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Who. What and Why is FEEFHS7 

The Federation of East European Family History Societies (FEEFHS) was founded in June 1992 by a small dedicated group of 

American and Canadian genealogists with diverse ethnic, religious, and national backgrounds. By the end of that year, 

eleven societies had accepted its concept as founding members. Each year since than FEEFHS has doubled in size. FEEFHS 

nos represents over one hundred twenty-five organizations as members from twenty-four states, five Canadian provinces, 

and fourteen countries. It continues to grow. 

About half of these are genealogy societies, others are multi-purpose societies, surname associations, book or periodical 

publishers, archives, libraries, family history centers, on-line services, institutions, e-mail genealogy list-servers, heraldry 

societies, and other ethnic, religious, and national groups. FEEFHS includes organizations representing all East or Central 

European groups that have existing genealogy societies in North America and a growing group of worldwide organizations 

and individual members, from novices to professionals . 

Goals and Purposes: 

The fell of the "Iron Curtain" opened up exciting new possibilities for genealogical research, but also generated significant 

new problems in knowing where to find the needed records. One goal of FEEFHS is to disseminate information about new 

developments and research opportunities in Eastern and Central Europe as soon as possible. This multi-ethnic federation is 

very effective in helping family historians with various ethnic end religious backgrounds who often seek similar types of 

information from the same hard-to-find locations. In the process members of FEEFHS have learned much more about 

available resources in North American and Europe. FEEFHS publicizes the publications, services, and activities of its member 

societies. FEEFHS develops on-line and printed databases of pertinent resources, maintains liaison with other organizations 

worldwide that share interests, serves as a clearinghouse for information on the existence and services of member societies, 

and promotes public awareness of our member societies. FEEFHS also helps to create new ethnic or national genealogy 

societies where none exist but a need exists. UNITY-HARMONY-DIVERSITY is our motto. We welcome all societies and 

individuals, regardless of present/past strife in the homelands of Eastern Europe. 

Services: 

FEEFHS communicates with its individual and organizational members in many ways: 

1) FEEFHS Newsletter with cuning-edge articles. It has been published quarterly since December 1992. 

2) FEEFHS tables at major national, state, and regional conferences. This started in the spring of 1993. 

3) FEEFHS International Convention in North America, held each spring or summer since May 1994. 

4) FEEFHS Resource Guide to East European Genealogy, published annually since October 1994. 

5) FEEFHS "HomePage" on the Internet's World Wide Web since mid-May 1995. This large " destination" web site includes 

a weekly FrontPage Newslener, a HomePage or Resource Guide listing for all FEEFHS member organizations, surname 

databases, detailed maps of Central and Eastern Europe, cross-indexes to access related sources, and more . The address 

(URL) is: http://feefhs.org 

6) Regional North American conferences -- the first was at Calgary, Alberta, Canada in July 1995. 

7) Support of the Soc.Genealogy.Slavic news-group, its FAQ (frequently-asked questions), the Banat FAQ, and the AOL 

Genealogy Forum East European/German message boards and chat hours, starting in mid-1995. 

FEEFHS headquarters: 

FEEFHS headquarters are in Salt Lake City, a natural place for a genealogy federation , with access to the world's largest 

genealogical repository and the associated genealogy infrastructure. FEEFHS is non-sectarian and has no connection with the 

Family History Library nor with The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, though we greatly appreciate the LOS 

contribution to family history in collecting, filming, and sharing genealogy records . 

FEEFHS addresses: 

The permanent address of FEEFHS is P.O. Box 510898. Salt L11ke City, UT 84151-0898. Please send dues, address 

changes, membership questions, publication requests, back-issue orders, etc., to this address for the Treasurer and 

Secretary. It is faster to send other correspondence directly to the officers listed below or the member societies listed on the 

back cover . 

Memben;hip and dues 

The minimum membership fee is US$ 20.00 for all membership applications and renewals . Special provisions exist for 

societies and non-commercial organizations in Eastern Europe who cannot afford to join. FEEFHS greatly appreciates 

sponsors and patrons who contribute more than the minimum amount to help offset the expenses of its many services, 

including its Web-site operation. The founders. elected and appointed officers , and convention speakers all serve vvithout 

compensation and thus contribute significantly toward FEEFHS goals. 

1996-199 7 officers: 

President: John D. Movius, c/o FEEFHS, P.O. Box 4327, Davis, CA 95617-4327; e-mail feefhs@wheel.dcn .davis.ca .us 

1st Vice-president: Thomas A. Peters, C.G.R.S., 59 Tracy Ave., Totowa, NJ 07512-2041; e-mail Tapeters@aol.com 

2nd Vice-president: Laura Hanowski, c/o Saskatchewan Genealogical Society, P .0. Box 1894, Regina, SK, Canada S4P 3E 1 

3rd Vice -president : Dr. Bruce E. Kahn, 265 Viennawood Dr., Rochester, NY 14618-4465; e-mail bkahn@servtech.com; fax 

(7161477-5789 

Secretary: Sherrie Pehrson, 601 Capri Dr., Murray, UT 84123-57 28 

Treasurer: Miriam Hall-Hansen, 470 E. Garfield Ave., Salt Lake City, UT 84115-2214 

Newsletter editor: John C. Alleman, 204 E. 300 North, Salt Lake City, UT 84103-1108. e-mail JCA11eman@aol.com, 

70274.2777@CompuServe .com; fax (801) 359-9304 

Founding P11st President: Charles M. Hall, 4874 S. 1710 East, Salt Lake City, UT 48117 
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Corrections for FEEFHS Newsletter Volume 4, Number 1 

The following problems with this issue have come to our attention, and we request our 

readers to correct them, as necessary: 

.. 
. .-. 

1) On page 8, the company sponsoring the World Family Tree Project is not 

"Forderbund Software," but "Broderbund Software." This error occurs in two places. 

2) On pages 1 and 6, the author of the article on Eastern Slovakia is not Greg Gressa, 

but Greg Kopchak. • 

3) Some copies, but not all , have been stapled incorrectly. This problem can be 

corrected by removing the staple, turning each page over, and re-stapling. 

4) On the inside back cover (outside back cover on copies with problem 3), the ZIP code 

of the Hungarian-American Friendship Society should be 95821-5865. 

5) On the inside front cover, the ZIP code for Charles M. Hall should be)-8-fil. rf J /'1 

Problems 1 and 2 occur in all copies; the covers have been corrected on reprinted copies. 

We apologize for any inconveniences these problems may have caused . 

. . ' • • 

-
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEl\tIENT 

We are pleased to announce new e-mail and World Wide Web addresses for FEEFHS. 

