harris of the LDS Church Family History Department 

is a close associate of Lynn Carson, of the microfilm 

negotiating team in Europe . Along with being my third cousin, 

Glen bas a special relationship with FEEFHS, since some of 

bis ancestors come from Ex-Yugoslavia. Glen put me in touch 

with Petr Klasinc of Maribor, Slovenia. 

2- Petr Klasinc is one of the chief archivists in Slovenia. He 

has some ambitious plans for archives in Ljubljana as well as 

Maribor, such as compiling data on Compact Disks. When I 

visited his modem archives of Maribor in 1991, be was in 

China doing some negotiating. His efficient staff treated me 
well. 

Mr. Klasinc informed Glen Harris that be would be hosting a 

special meeting for archivists near the end of March, 1995. 

As a FEEFHS Executive Council, we would like to remind 

currently established Genealogical Societies, that we are still 

diligently pursuing our goal of helping budding ethnic and 

regional societies, in their efforts to get established. From our 

current perspective, there is no such thing as "too many" East 

European Family History Societies. To date we have not met 

a "budding society" that appeared to be superfluous. We love 

you all, and we admire your courage and detc1mination to 

combine your talents to • fill vital needs. " 

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 
by John C. Alleman 

I would like to take the opportunity provided by this space, 

which would otherwise be empty, to thank those who have 

contributed the information that appears in the previous pages. 

Most of the artjcles were submitted some time ago, and 

everyone bas been waiting patiently to see them in print. The 

delay bas been caused principally by my own lack of time to 

devote to assembling the material so it could be printed. My 

translation business bas unexpectedly grown to the point where 

I now have more work to do than I ever thought I would. 

This issue of the Newslerrer appears in the same format as was 

used in Volumes I and II, but I hope that this will be the last 

one to have this appearance. Exciting new computer programs 

are now available that we can use to make the Newsletter 

easier and more pleasant to read. I have already received some 

helpful sugg~.c;tions in this regard, especially from John 

Movius and Stanley Brescoll, but it was not possible to 

implement them for this ·issue, unfortunately . If other readers 

have ideas on this subject, now is the time to let us know. 

We continue to struggle with the issue of copyrights, which 

sometimes conflicts with our desire to disseminate information 

as widely as possible. Our intention is that all material in the 

Newsletter and Resource Guide be freely available for copying 

by interested people and organizations, provided that 

appropriate credit is given, and unless the articles have 

separate copyrights. Therefore, please observe the following 

statement, which will appear in all future issues in some form: 

Quotations are permitted when prefaced or followed by 

a statement such as: "As found in the FEEFHS Newsletter 

(of a given date), published at P.O. Box 21346, Salt 

Lake City, UT, 84121-0346" 

Information that bears a separate copyright should only be 

reproduced with permission of the author . · 

Since this issue of the Newsletter is appearing late, there is 

only a short time before the next issue is due to appear, some 

time in June. Contributions are welcome for this as well as for 

. future issues. Organizational members are especially requested 

to submit descriptions of the activities of their organizations, 

so that interested people will know how to join or otherwise 

benefit from their activities and so that other organizations will 

not duplicate their efforts. 

Please send suggestions and/or contributions to me at: 204 W. 

300 North, Salt Lake City, UT 84103-1108, or fax them to 

(801) 359-9304. Articles for publication are especially . 

appreciated if submitted on a 3 ½" IBM-compatible diskette, 

but we can handle information in al.most any other form, too. 
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CONVENTION AND CONFERENCE ISSUE 

July 1995 

by Ed Brandt, together with Duncan Gardiner, Walt Ruse!, Jerry Frank, Paul Makousky, 
Doris Sadar, John Movius and others 

FEEFHS will hold two major events this summer: its international convention in Cleveland, Ohio, on August 3-5, and its western 

regional conference in Calgary, Alberta, on July 25. Registration forms are included with this issue. Please register immediately, 

if possible, to spare us the agony of guessing how many people we need to accommodate. Our visiting European speaker at 
Clevel~c! is expected to be Dr. Peter Pavel Klasinc, head of the Institute for Archival Science in Maribor, Sloveni~. At the time 

this goes to press , we were informed that it was 95 % certain that he would attend. 

A special feature at both the Calgary conference and the Cleveland convention will a short course: "Creating your *Own 

HomePage* for the *FEEFHS HomePage* ." This will consists of two lectures with ;i,::ced.ited representatives of existing and new 

organizational members of FEEFHS and professional translators and profe~sional genealogists, so they can create their *Own 

HomePage* for posting on the World Wide Web of the Internet at the *FEEFHS HomePage* address 

< http://dcn.davis.ca. us/~ feefhs/ >. It presumes those attending have a minimum skill level with a computer word processor. 

It will include an overview of HTML 2 and HTML+ hypertext coding. It will be taught by FEEFHS vice-president John D. 