Send e-mail to: feetbs@feetbs.org 
The new web address (URL = web talk for unique resource location) is: 

http:/ /feetbs.org 

May 1996 

The old Web address (http://dcn.davis.ea.us/ - feetbs/) is still valid as long as we remain with Davis 

Community Net (DCN). But we strongly recommend you migrate to the new address. It is shorter, 

easier to remember and type without error, and it will not change if we ever move to another Internet 

provider. Please pass on to others and list it in your member publication, along with your own society 

or organization's URL. 
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I MEETINGS ] 

TIIlRD ANNUAL FEEFHS INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN, JUNE 8-12, 1996 

[Ediror's nore: For derailed infonnalion about speakers and 
evoars al the upcoming Minneapolis FEEFHS Conference, 
please ref er ro Issue 4 of Vol. III of the FEEFHS 

Newsletter. In rhe inruesr of cost savings, it has been 
decided nor ro repeal rhar infonnarion here.} 

PRELIMINARY FEEFHS 
CONVENTION SCHEDULE 

{As of May 18, 1996; subject to change) 
by Ed Brandt 

Sunday, June 9 

Sc!ssion A: 12:30 p.m. 

1. John C. Alleman, •LOS and Other Resources for 

Hungarian Genealogy• 

2. Donna (Debevec) Cuillard, •s1ovenian Research: U.S. 

and Slovenian Sources• 

3. Dr. Bruce E. Kahn and Helene Cincebeaux, 

•Researching Christian and Jewish Ancestors from 

Lithuania: Part r 
4. Beth Mullinax, •Beginning Genealogy I" 

5. Prof. Theofanis G. Stavrou, •Early Twentieth-Century 

Greek Immigration to the United States: A Case Study" 

6. Andris S. Straumanis, •Latvian Migration to the United 

States• 

7. Joel Wurl, • An Overview of the East European Holdings 

of the Immigration History Research Center· 

~on B: 1:30 p.m. 

l. Astra M. Apsitis, "Records for Post-World War II 

Latvian and Other Baltic Immigrants at the Immigration 

History Research Center" 

2. Donna Cuillard, •s1ovenian Research: A Case Study" 

3. Karen Hobbs, "Farmers, Farriers and Footsoldiers; 

Imperial Austria-Hungary Recruits an Army of Peasants: 

War as a Factor Leading to Emigration• 

4. Dr. Bruce E. Kahn and Helene Cincebeaux, 

·Researching Christian and Jewish Ancestors from 

Lithuania: Part II" 
5. James A. Karigan and Georgia Haidos, "Search for 

Greek Roots: (l) Problems and Successes; (2) Passport 

and Citizenship· 

6. Beth Mullinax, "Beginning Genealogy II" 

7. Olga Zoltai, "Twentieth-Century Hungarian Immigration 
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and Genealogy" 

Session C: 2:30 p.m. 

1. Donna Cuillard, "Beginning Research I" 
2. Thomas Kent Edlund, "Genealogical Research in Croatia 

and the Former Slavonia" 

3. Edward G. Langer, "Emigration from Northeastern 

Bohemia to the United States" 

4. John D. Movius, "Surfing Internet Web Sites for East 

European Genealogy" 

5. Thomas A. Peters, C.G.R.S., "Lemko Genealogy - Case 
Studies Emphasizing Procedures and Pitfalls" 

6. Robert Weiss, "Tracking Your Ancestors Back to Your 

Ancestral Village in Central or Eastern Europe and 

Making Maps of Your Ancestor's Neighboring Villages" 

7. Duane D. Wiita, "Using Finnish-American Newspapers 

for Genealogical Research in the U.S. and Canada" 

Snack break: 3:20-4: 15 p.m. 

Session D: 4: 15 p.m. 

1. Donna Cuillard, "Beginning Research II" 
2. Thomas Kent Edlund, "The Current Status of 

Microfilming in East, East Central and Southeast 

Europe" (excluding Croatia) 

3. Dr. Adam S. Eterovich, "Researching Ancestors from 

Croatia, Including Members of Minority Groups" (paper) 
4. Dr. Duncan B. Gardiner, C.G., "Czech and Slovak 

Ancestry Research: The Basics" 

5. Myron Gruenwald, "Baltic Sea Germans: The Persistent 

Pioneers" (videotape) 

6. John Radzilowski, "The Poles in Minnesota and the 

Dakotas" 

7. David Zincavage, "Lithuanian Genealogy" (read by Leo 

P. Hobbs) 

Session E: 5: 15 p.m. 

1. Dr. Edward R. Brandt, A.G., John D. Movius et al., 

facilitators-advisers (discussions about formino new 
:, 

genealogical groups, subdivided by ethnic groups - FREE 

AND OPEN TO ALL) 

2. Stanley Brescoll, Jr., "Polish-American Research in the 

U.S. " (may exceed 50 minutes) 

3. Dr. Arlene H. Eakle, "'Place of Birth: Prussia'; But 

Where? New, Often Unused Records and Newly 

Available Sources That Tell Where" 
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II 

4. Dr. Duncan B. Gardiner, C.G., "Czech and Slovak 

Ancestry Research: Beyond the Basics" 

5. Thomas A. Peters, C.G.R.S., "Researching the People 

from 'No Man's Land': The Carpatho-Rusyns of 

Austria-Hungary" 
6. Prof. La Vern J . Rippley, "The German-Bohemians and 

Their Unique Germanic Heritage" 

7. Duane D. Wiita, "Using Various English-Language 

Newspapers Published in Minnesota to Locate Finnish 

Genealogical Data in the Midwest, 1894-1980" 

6:30 p.m.: Banquet 
Speaker: Prof. William E. Wright, "The Ethnic 

Composition of the Austro-Hungarian Empire" 

Monday, June 10 

Session F: 8: 30 a. m. 
1. John C. Alleman, "LOS and Other Resources for Finnish 

Genealogy" 
2. Prof. Hyman Berman, "Jewish Immigration to the Upper 

Midwest" 
3. Patricia A. Eames, "Finding Your Family at the National 

Archives" 
4. Stephen Kymlicka, "The Internet: The Basics" 

5. Milan Sismis "Slovak Surnames: What They Can Tell a 

Family Historian" 

Session G: 9:30 a.m. 
l. Helene B. Cincebeaux, "Slovakia: Pre-History to the 

Present; Find Your Village; Find Your Family" 

(historical and cultural slide presentation) 

2. Dr. Bruce E. Kahn and Stephen Kymlicka, "The 

lo tern et: Beyond the Basics" 

3. Father Alfons Kubat, "Obtaining Genealogical 

Information from Latin Parish Registers" 

4. Timo R. Riippa, "Finnish Genealogical Materials at the 

Immigration History Research Center" 

5. Jan Zaleski, A.G., "Following the Paper Trail to Your 

Ancestral Village in Central or Eastern Europe" 

Session H: 10:30 a.m. 
1. Scbarlott Goettsch Blevins, "Getting It Right: Record 

Your Search to Save Time, Money and Anxiety" 

2. Thomas Kent Edlund, "The Ahnenstammkartei des 

Deurschen Volkes: Successful and Unsuccessful Searches" 

3. Harry Gutkin, "The History and Genealogy of Jews in 

Western Canada" (read by William Wolpert) 

4. Edward Nelson, "The East Europeans of the Iron Range" 

5. John D. Movius, "FEEFHS and the World Wide Web: 

Past, Present and Future• (may exceed 50 minutes) 

11:45 a.m.: Luncheon 
Speaker: Jan Zaleski, A.G., "Overcoming Geographic 

Obstacles to Polish Research• 

After luncheon: short official business meeting 

Session I: 1:45 p.m. 

1. Rev. George Alexe, "Eastern Romanity Genealogy of the 

Romanian Immigration to the United States and Canada" 

2. Fay Dearden, "Deciphering Gothic Records" 

3. Larry Goga, "The Rusins of Minnesota" 

4. Dr. Bruce E. Kahn, "Internet Resources for Jewish 

Genealogy" 

5. Halyna Myroniuk, "The Czech, Slovak, and Polish 

Collections at the Immigration History Research Center: 

Sources for Genealogical Research" 

Session J: 2:45 p.m. 
1. Irmgard Hein Ellingson, "Czechs, Slovaks and Germans 

in the Bukovina and Volhynia" 
2. Patricia A. Lowe, "LOS Resources for East and Central 

European Genealogical Research" 
3. John D. Movius, "Soc. Genealogy.Germanic and Other 

USENET News Groups" 

4. Raluca Octav, "Romanian Immigration: Boundaries, 

Ethnicity, Gender and Typology" 

5. Robert Weiss, "Finding and Obtaining Records on Your 

Jewish Ancestor from East European Archives" 

3:35-4 p.m.: Snack break 

Session K: 4 p.m. 
1. Dr. Bruce E. Kahn, "What Non-Jews Can Learn from 

Jewish Genealogists" 
2. Prof. La Vern J. Rippley, "Genealogical Research in 

Baden" 
3. Milan Sismis, "Family History in Slovakia: State and 

Perspective" 
4. William W. Wolpert, "Jewish Genealogical Resources in 

the Twin Cities" 

5. Jan Steven Zaleski, A.G., "Finding Records on 

Ancestors Who Entered the United States from Canada" 

Session L: 5 p.m. 
1. Helene B. Cincebeaux, "Who Are the Moravian People?" 

(historical and cultural slide presentation) 
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2. Arthur Kurzweil, "How to Trace Your Jewish 

Ancestors,• and Miriam Weiner, • A Time to Gather 

Stones Together" (videotapes; total length: about 65 

minutes) 

3. Stephen Kymlicka, "Soc.Genealogy.Slavic: A Computer 

Source for Slavic Genealogy" 

4. Brian J. Lenius, "Researching Galizien Germans" 

5. Thomas A. Peters, C.G.R.S., "Why I Didn't Find My 

Ancestor's Naturalization" 

6:15 p.m.: Banquet 

Speaker: Dr. Duncan B. Gardiner, C.G., "Hunting for 

Ancestors in Eastern Europe: A Genealogist's Journey 

During the Momentous Year of 1989" 

After banquet: 

Informal membership meeting (input, volunteers) 

Tuesday, June 11 

Session M: 8:30 a.m. 

I. Kent Cutkomp, "Minnesota Resources for Germanic 

Research" 

2. Margaret Aman Freeman, "Benefits of Village Research 

in Your Personal Search for Ancestors" 

3. Brian J. Lenius, "Multi-Ethnic Research in Galicia" 

4. Vladislav E. Soshnikov, "Obtaining Records from 

Belorussian Archives: Sources and Experiences" 

Session N: 9:30 a.m. 

I. Brent Allison, "Cartographic Resources for East and 

Central European Genealogical Research" 

2. Dr. Duncan B. Gardiner, C.G., "The Austro-Hungarian 

Empire: Research Sources and Georgraphical-Historical 

Background• 

3. Linda Fournier and James A. Sazevich, "If You're 

Searching Your Belorussian Roots, Don't Give Up" 

4. Miriam Hall-Hansen, "Volhynian German Genealogy" 

5. Prof. Walter Hanchett, "Documents for Peasants from 

the Russian Empire: Their Usefulness in Research on 

Early Twentieth-Century Ukrainians" 

Session 0: 10:30 a.m. 

I. Scharlott Goettsch Blevins, "Research in 

Schleswig-Holstein, Germany" 

2. Thomas Kent Edlund, "The Lutheran Church in Russia: 

Its Origins and History" 

4. Steven G. Potach, "The Struggle for the Heart of 

Europe: Conflicts That Shaped the Lives of our Czech 
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and Slovak Ancestors" 

4. Judith P . Reid, "Genealogy at the Library of Congress" 

(paper read by Patricia Eames) 

5. George Soldatow, "Russian Immigration and the 

Genealogical Holdings of Russian-American Archives" 

11:45 a.m.: Luncheon 

Speaker: Dr. Arlene H. Eakle, "DON'T TAKE NO FOR 

AN ANSWER: The Miraculous Discovery of Records 

Previously Thought to Have Been Lost" 

Session P: I :45 p.m. 

I. Dr. Edward R. Brandt, A.G., and Brian J. Lenius, 

"Tracing Germans and Dutch Mennonites in the Area of 

lnterwar Poland, Volhynia and the Vistula-Nogat Delta: 

Migration Trails and Genealogical Records" 

2. Dr. Bruce E . Kahn, "World War II German Aerial 

Reconnaissance Maps of Eastern Europe" 

3. Dallas R. Lindgren, "Genealogical Resources of the 

Minnesota Historical Society Research Center" 

4. Christopher Miksanek, "The Use of European Fonts and 

Their Application in Genealogy" 

5. Halyna Myroniuk, "The Ukrainian, Russian, Belorussian, 

and Rusin Collections of the Immigration History 

Research Center: Sources for Genealogical Research" 

Session Q: 2:45 p.m. 

I. Dr. Arlene H. Eakle, "New Immigration Indexes: A 

New Approach to Finding Places of Origin of German, 

Swiss and French Ancestors" 

2. Miriam Hall-Hansen, "Volga German Genealogy" 

3. Prof. Walter Hanchett, "Searching for Richard Patrick's 

Ukrainian Village" 

4. Glen Linscheid, "Mennonite Mix: New World and Old" 

5. Adeline M . Sopa, "Kaszuby and the Kaszubians" 

3:35-4 p.m.: Snack break 

Session R: 4 p .m. 