Movius. He is webmaster and editor of the *FEEFHS HomePage*, a member of the DCN (Davis Community Net) web team, 

and an international HTML Guild. The course includes optional lecture materials at US $5.00. Prospective attendees are asked 

to e-mail your interest in attending this course to < feefhs@wheel.dcn.davis.ca. us>, write to John at P. 0. Box 4327, Davis, 

CA 95617-4327 or phone him at (916) 753-3206. 
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II MEETINGS I 
FEEFlIS Western 

Regional Conference 

July 25, 1995 
Calgary Multicultural Centre 

712 5th St., Calgary, AB 

PROGRAM 
(times still tentative) 

Tuesday, July 25, 1995 

9 a.m.: 

Check-in of pre-registered persons; new registrations; 

book sales begin 

9:30-10:30 a.m.: 

(I) George Gette, "Saskatchewan Resources for East 

European Genealogy" 

(2) Miriam Hall Hansen, "They Came from Russia and 

Spoke German: The St. Petersburg Lutheran Registers and 

Other Records" 

(3) John D. Movius, "Using the Internet and Online 

Services for East European Genealogy" 

10:40-11:40 a.m.: 

(1) Doug Dale, "Bukovina Settlements in Saskatchewan: 

Germans, Romanians and Ukrainians" 

(2) Ewald Wuschke, "Researching Germans from 

Volhynia and Central Poland· 

11:50 a.m.-12:50 p.m. : 

Box lunch 

Speaker: Edward R. Brandt, "A Summary of East 

European Genealogical Resources for All Ethnic Groups" 

1-2 p.m.: 

(1) David M. Bickman, "Jewish Emigration to Alberta 
from Ukraine" 

(2) George Bowman, "Russian German Genealogical 

Resources in North Dakota" 

2: 10-3:10 p.m.: 

(1) Virginia A. Less, "Records Pertaining to the Interwar 
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Soviet German Lutheran Refugees Quartered in Harbin. 

China, Pending Travel to the Americas" 

(2) Walt Rusel, "Introduction to Ukrainian Genealogical 

Research" 

(3) Richard Thiessen, "Mennonite Genealogy : From 

Prussia to Russia to the Americas" 

3:20-4:20 p.m . : 

(1) Edward R . Brandt, "An Overview of Germanic 

Settlements in Eastern Europe" 

(2) Gerald Frank, "Translating 19th-Century Polish 

Records 

John D. Movius will hold a two-hour workshop at one of the 

nearby hotels on "Building Your Own Organizational Home 

Page on World Wide Web," with admission limited to 

representatives of FEEFHS member organizations, 

professional translators, and professional genealogists , whe 

have jointed FEEFS by the convention (see nc,te on page 23). 

This will be either at 7-9 a.m. or 7-9 p.m. 

TAPING, REGISTRATION, LUNCH, 
BOOK SALES AND DISPLAYS 

All the presentations , except for John Movius ' s workshop, will 

be taped. Tapes will be available for sale. The registration fee 

is $25Cdn or $20US. The Centre has no facilities for serving 

meals, but a box lunch can be ordered for $7Cdn or $5.50US. 

Please register early, if at all possible, so as to facilitate 

convention planning. Make checks payable to FEEFHS and 

mail to Walt Rusel, R. R. #2, Cochrane, AB T0L 0W0, 

Canada. Walle-ins will be registered on a space-available basis. 

There will be two or three simultaneous presentations during 

each one-hour time slot, with a large room used 

simultaneously for registration, book sales and displays. For 

information as to any program ch~g_es, contact Jerry Frank, 
120 Stradwick Rise s. W ., Calgary, AB T3H IG8, or Ed 

Brandt, 13 - 27th Ave. S.E., Minneapolis, MN 55414-3101. 

Publishers and authors of books relevant to East European 

genealogy who wish to have them displayed and/or sold at the 

convention should mail them to Walt Rusel at the above 

address. We recommend that you send some order forms as 

well, given the uncertainty as to attendance. Items are also 

solicited for a display of East European maps and other 

pertinent items. Member societies are invited to send 

membership brochures for interested part ies, as well as 

samples of their publications for browsing and review. 



II 
MEETINGS II 

HOTELS IN CALGARY 

The Radisson Plaz.a Hotel is _reserved exclusively for people 

attending the convention of the American Historical Society of 

Germans from Russia. Since AHSGR has a Genealogy 

Workshop on July 26, you may wish to stay in Calgary for 
another day even if you had not planned to attend the AHSGR 

convention. Single-day registration for the AHSGR convention 
is SIS, with a fee of $45 for AHSGR members and $55 for 

others who wish to attend the entire convention. For further 

information, send a self-addressed, stamped envelope to 

Martha Nielsen, 2940 Toronto Cres. N.W., Calgary, AB T2N 
3W5. If you are writing from outside Canada, enclose an 

International (Postal) Reply Coupon, which is available at any 

post office, instead of a stamp. Besides the Radisson, two 

other hotels reasonably close to the Calgary Multicultural 

Centre are the: (1) Delta Bow Valley Hotel, associated with 
Delta Airlines (call 1-800-268-1133 for reservations) and the 

(2) Palliser Hotel, across the street from the Radisson (call 1-

403-260-1220 for reservations). 

ABOUT OUR CALGARY SPEAKERS 

David M. Bickman is a 47-year-old lawyer and an Alberta 

native who has been doing genealogical research since 1983. 

His research concerning his paternal ancestors has taken him 

to Brazil twice, to Israel several times, and to various parts of 

the United States. He is the vice-president of the Jewish 

Historical Society of Southern Alberta. For his Ukrainian 

research, he has engaged professionals who know the 

language. A book on his paternal ancestors is now in the 

works. David also plans to write articles on pre-World War I 

Jewish life in Ukraine and emigration from Ukraine to Alberta 

in 1881-1914. Some of this material will be incorporated into 

the lecture or offered as a handout. He has some facility in 

Hebrew. 868 Shawnee Drive S.W., Calgary, AB T2Y 1X3. 

George McKinley Bowman traces his paternal (Bauman) 

ancestry from the Rhineland to the French and Indian War in 
Pennsylvania. Ancestors included a Loyalist prisoner of war 

in the American Revolution and were involved with the War 

of 1812 in Ontario, as well as the Indian Wars in Dakota 
Territory during the American Civil War. His maternal 

(Lacher) ancestors emigrated from Alsace to the Black Sea 

area to Dakota Territory. He was the first chair of the 

Genealogy Committee of the Germans from Russia Heritage 

Society and is presently chair of the Obituary Subcommittee. 

G'"..orge has served on the Board of Trustees of the American 
Historical Society of Germans from Russia since 1992, 

currently chairing the Endowment Committee. He has 

presented workshops for the Manitoba Genealogical Society, 

the Germans from Russia Heritage Society, and the American 
Historical Society of Germans from Russia. His main interest 

is German migration patterns caused by wars or the search for 
better crop land. In business life, he founded the North 

American Pump Corporation, one of the 1000 outstanding 
companies started by University of Minnesota Engineering 

School graduates. 5026 Belmont Rd., Grand Forks, ND 
58201-8046. 

Edward Reimer Brandt, Ph.D ., A.G., vice-president of 

FEEFHS, i~ a Germanic specialist and East European 

generalist. His writings include Contents and Addresses of 

Hungarian Archives, with supplementary 
maJerialfor research on Gennan Ancestors from Hungary, a 

booklet on the Mennonites in Poland, and articles on 
Germanic and Polish research, as well as on the former Soviet 

Union. He co-authored Germanic Genealogy: 

A Guide to Worldwide Sources and Migration Patterns and 

Where to Look for Your Hard-to-Find German-Speaking 

Ancestors in Eastern Europe (which is strongest for Danube 

Swabians and Galician Germans). For seven years he worked 

in Europe. He lectures on Germanic and East European topics, 

serves as a genealogical consultant, and deciphers and 

translates German Gothic handwriting. 13 - 27th Ave. S.E., 

Minneapolis, MN 55414-3101. 

James Douglas (Doug) Dale is a 61-year-old farmer with a 

lifetime interest in genealogy and is the past president of the 

Saskatchewan Genealogical Society. Since his marriage to 

Hilda Schaffer, he has developed a strong interest in migration 

from the Bukovina to Saskatchewan, especially but not only 

the Germans. He is familiar with the methods required to do 
research in Saskatchewan generally, with specialization in the 

area from Balgonie to North Southey. Doug is an International 

Board Member of the Bukovina Society of the Americas, 
headquartered in Kansa.c;, and ha,; on t.V:C!!.Sion accompanied 

Dr. Kurt Rein of the Bukovina Institute in Augsburg, 

Germany, on trips around Saskatchewan. His computer 

program includes entries for about 15,000 individuals with 

some connection to the Bukovina. P.O. Box 386, Craik, SK 

SOG 0V0. 

Jeny Frank has been a closet historian for many years, but 

came out about nine years ago when he began to develop an 

interest in genealogy. This is his first presentation in the field, 
although he has spoken publicly about other topics. Jerry has 

compiled the surname exchange list for Wa.'Uluing Volhynians 

since its introduction in 1989 and is a regular contributor to 

that magazine. All the data which has been submitted is 
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II MEETINGS I 
compiled onto a database, which he published as Gennans 
from Poland and Volhynia - A research Guide, with a second 
volume pending. In bis own research, Jerry has traced bis 
paternal ancestors from Volhynia back to Poland in ca. 1790 
and bis maternal ancestors, who followed the same route, back 
ca. 1560 in Wiirttemberg. In the process, he has had to 

translate hundreds of Polish registration documents. 120 
Stradwick Rise S.W., Calgary, AB T3H 1G8. 

George Gette is an amateur genealogist, historian and 
folklorist with special interests in the Germans from Russia. 
During the past 15 years, George has given much of bis time 
to the Saskatchewan German Council and as director of the 
Saskatchewan Council of Cultural Organizations and the 
Regina Multicultural Council. He also served a director of 
the American Society of Germans from Russia. Papers 
previously presented include "Nicknames in St. Joseph's 
Colony in Saskatchewan" and "Researching the Germans from 
Russia.• An engineer by profe<:.c;ion, George is semi-retired 

and currently writing his family history. His parents were 
Volga Germans, and he traced both his maternal and paternal 
ancestors to the 1730's in Germany. 3619 White Bay, Regina, 
SK S4S 7C9. 