I. Dr. Lawrence Klippenstein, "Genealogical Resources for 

Mennonites: Canada, Mexico, Ukraine, Russia, Etc.• 

2. Paul M. Makousky and Eugene M. Aksamit, "An 

Overview of the Library Holdings of the Czechoslovak 

Genealogical Society International" 

3. Adeline M. Sopa, "Polish Settlements in Wisconsin" 

4. Vladislav E. Soshnikov, "Obtaining Genealogical 

Information from Russian and Ukrainian Archives: 

Sources and Personal Experiences" 

Session S: 5 p.m. 
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1. Helene B. Cincebeaux, "Genetic Genealogy" 

2. Thomas Kent Edlund, "The Current Status of 

Microfilming in East, East Central and Southeast 

Europe" 
3. Nina Jejel, "The Cyrillic Script Before and After 1917" 

4. Prof. La Vern J. Rippley, "Genealogical Research in 

Silesia" 
5. James A. Sazevich, "The Bohemian Settlements in St. 

Paul" 

6: 15 p. m.: Banquet 

Speaker: Patricia A. Eames, "Beyond the Family: 

Profiling Villages in the Russian Empire" 

After banquet: 

Meeting of board of directors 

LAST-MINUTE CONFERENCE 
CONTACTS 

by Bob Paulson and David Cross 

Following is a list of people to contact if you have last­

minute questions about your trip to Minneapolis for the 

FEEFHS Convention: 

Pre-convention registrar and treasurer: Vicki Albu, (612) 

455-3636 

On-site registration coordinator: Paul Makousky, (612) 

739-7543 

Assistant for Saturday and Sunday: Vemette Schroeder, 

(613) 926-8205 

Lodging assistance: Al Oster: (612) 866-9992 

Book sales: Pat Lowe, (612) 739-2260 

Equipment coordinator: David Cross, (612) 374-4563 

Volunteer recruitment: Kent Cutkomp, (612) 920-8118 

Information about: 

Czechoslovak festivals: Paul Makousky, (612) 739-7543 

MGS Greater MN meeting: David Cross, (612) 374-

4563 

WGC Gene-A-Rama: Emil Krause, (715) 435-3683 

AHSGR convention: Donnette Sonnenfeld, (612) 722-

2192 

Resource centers: 

Immigration History Research Center: (612) 627-4208 

Minnesota Historical Society: (612) 578-1779 

Minnesota Genealogical Society: (612) 374-4563 

Czechoslovak connection: (612) 739-7543 

Polish connection: (612) 427-4523 

Minneapolis Public Library: (612) 374-4563 

Crystal Family History Center: (612) 739-2260 

Concordia College: (612) 920-0306 

Borchert Map Library: (612) 624-0306 

It is especially important to contact Vicki Albu at (612) 455-

3626 if you are planning on eating with us, to insure that 

we reserve sufficient meals to include you. 

1996 FEEFHS Tables and Lectures at 

Conferences 
by John D. Movius 

FEEFHS again had a table at the Utah Genealogy 

Association meeting on June 13-14, 1996, where the new 

FEEFHS Vol. 3 reprint with index of our printed FEEFHS 

Newsletter went on sale and the German CD-ROM (see 

article on pages 14-15 of this issue) was sold for the first 

time. 

I was at the Pasadena Genealogy Jamboree with a FEEFHS 

table the same weekend. A "Surfing the Web for 

Genealogy" lecture was given to a packed auditorium on 

Saturday and Sunday, featuring use of the FEEFHS Web 

Site. The lecture was mentioned in the papers the previous 

Wednesday. On Saturday, the lady at the door said she 

turned away 150 persons. There was also a high level of 

interest in FEEFHS at our table. 

The Pasadena Jamboree is said to be the largest genealogical 

activity in America, larger than NGS or FGS. Attendance 

was in excess of 2700. Several member organization 

leaders have suggested we should give consideration to 

holding a FEEFHS Convention in conjunction with it 

sometime later this decade. 

VP Tom Peters and VP Bruce Kahn have also give 

presentations recently to good-sired audiences in New 

Jersey and New York, respectively. 

My next appearance is at the combined annual meeting of 

the California State Genealogical Alliance (CSGA) and the 

Genealogical and Historical Council of the Sacramento 

Valley (GHCSV) on June 1 in Sacramento. Both GHSCV 

and CSGA have recently joined FEEFHS. 
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This in turn is sparkin • 
are attracted b , g mterest by other area societies who 
not ha H ) our free HomePage offer. Most of them do 
. ve a omePage on the Web yet and are realizing the 
importance of having one. 

EASTERN SLOVAKIA -- Slovak and 
Carpatho-Rusyn Genealogical Research 

by Greg Gressa 

"Eastern Slovakia - Slovak and Carpatho-Rusyn 

Genealogical Research" started out in January 1996 as a 

Family Page for the Stanislav family records on the World 

Wide Web and soon expanded to encompass much more. 

Once the page was posted on the World Wide Web, we 

started getting messages requesting information on other 

families and locations in Slovakia. "Searching in Slovakia" 

was added to allow others to post their requests for 

information ont he World Wide Web. Over 600 surnames 

are now in the • Searching in Slovakia• pages. Links were 

added to other sources of genealogical and historical 

information on Slovakia. 

We are keeping a "light and lively" approach to 

genealogical research in Slovakia, and rather than presenting 

plain data, we are making the history and heritage come 

alive with both sounds and graphics of the area. Take a 
tour of a Byzantine Catholic or Lutheran church in eastern 
Slovakia, visit a Slovak home at the tum of the century, 
tour a village, or listen to music of the area. Our site adds 
another dimension to family research. 

Our mission statement is "to offer tools, resources, and 
information help you research your Slovak or Carpatho­

R_usyn roots and to provide a wealth of information on the 
history' culture, and heritage of the area n kn 
Slovakia.· ow own as 

You can reach "Eastern Slovaki 
Rusyn Genealogical Resea h" a -- Slovak and Carpatho-
htt ·// . re at 

. p. www.aarelative.com/slovaki 
Wide Web. Stop by and a.htrn on the World 
• s · post yo • , 

earching in Slovakia• ur mionnation in the 
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RECENT MICROFILMS FROM 
MOLDOVA AND BELARUS 

by Thomas K. Edlund 

Following is information on recent microfilming activities of 

the FHL in Belarus and Moldova. Numbers following the 

abbreviation "GS" are microfilm numbers at the FHL 
' 

which can also be used to order films at all Family History 

Centers. Happy hunting to all FEEFHS readers. 