Miriam Hall-Hansen has been a genealogist for 30 years and 
has served as a volunteer at the Family History Library in Salt 

Lake City for ten years. She has assisted in the compilation of 
the Mecklenburg Gaunur and with the cataloging of the 
microfilmed duplicate records of the mostly German Lutheran 
Consistory of St. Petersburg, which included not only Western 
Russia but also the entire Black Sea area and Ukraine. Miriam 

has taught genealogy classes in the Salt Lake City school 
system and for the Family History Library. Her education 

included attendance at the Utah Technical College and the 
University of Utah. 470 East Garfield Ave., Salt Lake City, 
UT 84115. 

Virginia A. Less is a life member of the American Historical 
Society of Germans from Russia. She is the immediate past 
president of its Northern Illinois Chapter and currently serves 
as its genealogy chair and newsletter editor. Virginia is also a 
member of the Du Page County Genealogical Society and the 

Glen Ellyn Historical Society. Her personal research covers 
her family lines (Germans and Volga Germans) and those of 
her husband (Volhynian Germans), with a goal of eventual 
publication of the information she is compiling. In 1993 she 
participated with a group of her husband's relatives in a tour 
of ancestral villages in Ukraine and she has presented the story 
of this venture numerous times to area genealogical societies 
and other groups. Professionally, she is a commissioned lay 
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minister of the United Church of Christ, serving as Library 
Resource Coordinator in the local church in the local 
educational ministries, as well as in the capacity of Church 
Historical Archivist. 503 Ridgewood St., Glen Ellyn, IL 
60137. 

John D. Movius is vice president of FEEFHS and the SGGS, 
editor of the annual FEEFHS Resource Guide ro East 

European Genealogy (published each July) , and Sacramento 
Internet/Web Genealogy SIG leader . He graduated from 
Stevens Institute of Technolgy and Stanford University GSB 

(Sloan Executive Fellow). His research interests include 
Roman/medieval eras, the Baltics , all former German and 

Austro-Hungarian provinces, especially Pomerania and the 
German colonies in Russia. He has done on-site research in 
various European archives including the Vatican library. He 
lectures for the Sacramento and Simi Valley stake genealogy 

days on Germanic and East European genealogy. He is a 

German, East European and Russian problem solver for the 
AOL Genealogy Forum. c/o FEEFHS, P.O . Box 4327, Davis, 

CA 95617-4327. 

Walter Ruse), who serves as 3rd vice-president of FEEFHS, 
is the founding president of the Ukrainian Genealogical and 

Historical Society of Canada and has served in that capacity 
for 15 years and chair of the Calgary conference. He also 
edits its quarterly, Nase Leude (Our People) Newsletter. He 

prepared a display on Ukrainian-Canadian genealogy and 

culture for the 125th anniversary of the founding of the 
Dominion of Canada in 1992. He has often lectured on 
Ukrainian genealogy, mostly in W estem Canada, and has been 

used as a resource person by provincial societies and the LDS. 
He speaks some Ukrainian. R.R. # 2, Cochrane, Alberta TOL 
owo. 

Richard Thiessen is a librarian at Concord College (formerly 
the Centre for Mennonite Brethren Studies). He is thi; 

secretary of the Manitoba Mennonite Historical Society, editor 

of its newsletter and active on its genealogy committee. He is 

coordinating the efforts of a group of people knowledgeable in 
Russian who are proofreading the translation of the 1835 
Molotschna (Ukraine) Mennonite revision list, which is 
expected to be available by the time this appears in print. 
Besides being an expert on the Canadian Mennonites and their 

forebears in the Russian Empire and Polish Prussia, he also 
has som Canadian Mennonites who migrated to Mexico and 
Paraguay. Concord College, 1-169 Riverton Ave., Winnipeg, 
MB R2L 2E5. 
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Ewald Wuschke, a co-founder of FEEFHS, is the publisher of 

Wandering Volhynians: A Magazine for Descendants of 
Germans from Volhynia and Central Poland. This periodical, 

which has official representatives in Canada, the United States 

and Germany, has subscribers from all over North America, 

as ·.v~U as in Europe . Contact has also been established \ltith 

South American Volhynians. Ewald knows German and has 

frequently spoken at conventions and on lecture tours, since he 

is recognized as the leading North American expert on 

Volhynian Germans. Ewald has also ·published a detailed 

booklet on German parish registers in Central Poland. 3492 

West 39th Ave., Vancouver, BC V6N 3A2. 

FEEFHS Convention 
August 3-5, 1995 

Holiday Inn -- Middleburg Heights 
7230 Engle Rd., Middleburg Heights, OH 44130 

(near Cleveland airport on south side of town; 
hotel van available) 

REGISTRATION, BOOK SALES, AND 
GENEALOGICAL CONSULTATION 

Registration 

Check-in for pre-registered people and registration of walk-ins 

on a space-available basis : 

Thurs., Aug. 3, 7-10 p.m. 

Fri., Aug . 4, 8-11 a.m. 

Sat., Aug. 5, 8-11 a.m. 

Registration fee if postmarked by July 15: $45 for the 

conference; $30 for one day (specify which one). After that, 

$55 and $40, resp~ti-v·c:i)'. 

Friday buffet banquet (Edlund), $21; 

Saturday buffet luncheon (Grabowski), $17. 

Make check for registration and meals payable to FEEFHS 

1995 Conference and mail to: FEEFHS 1995 MDBO 

Conference, P.O . Box 501, Edgewater Branch, Lakewood, 

OH 44107. 

The Book sales room will be open Fri. and Sat., 8 a.m.-5:30 

p.m. A great variety of books dealing with East European 

genealogy and related topics will be available for sale. 

Included are a new edition of the FEEFHS Re.source Guide to 

East European Genealogy prepared especially for the 

convention, the convention syllabus, and the FEEFHS 

Newsletter for past years. 

Genealogical Consultation 

Besides the formal presentations, a number of speakers have 

offered to be available for genealogical consultation with 

respect to various areas during the convention . Details will be 

listed in the program you will receive upon arrival in 

Cleveland. 

CLEVELAND CONVENTION 

PROGRAM 

(as of July 3, 1995; some changes are probable) 

Thursday, August 3 

3-5 p.m.: Visit to the Western Reserve Historical Society 

(which has the largest genealogical collection of any library 

between New York City and Fort Wayne), with a briefing and 

some time for browsing. The maximum number of people who 

can be accommodated is 30-40. Since we don't know whether 

we will have too few people to make the program feasible or 

too many for the library to accommodate, please indicate on 

your registration form whether you expect to attend and 

whether you will need transportation from the hotel. (There 

will be a small charge for transportation from the hotel, so 

please indicate whether you will need transportation .) 

7-10 p.m.: 

Opportunity for informal get-acquainted get-togethers 

Friday, August 4 

Session 1: 8:15-9:15 a.m. 

(a) Made Vasko Bigaouette and Paul Makousky , •origin 

and Location of Czech and Slovak Settlements in the United 

States• 

(b) Judith R. Frazin, •climbing Your Family Tree -The 

First Steps: A Family History Workshop for Beginners" 

(c) Charles M. Hall, •Linguistics and Name Changes" 

(d) Donna (Devenec) Cuillard •Document Collections for 

East European Research• (this talk will probably start at 8:00 

a.m. and run through 9:30 a.m.) 
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II MEETINGS I 
Session 2: 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

(a) Joseph J. Hornack, • 1990 Census Shows Slovak 

Awareness; Putting Th.is Awareness into Networking" 

(b) Ann Sindelar, "Genealogical Resources in Cleveland, 

Part I: Holdings of the W~1em Reserve His1orical Society" 

(c) Robert Ward, Ph.D., "Southeast European German 

Groups in Greater Cleveland• 

(d) Andrew Fedynski, "Ukrainian Immigration to the 

United States" 

Session 3: 10:45-11:45 a.m. 

(a) K.aren Long and Areta Nadozimy, "Genealogical 

Resources in Cleveland, Part II: Cleveland Public Library" 

(b) Arlene Rich, "Putting Families Together through 

Genealogical Research· 

(c) Ernest Thode, "Genealogical Resources on Germany 

and Austria· 

(d) Jan Zaleski, A.G., "Following the Paper Trail to Your 

Ancestral Village in Eastern Europe" 

12 noon-1:15 p.m.: 

Lunch on your own. 

Session 4: 1 :30-2:30 p.m. 

(a) Jessie L. Daraska, "Lithuanian Genealogy: American 
Sources" 

(b) Judith R. Fra.zin, "Finding Old Polish Records and 
Unlocking Their Secrets" 

(c) Duncan B. Gardiner, Ph.D., C.G. , "Czech and Slovak 
Genealogy" 

(d) Leona Schmidt Janke, "East European Migration of 
Germans· 

Session 5: 2:45-3:45 p.m. 

(a) John R. Daraska, "Lithuanian Genealogy: Lithuanian 
Sources" 

(b) Thomas Kent Edlund, "Genealogical RcSOurces for All 

Christian Ethnic Groups in Ukraine and Russia• 

(c) Louis Schonfeld, "Hungarian Jewish Genealogy: 

Historical Perspectives and Practical Applications" 

(d) John D. Movius, "Surfing the Internet, Browsing the 

Web, and Using On-line Services for East European 

Genealogy,• with panel including Chris Elia. 
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Session 6: 4-5 p.m. 

(a) Michael Kopanic, Ph.D., "Slovak Immigration to the 

Cleveland Aiea • 

(b) Ken Meter, "The Ethnic Composition of the Austro­

Hungarian Empire• 

(c) Maralyn A. Wellauer, "Swiss Genealogy and Eastward 

Migration" • • 

(d) Jan Zaleski, A.G., "How to Proceed Once You 

Determine Your Ancestral Village in Poland" 

Session 7: 5:45-7: 15 p.m. 

Official banquet 

Speaker: Thomas Kent Edlund, "The Current Status of 

Microfilming in Eastern Europe" 

Session 8: 7:30-9 or 10 p.m. 

John D. Movius, chair, "The Future of FEEFHS" 

(introducing representatives of organizational members) 

Saturday, August 5 

Session 9: 8: 15-9: 15 a. m. 