Regards, 

T. K. Edlund 
Senior Librarian of Slavic Bibliography 

Family History Library 

Rabbinate records for Bel 'tsi, Moldova (Record group 

211, series 1): 

Births: files 259-261 ( 1882-1883, 1889) 

Marriages: files 262-266 (1880, 1885, 1879-1888) 

Deaths: files 267-271 (1887-1890) 

Files 259-270 = 
Files 270 cont. - 271 -

GS 2009779, items 2-13 
GS 2009780, items 1-2 

Revision lists from the Historical Archive of Minsk, 

Belarus [Record group 333, series 9, files 1-268 (non­

inclusive)]: 

GS 1921924 = 1 1795 Minsk 
GS 1921925 = 2 1975 Minsk 
GS 1921926 = 2 cont. 1795 Minsk 

GS 1921926 = 3 1795 Minsk 

GS 1921927 = 3 cont. - 4 1795 Minsk 

GS 1921928 = 4 cont. 1795 Minsk 

GS 1921929 = 4 cont. - 5 1795 Minsk 
GS 1921930 = 5 cont. - 6 1795 Minsk 

GS 1922324 = 6 cont. 1795 Minsk 

GS 1922325 = 6 cont. - 7 1795 Minsk 

GS 1922326 = 7 cont. - 8 1795 Pinsk 

GS 1922327 = 8 cont. - 9 1795 Minsk 

GS 1923577 = 9 cont. 1795 Minsk 

GS 1923578 = 9 cont. - 11 1795 Minsk 

GS 1923579 = 11 cont. - 12 1795 Minsk and Velejka 

GS 1925366 = 16 - 17 1795 Bobrujsk and 

Dokshitsy 

GS 1925367 = 17 cont. - 19 1795 Dokshitsy and 

Bobrujsk 
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GS 1925368 = 19 cont. - 20 1795 Bobrujsk GS 1925180 = 71 cont., 75 1816 Pinsk and lgumen 
GS 1925369 = 20 cont. 1795 Bobrujsk GS 1925181 = 75 cont. 1816 Igumen 
GS 1925370 = 20 cont. - 21 1795 Bobrujsk GS 2008262 = 75 cont. - 80 1816 lgumen 
GS 1925371 = 21 cont. - 22 1795 Bobrujsk GS 2008263 = 80 cont. - 82 1816 lgumen and Borisov 
GS 1925372 = 22 cont. 1795 Bobrujsk GS 2008264 = 82 cont. 1816 Borisov 
GS 1925373 = 22 cont. - 23 1795 Bobrujsk GS 2008265 = 82 cont. 1816 Borisov 
GS 1925374 = 23 cont. 1795 Bobrujsk GS 2008266 = 82 cont. 1816 Borisov 
GS 1925375 = 23 cont. - 24 1795 Bobrujsk GS 2008267 = 82 cont., 88, 89 1816 Borisov 
GS 1925376 = 24 cont. 1795 Bobrujsk GS 2008268 = 89 cont, 91 1816 Borisov and Bobrjusk 
GS 1925377 = 25 1795 Bobrujsk GS 2008269 = 91 cont. 1816 Bobrujsk 
GS 1925378 = 25 cont. - 26 1795 Bobrujsk and Borisov GS 2008270 = 91 cont., 96 1816 Bobrujsk and Minsk 
GS 1925379 = 26 cont. - 27 1795 Borisov GS 2008271 = 96 cont., l 06 1816 Minsk 
GS 1925380 = 27 cont., 30 1795 Borisov and Igumen GS 2008272 = 106 cont. 1816 Minsk 
GS 1925381 = 30 cont. 1795 Igumen GS 2008273 = 106 cont., 108 1816 Minsk 
GS 1925382 = 30 cont. - 33 1795 Igumen GS 2008274 = 108 cont., 110 1816 Minsk 
GS 1925383 = 33 cont. - 34 1795 lgumen GS 2008275 = 110 cont. 1816 Minsk 
GS 1925384 = 34 cont. 1795 Igumen GS 2008276 = 110 cont., 112 1816 Minsk 
GS 1925385 = 34 cont. - 37 1795 Igumen GS 2008277 = 112cont.,115 1816 Minsk 
GS 1925386 = 37 cont. - 38 1795 Igumen GS 2008278 = 115 cont., 117 1816 and 1842 Minsk 
GS 1925387 = 38 cont. - 39 1795 Igumen GS 2008279 = 117 cont., 1842 Minsk 
GS 1925388 = 39 cont. 1795 lgumen GS 2008280 = 117 cont., 125, 136 1842 Minsk 
GS 1925389 = 39 cont. - 41 1795 lgumen 125 1842 Igumen 
GS 1925390 = 41 cont. 1795 Igumen 136 1844 lgumen 

GS 1925391 = 41 cont. - 42 1795 Igumen GS 2008281 = 136 cont. 1844 Igumen 
GS 1925392 = 42 cont. 1795 lgumen 145, 147 1795 Novogrudok 
GS 1925393 = 42 cont. - 44 1795 Igumen GS 2008282 = 147 cont., 148 1795 Novogrudok 

GS 1925394 = 44 cont. - 45 1795 lgumen 155, 164 1818 Novogrudok 

GS 1925395 = 45 cont. - 46 1795 lgumen 164 1795 Ncsvizh 

GS 1925396 = 46 cont. - 47 1795 lgumen and Mozyr GS 2008283 = 164 cont. - 165 1795 Nesvizh and Slutsk 

GS 1925397 = 47 cont. - 48 1795 Mozyr GS 2008284 = 165 cont. 1795 Slutsk 

GS 1925398 = 48 cont. 1795 Mozyr GS 2008285 = 165 cont. 1795 Slutsk 

GS 1925399 = 48 cont. - 50 1795 Mozyr and GS 2008286 = 165 cont., 168 1795 Slutsk 

Davidgorod GS 2008287 = 168 cont. 1795 Slutsk 

GS 1925400 = 50 cont. - 51 1795 Davidgorod GS 2008300 = 168 cont. 1795 Slutsk 

GS 1925401 = 51 cont. - 53 1795 Davidgorod and GS 2008301 = 168 cont. - 169 1795 Slutsk 

Mozyr GS 2008302 = 169 cont. 1795 Slutsk 

GS 1925402 = 53 cont. - 54 1795 Mozyr GS 2008303 = 169 cont., 171 1795 Slutsk and Postavy 

GS 1925403 = 54 cont. 1795 Mozyr GS 2008304 = 171 cont. 1795 Postavy 

GS 1925404 = 54 cont. 1795 Mozyr GS 2008305 = 173 1795 Minsk 

GS 1925405 = 54 cont. - 55 1795 Mozyr and GS 2008306 = 173 cont. - 174 1795 Slutsk and Mozyr 

Davidgorod GS 2008307 = 174 cont. 1795 Slutsk and Mozyr 

GS 1925406 = 55 cont. 1795 Davidgorod GS 2008308 = 174 cont. 1795 Slutsk and Mozyr 

GS 1925407 = 55 cont. - 56 1795 Davidgorod and 175 1795 Vilejka 

Mozyr GS 2008315 = 175 cont. 1795 Vilejka 

GS 1925408 = 56 cont. 1795 Mozyr GS 2008316 = 175 cont., 177 1795 Vilejka and Minsk 