(a) Michael Kukral , Ph.D., "Part I: The Changing 

Boundaries of Central Europe" 

(b) John D. Movius, "Part I: Building *Your Own 

HomePage* within the *FEEFHS HomePage* on the 

Internet's World Wide Web" (see note on page 23) 

(c) Thomas A. Peters, C .G.R.S., "World War I Draft 

Records - No Male is Exempt" 

(d) Peter Pavel Klasinc, Ph.D., with Tina Klasi.nc: 
"Family and Private Documents in Slovenian Aichives, with 

Special Emphasis on Maribor" 

(e) Roy J. Rushka, "Family History Research in Western 

Ukraine" 

Session 10: 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

(a) Patricia A. Eames, "What Researchers Should Know 

When Seeking Information from Archives of the Former 

Soviet Union• 

(b) Clare Ann Gaouette, "Genealogical Sources Available 

in Poland to Aid Polish Research" 

(c) Michael Kukral, Ph.D., "Part II: The Changing 

Boundaries of Central Europe• 



II MEETINGS 
11 

(d) John D. Movius and Chris Elia, "Part II: Building 
*Your Own HomePage* Within the *FEEFHS HomePage* on 

the Internet's World Wide Web" 
(e) Albert Peterlin, "Slovenian · Genealogy: American 

Sources and Resources" 

Session 11: 10:45-11 :45 a. m. 

(a) Donna (Debevec) Cuillard, "Slovenian Research: A 

Case Study Using American and Slovenian Records" 

(b) Thomas Kent Edlund, "Genealogical Resources for 

Croatia and Slavonia" 
(c) Ken Meter and Robert J. Paulson, "Border People: 

The Bohmisch (German-Bohemians) in America" 

(d) Thomas A. Peters , C.G .R.S., "Researching the People 

from 'No Man's Land' : The Carpatho-Rusyns of Austria­

Hungary" 
(e) Myron Momryk, "The Russian Consular Records for 

Canada, 1900-1921" 

Session 12: 12 ooon-2 p.m. 

Official luncheon and brief annual meeting 
Speaker: John J . Grabowski, Ph.D ., "Cleveland's East 

European Ethnic Neighborhoods: An illustrated Tour" 

(accompanied by slides) 

Session 13: 2: 15-3: 15 a.m. 

(a) John C. Alleman , "How to Handle 100 Foreign 

languages on the Computer" 

(b) Clare Ann Gaouette, "Polish Surnames - Their 

Origins, Definitions, and Frequency in Poland" 

(b) Duncan B. Gardiner, Ph.D ., C.G., "Magyar and 
Hungarian Genealogy" 

(c) Myron Momryk, "Resources at the National Archives 

of Canada for the Study of East European Ge:::.exogy" 

(e) Peter Pavel K.lasinc, Ph.D. , and Tina Klasinc, "The 

Archives of the Republic of Slovenia" 

Session 14: 3:30-4 :30 p.m. 

(a) Edward R. Brandt, Ph.D., A.G., "Genealogical 

Resources of Hungarian Archives for Magyars and Minority 
Groups" 

(b) Adam S. Eterovich, Ph.D ., paper on "A Guide to 
Croatian Genealogy" (for all ethnic groups) 

(c) Paul Makousky and Mark Vasko Bigaouette, " Using 

American Sources to Get Information from the Ci.ech and 
Slovak Republics " 

(d) Albert Peterlin, "Slovenian Genealogy: Slovenian 
Sources and Resources• 

(e) Ernest Thode, "Deciphering the Gothic Script" 

5:30 p.m.: 

Annual meeting of the FEEFHS Board of Directors . All 
members are welcome to attend as observers . 

Sunday, August 6 

1-3 p.m.: 

Reception for Peter Pavel Klasinc and and his 19-year-old 
daughter, Tina Klasinc of Maribor , Slovenia, location to be 

announced (admission free to those who have registered for at 
least one day of the FEEFHS convention; a small fee will 

benefit a Slovenian-American Charity $1 per adult or $2 per 

family for others) 

ABOUT OUR CLEVELAND SPEAKERS 

John C. Alleman, FEEFHS Newsletter editor, is a linguist and 
computer specialist with a graduate degree in linguistics . As 

a professional linguist, he translates many languages, including 
Finnish, Hungarian, German, French, Spanish, Swedish, 

Russian, Italian, Esperanto and other European languages into 

English, is a member of the Finno-U gric Society and has done 

research in Silesia. He was employed by the LOS Church 

Translation Department for over 18 years, most of that time 

as manager of its computer systems, which he developed to 

handle over 100 non-English languages. 204 West 300 North, 

Salt Lake City, UT 84103-1108. 

Mark Vasko Bigaouette, a genealogist for 15 years , is the 

founder and president of the Czechoslovak Genealogical 

3_ociety International and a member of other Czech societies 

in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Nebraska, Texas and California. He 

attended the summit meeting of leaders of the Czech-American 
community at the Ci.ech Embassy in 1994, is a voice for the 

Ci.echoslovalc Information Hotline in Minnesota and has 

spoken on local TV on travel to the Czech and Slovak 

Republics. He has given presentations at the National 

Genealogical Society conference and in Iowa, Arizona, 

California, Nebraska, Minnesota, Wisconsin and Ohio. He is 

also a member of the Minnesota Genealogical Society and past 

president of its branch, the Irish Genealogical Society. He 

c~tly leads genealogical/heritage tours to the Czech and 

Slovak Republics. 4219 Thomill Lane, Vadnais Heights, MN 

55127. 
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Edward Reimer Brandt (see Calgary speakers above). 