GS 1925409 = 56 cont. - 57 1795 Mozyr and GS 2008317 = 177 cont. - 178 1795 Minsk and lgumen 

David go rod GS 2008318 = 178 cont. 1795 lgumen 

GS 1925410 = 57 cont. 1795 Davidgorod GS 2008319 = 178 cont. - 179 1795 Igumen and 

GS 1925411 = 57 cont. 1795 Davidgorod Davidgorod 

GS 1925412 = 57 cont. , 59 1795 Davidgorod GS 2008320 = 179 cont. , 181-182 1795 Davidgorod, Mazyr 

GS 1925413 = 59 cont., 63 1795 Davidgorod and 1811 and Slutsk 

Mozyr GS 2008321 = 182 cont. 1795 Slutsk 

GS 1925414 = 63 cont. 1811 Mozyr 184, 186 1806 Novogrudok 

GS 1925415 = 63 cont. , 64, 66 1811 and 1816 Mozyr GS 2008322 = 195 1811 Minsk and Kojdanova 

GS 1925416 = 66 cont., 71 1816 Mozyr and Pinsk GS 2008323 = 195 cont. 1811 Minsk and Kojdanova 
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GS 2008324 = 195 cont. 

197 

GS 2008325 = 197 cont. 

GS 2008326 = 197 cont. 

201 

GS 2008327 = 201 cont. 

GS 2008328 = 201 cont.. 205-206 

GS 2008329 = 206 cont., 208-20 

GS 2008330 = 209 cont., 211 

GS 2010467 = 211 cont.- 212 

GS 2010468 = 212 cont. 

220 

GS 2010469 = 220 cont. 

221 

233 

GS 2010470 = 233 cont., 234 

GS 2008471 = 234 cont. 

236 

249 

1811 Minsk and Kojdanova 

1806 Bobrujsk 

1806 Bobrujsk 

1806 Bobrujsk 

1811 Borisov 

1811 Borisov 

1811 Borisov 

1811 Borisov and lgumen 

1811 lgumen 

1811 lgumen 

1811 lgumen 

1811 Slutsk and Borisov 

1811 Slutsk and Borisov 

1816 Rechitsa and Bobrujsk 

1816 Novogrudok 

1816 Novogrudok 

1816 Novogrudok 

1816 Slutsk 

1811 Pinsk 

GS 2008472 = 249 cont. , 255, 263 1811 Pinsk and Novogrudok 

GS 2010473 = 263 cont. 1811 Novogrudok 

268 1811 Pinsk and Borisov 

THE WORLD FAMILY TREE 
PROJECT: HELPING YOU FIND 

YOUR ANCESTORS 
by Gina Han 

The World Family Tree Project is an ongoing effort by 

Foderbund Software to collect and compile family trees 

from family history enthusiasts all over the world. As trees 

are collected, additional CDs will be produced with the new 

information. The more trees available for searching, the 

higher the chances that you will find a match and be able to 
add to your own tree. 

• You can share a tree of any size, even if it's not yet 
complete 

• Preserve your family history for future generations 

• Help distant relatives with their family history research 

• Join 26,000 other families who've already participated 

If y~u would like to contribute to the World Family Tree 

ProJect, contact Foderbund Software at (510) 794-6850 or 

visit the www.familytreemaker.com web site. 

The World Family Tree Project began over a year ago when 

Foderbund invited Family Tree Maker customers to submit 

their family trees to be placed on CD-ROM. The first three 

FEEFHS, 4: I (May 1996), p. 8 

World Family Tree CDs have already helped many 

customers find information about their ancestors. In 

addition, customers who have found matches in the World 

Family Tree CDs have used the World family Tree 

Submitter Information Service to find out who contributed 

the tree with matching names. By writing a letter tot be 

submitter, many customers have talked with the submitters 

about their common ancestors, learned additional details 

about their family tree, and have helped each other 

correcting mistakes in their information. Some have even 

scheduled family reunions to meet these distant cousins and 

other relatives for the first time. 

Having access to entire family trees differs from traditional 

research, since finding the name of just one ancestor could 

uncover an entire branch of your family tree. Given 

specific names, dates, and locations, you only need to even 

that the information is accurate, rather than doing 

painstaking research to uncover each detail on your own. 

Submit your family tree today! 

MISCELLANEOUS POLISH ITEMS 
by Stanley Brescoll, Jr. 

The book Polish Roots (Konenie Pols/de), by Rosemary A. 

Chorzempa, has been mentioned before in the FEEFHS 
Newsletter, but it deserves to be emphasized again. It is 

designed to provide the American researcher with enough 

information to succeed in Polish genealogical research. The 

author is a national director of the Polish Genealogical 

Society of America. The book throws cold water on the 

myth that successful Polish genealogical research is beyond 

the powers of ordinary people. In addition to discussing 

standard records such as census and naturalization records 

ships' passenger lists, vital records, records of fraternal ' 

societies, newspapers, church records, and military records, 

she also provides a breakdown of libraries and archives with 

Polish genealogical materials and a comprehensive list of 

Polish genealogical societies. But the primary focus of the 

book is on research in Poland, showing bow to find and use 

church and civil records, bow and where to located research 

centers, libraries, and archives, bow to make sense of 

Polish names, and how to deal with the Polish language -

as well as German, Russian, Latin, and Ukrainian. The 

262-page book is available from Genealogical Publishing 

Co., Inc., 1001 N. Calvert St., Baltimore, MD 21202-

3897, for $17.95 plus $3.00 postage and handling for the 

first copy, $1.00 for additional copies (Maryland residents 

add S % sales tax, Michigan residents 4 %). There is a 
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toll-free number for credit-card orders only: (800) 296-

6687. 

The series The Atlantic Bridge to Genna11y, by FEEFHS 

founder Charles M. Hall, is well known to German 

researchers, but one of the most recent volumes, Vol. Vill 

"PRUSSIA," is also important for Polish research. It 

covers the areas of Brandenburg, East Prussia, West 

Prussia, Pomerania, and Posen, much of which is now or 

Shas been part of Poland. It covers the history geography, 

and records of the whole political entity which was called 

"Prussia" prior to 1918. Order from Monda Genealoga 

Ligo (World Genealogy League), P.O. Box 21346, Salt 

Lake City, UT 84121, at $25.00 a copy plus $3.00 postage 

and handling for the first book, $ 1.00 each for additional 

copies. 

Poland: 1000 Years of History & Culture is a four-part 

video series consisting of I: "Piast Poland" (earliest origins 

to 1370), 23 minutes; II : "Jagiellonian Poland" (1386-1572), 

21 minutes; Ill: "The Gentry Commonwealth" (1573-1795), 

42 minutes; IV: "Romantic and Modem Poland" (1796-

195), 37 minutes. It has been created from the combined 

collections of over 50 Polish museums and archives to tell 

the story of Poland's history. It was produced by Roger 

Conant Presentations with support from the National 

Endowment for the Humanities, the Pennsylvania 

Humanities Council, the Alfred Jurzykowski and 

Koscziuszko Foundations, and the Pittsburgh Central 

Council of Polish Organizations. It received a special 

award from the Polish American History Association. 