Donna (Debevec} Cuillard is the director of the Simi Valley 

Family History Center. She has been researching her 

Slovenian ancestors since she was 19 and has traced them back 

to the sixteenth century without ever leaving the United St.ates. 

6273 Anastasia Ave., Simi Valley, CA 93063. 

Jessie L. Daraska. who majored in history at Northwestern 

University, is chairperson of the Immigration History and 

Genealogy Department at the Balzekas Museum of Lithuanian 

Culture, has developed the museum's resources for 

genealogical research, and serves an advisor to the Lithuanian 

American Genealogy Society. She is the creator and director 

of the Lithuanian Pioneer Project, a historical study of pre­

World War I Lithuanian immigrants to the United St.ates. The 

American Library Association has invited her to speak on the 

role of national heritage societies in genealogical research at 

its conference in June 1995. 6158 S. Narragansett, Chicago, 

IL 60638. 

John R. Daraska is a board member of the Lithuanian 

American Genealogy Society, a researcher and a Lithuanian 

language translator. As owner-operator of a general aviation 

services and consulting firm, he has visited Lithuania with a 

business men· s group exploring the possibility of business 

opportunities between Lithuania and the United St.ates. He was 

the coordinator and co-leader of the first genealogy tour to 

Lithuania in September 1995. To date, he has traveled to 

Lithuania twice to investigate and develop sources for 

genealogical research. 6158 S. Narragansett, Chicago, IL 

60638. 

Patricia A. Eames is a Public Affairs Specialist in the Office 

of Public Programs of the National Archives and Records 

Administration and coordinator of the Russian-American 

Genealogical Archival Service. She was the leader of archivl\l 

exchange delegations in Moscow, Minsk and St. Petersburg, 

and a speaker at the 1992 International Conference on 

Genealogy in St. Petersburg. She translates from Russian to 

English and has been instrumental in helping to open Russian 

archives to genealogical research. RAGAS, Box 236, Glen 

Echo, MD 20812-0236. 

Thomas Kent Edlund, a cataloger at the Family History 

Library, has authored two books which are being published in 
1995: one on the Evangelical Lutheran church books of the St. 

Petersburg Consistory for 1833-1885, and one on the 

• Ahnenstammlcartei • in Leipzig, which includes 2. 7 million 

names. Earlier publications include An Introduction and Index 
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to the Gennan Minoriry Census of 1938 . H~ is ~atalogi!l~ t:e 

Croatian and Slovenian microfilms at the Family History 

Library. He knows Russian, Latin, Greek, Coptic and Nahuatl 

(Aztec). 2223 Carriage Lane, Salt Lake City, UT 84117-4423. 

Chris(tina} Elia of Southern California is the co-host of the 

America Online (AOL) East European SIG (Special Interest 

Group). (N.B .: AOL's definition of Eastern Europe excludes 

Germany and Switzerland). Chris's personal genealogy 

research leads her to several foreign countries, 3 of which are 

in the East European area. She belongs to several genealogy 

societies, which help her facilitate the exchange of 

information. When she found out that all of her ancestors 

immigrated to the U.S. within a- 10-year time span. and each 

has at least 2 children still living, she organized an oral history 

project to record her family's experiences . Chris also has an 

extensive background in using computers and helping others 

use them. She tries to stay one step ahead of the pack and 

can't wait to see what the next year will bring. She has 

contributed to the building of the AOL Genealogy Forum's 

East European SIG into the leading East European online 

message boards and chat hour. GFSChris@aol.com. 

Adam S. Eterovich, Ph.D., is president of the Croatian 

Genealogical and Heraldic Society and the leading Croatian­

American genealogist. 2327 San Carlos Ave., San Carlos, CA 

94070-1747. 

Andrew Fedynski, the director of the Ukrainian Museum­

Archives, Inc., speaks Ukrainian, German and French . He 

visited Ukraine during both the Communist and post­

Communist eras, 2 and 25 years ago, respectively. He also 

traveled in Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland and East Germany 

during the Communist period. His institution is a member of 

the Ohio Archives Association. 1202 Kenilworth Dr., 

Cleveland, OH 44113. 

Judith R. Frazin, a Spanish teacher, has been a genealogist for 

25 years. During that period, she has traced parts of her 

paternal family back to 1745 and has re-established contact 

with several "lost" family branches. She has also given 

lectures and seminars for various Jewish and non-Jewish 

organizations in the Midwest, California and Ontario. In an 

effort to help other family-history researchers, she has 

developed two unique genealogical forms for recording family 

history information and written two editions of A Translation 

Guide to 19th-century Polish-Language Civil-Registration 

Documents (Rirth, Marriage, and Deaih Records). She is past 

president of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Illinois and 

used to write a genealogical column for The Jewish Post and 
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Opinion. P.O. Box 637, Northbrook, IL 60065-0637. 