There is a textbook to accompany the series. For ordering 

information and prices for various formats, contact: Roger 

Conant Presentations, 7B Brook Hill Lane, Rochester, NY 

14625. 

The newspaper Polish American Joumal is an English­

language monthly dedicated to the preservation and 

continuance of Polish culture in the United States. It is 

offering three free issues to people wanting to learn more 

about their Polish heritage. Order from: Polish-American 

Joumal , 1275 Harlem Rd., Buffalo, NY 14206, tel. (716) 

893-5771 , fax (716) 893-5783, e-mail 

POLAMJ OURN@AOL. COM . 

Clean Your Attic and Aid a Pole: You can rid yourself of 

the unwanted old schoolbooks, paperbacks, magazines and 

other English-language materials cluttering up your attic or 

basement and do a good deed at the same time. A great 

many Polish children, teenagers, and young adults these 

days are studying English, which is the most popular 

foreign language in Poland. English books and magazines 

are sometimes hard to find or extremely expensive. Simple 

send them to someone in Poland who will regard your 

unneeded clutter as precious English reading matter. The 

following is a list of deserving recipients: 

Anna Si.czypek, ul. Legionow 99/3, 81-472 Gdynia, Poland 

Szlcola Podstawowa, ul. Szlcolna, 73-231 Krzecin, Poland 

Agnieszka Bielska, ul. J. Porazinskeij 2D/ 1, 81-593 Gdynia, 

Poland 

Zespol Szlcol Ogolnoksztalci.cych Nr. 3, ul. Powstancow 

Slaskich 2, 41-902 Bytom, Poland; 

Bogna Pry!, ul. 1 Armii WP 33E/l, 84-300 Lebork, 

Poland. 

FEEFHS WEB SITE STATUS REPORT 
By John D. Movius 

c 1996 FEEFHS 

FEEFllS Web Site Status: The original decision to place 

FEEFHS on the World Wide Web was made on Earth Day 

at the University of California, Davis on 13 May, 1995. By 

20 May 1995 with a little help from some of our new 

friends, the first posting of our old 2-sided legal-size single­

sheet flyer (17K size) occurred - our first, modest 

HomePage. 

At the time ours was the first HomePage on the Internet's 

WWW (World Wide Web) by any genealogy federation in 

the world. It was chosen a "selected web site" by AOL 

Genealogy Forum (a FEEFHS member organization) in 

June, only a month later. 

By last January all the HomePages had been built for 

member organizations and we started to add surname 

databases. We now have about eighteen of them. We have 

coined to term "web-bases" for these surname finding aids, 

and I note the New York Times has picked up the new term 

and will be using it too. 

Awareness: Our web site is an important reason for our 

continued membership growth. It also has generated 

widespread awareness of our existence throughout the world 

of genealogy - an important aspect for our long term ability 

to serve both our members and the world-wide genealogy 

community as it relates to Central and East European 

genealogy. 

FEEFHS, 4: 1 (May 1996), p . 9 



II COMPUTERS 
11 

Free HomePage Offer: with the $20.00 membership for 

societies, organizations and professional members was 

initiated with our first HomePage and continues for 1996. 

It is a major reason that some state and regional 

organizations like the Califomia Stare Genealogical Allia11ce 

and the Ge11ealogical and Historical Council of the 

Sacramelllo Valley have recently joined. Where else can 

you get a free Homepage for a year with a US$20.00 

membership? 

Our Web Site Siz.e as of 21 May 1996: The FEEFHS 

Web Site now represents over 1,368 files and 33.6 Megs of 

member HomePages, Journal articles, a growing Reference 

Library works and 18 large surname databases. 

Since 24 Megs is text (all but the Map Room), it represents 

the equivalent of almost 10,000 pages of information if 

someone ever tried to print it out. That is certainly more 

that most homePages you find on the web. 

The good thing about it is our doors never close -- it is 

available to anyone anywhere in the world on a 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week basis. FEEFHS has built a major 

destination web site, not just a pit stop full of hypertext 

"pointers" to other home pages on the information super­

highway. 

Map Room, http://feefbs.org/maps/mapi.html: A 9.5 

Meg map room of 50 maps (mainly from 1882) covers all 

of the geographic land mass from the French/Benelux 

border of Germany to the Russian Far East's Pacific and 

from Finland to Greece. Because of the existence of "a 

letter from SIBERIA• and the probability of additional 

HomePages from Siberia and the Russian Far East, we have 

added a full set of maps of Asian Russia. 

The railroads, mountain ranges and town names in English 

are special features. They have prompted others to say it is 

the best set of genealogy maps of Europe and Siberia on the 

Internet today. 

Search Engines on the Internet: The only way to really 

find something on the WWW is to use a search engine that 

indexes selected site on the web. While the best known one 

is Yahoo!, it does not do nearly as good a job in indexing 

genealogy sites as others such as AltaVista and Lycos. 

FEEFHS periodically tests all the search engines and ranks 

them. A hypertext list of the top ten is available from the 

FEEFHS FronrPage WebLerrer or by opening 

http://feefhs.org/sesearch.html. 
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At the moment, AltaVista, Excite and Lycos are my 

favorites for genealogy searches. To use a search engine 

efficiently in genealogy, I have found it is wise to start with 

"genealogy", them the country or subject, in that order. It 
should remembered that search engines only visit a site like 

ours perhaps once a month and some not even that often if 

at all . 

FEEF1IS Web Site's Own Search Engine Index: Several 

months ago at a DCN web team meeting I discovered a new 

DCN developed search engine could be installed to fully 

index our entire web site. It was installed immediately, and 

now takes about 2 Megs of server space to store the 80,000 

indexes of every surname, place name, society name etc. on 

our entire 33 Meg web site. Since it only talces about IO 

minutes to run, it is re-indexed every time a new file is 

added. 

While it can be bookmarked at 

http:/ /feefhs.org/f eefhsei. html, 
It is on the middle of the first screen you see in visiting the 

FEEFHS "HomePage". So there are two differences 

between the FEEFHS Search Engine and the more powerful 

ones like AltaVista: While our search engine only indexes 

our own site of 33 + Megs, we index all our 1,368 + files 

fully and as frequently as is needed. 

By contrast, type FEEFHS into AltaVista and you only get 

"about 400" of our 1,368 citations, and some will be as 

much as a month old. We are one of only two genealogy 

sites we know of with our own search engine full text index 

of our entire site. 