Clare Ann Gaouette has been researching Polish-American and 
Polish genealogy, including all three partitions, for 15 years. 
She is past president of the Polish Genealogical Society of 
Wisconsin, former editor of its quarterly Kon.enie, a former 
board member of the Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan, 
and chairman of the 1996 United Polish Genealogical Societies 
Conference to be held Salt Lake City. She has authored 
several articles on Polonia and on the history of Milwaukee, 
which have appeared in the Polish-American Journal and The 
Eaglet. She belongs to quite a few other genealogical and 
Polish-oriented societies, having served as president of 
Polanki, Inc. , a Polish women's cultural organization. 7822 
West Wisconsin Ave., Wauwatosa, WI 53213-3420. 

Duncan Gardiner, Ph. D., C.G., chair of the 1995 FEEFHS 
convention, is the author of Gennan Towns in Slovakia and 
Upper Hungary: A Genealogical Gazetteer and a number of 
family histories. He edits Rocenka, the yearbook of the 
Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International . He has been 
a certified genealogist for five years and has made nine trips 
to the archives in the Czech and Slovak Republics, researching 
several hundred ancestral lines of Czechs, Slovaks, Rusyns, 
Germans, and Hungarians. With a doctorate in Slavic 
linguistics, he has taught college Russian and Czech, is 
proficient in Slovak, German and French, and reads Polish, 
Latin, Serbo-Croatian and Hungarian. 12961 Lake Ave., 
Lakewood, OH 44107-1533 . 

John J. Grabowski, Ph.D., is Director of Research and 
Planning at the Western Reserve Historical Society and 
formerly Curator of Documents there . He is intimately 
involved with sources for ancestral research, is co-editor of 
the monumental Encyclopedia of Cleveland History, and author 
of Cleveland: A Tradition of Refonn and a number of articles 
on Cleveland ethnic history. He has taught at Kent State 
University and Cuyahoga Community College. Western 
Reserve Historical Society, 10825 East Blvd., Cleveland, OH 
44106. 

Charles M. Hall is the founding president of the Federation of 
East European Family History Societies and author of The 
Atlantic Bridge to Gennarry, now working on Volume 9 of the 
series. He is a professional linguist , has taught Russian, 
German and French at the college level, as well as Esperanto, 
and knows Latin and Norwegian. He has made ten extended 
research trips to Germany, Austria, Poland, the Czech and 
Slovak Republics, Croatia, Romania, Slovenia and Ukraine. 
P.O. Box 21346, Salt Lake City, UT 84121-1346. 

Joseph J. Hornack began genealogy-related work in 1971 and 
made his first visit to Slovakia, where he met relatives, in 
1983. His paternal grandparents immigrated from Krakovany, 
Nitra County. In 1986, Joe founded the Slovakia-Surname 
Location Reference Project (SLRP), an effort to link American 
communities to thc::ir roots in specific communities in Slovakia 
(data computerized). In 1991 he directed a series of columns 
by volunteer specialists for various counties to prompt 
networking about North American communities and surnames 
in counties with a concentration of Slovak immigrants . In 1992 
he became the first Secretary in the Cleveland-Bratislava Sister 
Cities Program. P.O. Box 31831, Cleveland , OH 44131-8954 . 

Leona Schmidt Janke is a board member of the American 
Historical Society of Germans from Russia and chair of its 
Genealogy Committee. She grew up in Southwest Michigan, 
a center of immigration for Germans from Volhynia, 
especially from the formerly Polish part. The Journal of the 
American Historical Society of Gennans from Russia has 
published several of her articles on the Volhynian Germans . 
She has done extensive research on this group and amassed a 
large amount of genealogical material. 7938 West VW Ave., 
Schoolcraft, MI 49087. 

Peter Pavel Klasinc, Ph.D., at age 49 is archival councilor and 
former director of the Regional Archives at Maribor, 
Slovenia. He has been the director of Mednarodni Institut 
Arhivsk.ih Znanosti -- the International Institute for Archival 
Science (IIAS) -- at Maribor for ten years and is editor of the 
IIAS publicationAtlanti. He graduated from Zagreb University 
and has studied in most European countries as well as in 
Canada and America and is an international authority on the 
subject of preservation of classical and new information 
carriers in archives. He has published over two hundred 
papers in the field of archival theory and practice and he has 
lectured frequently in Slovenia and abroad. He is a 
profe:;!;:onal consuHaoi. iu uu: Round Table of World Archives 
(CITRNICA). He is a active member of the professional 
section of the international committee for building and 
equipment of the International Council on Archives 
(CBQ/ICA). He is also the deputy mayor of Maribor. He 
speaks good English but bas chosen to bring his daughter Tina 
to help present his papers. Mednarodni Institut Arhivskih 
Znanosti, Glavni trg 6, SLO~2000 Maribor, Slovenia. 

Tina Klasinc was born in 1976. She has just completed 
secondary grammar school (high school) and is now a pre-med 
student in Slovenia. She s--~ excellent German and English. 
She will read her father's papers at this FEEFHS conference 
and will help him as a translator during the question and 
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