Indexes still available: Before the advent of our search 

engine, our clients would browse through our web site using 

our various Indexes. These indexes are still available and 

very useful to get an overview of a region or ethnic, 

religious of national group. 

The three major ones are the Master IndexPage, 

http://feefhs.org/masteri.html, the Ethnic Index, 

http://feefhs.org/ethnic.html. and the Location Index, 

http://location.html. They offer a better way to 

understand how the web site is organized. 

Cross-Indexes: We will continue to gradually expand our 

cross-indexes as time permits. They are an excellent way lo 

find pages related to a given subject -- be it Slovak, 

Slovenian, Slavonian, Microfilm status, surname databases 

or whatever. 
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Some Indexes are not as up to date as we would like. So if 

you suspect more is available, type the subject name for the 

cross-Index you want into the FEEFHS Search Engine and 

you will probably find much more listed there. 

Microfilming Status, http:/ /feetbs.org/fij-tom3.html: An 

example of a subject cross-index is this one. FEEFHS may 

be the only source on the web for status of Central and East 

European microfilming by the GSU of Salt Lake City. Our 

Microfilm Cross-Index now covers five articles. The most 

recent addition is an updated version of the Thomas K. 

Edlund dinner address to our Cleveland convention last 

August 4th. 

An example of more detailed reporting that is cross-indexed 

here are the revision lists (polltax = census) of parts of 

Belarus in the 18th and early 19th centuries. They were 

filmed at the Archiv in Minsk and only recently made 

available for use via a loan to your FHC. This list, 

appearing elsewhere in this issue, includes the specific FHL 

microfilm call numbers associated with a given revision list 

for a given place in Belarus. 

Web Site Activity: In April our web site received about 

75,000 hits and sent over 1.5 + gigabytes of pages to clients 

in over 70 countries on six continents worldwide. They 

span from Japan, Korea, Russia, the Baltics and South 

Africa to every European country, Australia, New Zealand, 

Brazil and Chile and even from the Vatican. 

The Saturday before Easter we received over 7,400 hits 

from over 60 countries of the world, an unprecedented level 

of activity for a single day, even for us. It is growing at 

over 25 % a month, tracking the explosive growth of the 

World Wide Web itself. Our web site is thought to be the 

second most widely used genealogy web site in the world on 

the net. 

E-mail Address Book: We have an on-line addresss book, 

but most people do not known how to find it. It is not 

linked to any other file. But it is indexed by our own 

FEEFHS search engine. To be sure it cannot be found by 

any monthly web search engine like AltaVista or Excete or 

Net Locator (so as to avoid being "spammed" by 

commercial sites) , I change its URL frequently. This is 

often done weekly , and right after I notice a web search 

engine has dropped in to index our site. 

The "FEEFHHS eMail Addressbook" is two alphabetical 

listings: by organiz.ation and by personal names. This title 

has not changed in some time. These are the keywords for 

you to type into our FEEFHS search engine to find it. It 
currently prints out at about 9 pages. I suggest you make a 

copy for yourself or download a copy to your hard drive or 
a diskette every few months. 

Please be sure to let me know if or when you change e-mail 

and/or web addresses yourself. If anyone wishes to have 

their address removed from this address book or from your 

HoomePage listing at any time, please advise me. 

Thank you for your continued interest in FEEFHS and our 
Web Site. 

John D. Movius 

President 

P.O. Box 4327 

Davis California 95617-4327 

Primary e-mail - Davis: 

Backup e-mail: 

FEEFHS Web Site: 

feefhs@feefhs.org 

FEEFHS7777@aol.com 

http:/ /feefhs.org 

GERMAN TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 

ON CD-ROM 
by John D. Movius and 

Henning Schroeder 
c 1996, Henning Schroeder and 

FEEFHS 

FEEFHS member Henning Schroeder of Germany has made 

arrangements for FEEFHS to offer sale the collection of 

Germany telephone directors compiled by the Tele-Info 

company. It comes on a CD-ROM, which is compatible 

with Windows 3.x and Windows 95. It is contains 

information as of February 1996, on about 34 million 

telephone subscribers and 1 million fax numbers. It can be 

ordered from FEEFHS treasure Miriam Hall-Hansen at 

$30.00. 

The system is easy to install and use for people who know 

German, but knowledge of German is not absolutely 

necessary, if you have a little help. A translation of the 

instruction booklet that comes with the disk is available free 

of charge from John C. Alleman, but the following 

information compiled by Mr. Schroeder may be even more 
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helpful: 

How to use Tele-Info 

System requirements: 

Tele-Info runs under Windows 3.x and under Windows95. 

There is no DOS version. Currently there is no Mac 

version. You need 

at least a 386-class PC with 8 Mb of RAM, VGA graphics, 

and 20 Mb free disk space on your bard drive. 

Getting started - To install: 

Put the CD in your CD-ROM drive. 

Start Windows 

Choose "File" from the menu. 

Click on "Run". 

Type "D:setup" (or replace D: by the designation of your 

CD-ROM drive). 

The install program will start, and you will have to answer 

a few questions. Unless you are familiar with installing 

other Windows programs, we recommend that you answer 

all questions with "yes,• and that you let the program install 

within the suggested paths. 

Working with Tele-Info: 

Four Screens: There are four main screens you can use. 

Usually the first one listed will be open when you start the 

program the first time. (After one installation we have also 

found another main page being open, though), 

The four screens are: 

1. alphabetii.ed by surnames 

2. alphabetii.ed by town names 

3. arranged by (telephone) area codes 

4. arranged by postal codes 

Each of these four main screens are represented by an 

individual icon. They are the second through the fifth icons 

from the left. 

Using a Screen: When you open one of these main screens, 

you can already type in the last name of a person. The 

program should then show you all of these people by that 

surname; either all of them, within one specific town, 

within one area code, or within one postal code area -­

depending on what type of main screen you have chosen. 

Searching: The best way, however, is to do a search. 

Click on the hourglass icon, which is the first icon from the 

left. It will open a function window on top of the main 
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screen, where you can fill in either a surname, first name, a 

business name, or on other lines a street name, a town 

name, or even a telephone number. You can also do a wild 

card search, i.e. replacing several letters within a term by a 

"?" . When you start this search, the result will be a 

"selected" main screen, which will only show the result of 

your search option, and no other names The total number of 

your "findings" will be shown on the (grey) status line. 

How to export: This is a little bit more complicated. The 

way you can do it is very much restricted due to German 

privacy laws. (You might have heard about the German 

Telekom suing one of the competitors of Tele-Info, the firm 

which produces the "D-lnfo" product). To 

export (copy), you first have to choose either main screen 

#2, #3, or #4. The export cannot be done from the main 

screen where the 

surnames have been alphabetized. It also cannot be done 

from the result screen of the wild card search (using the 

hourglass icon). 

When using main screens 2, 3, or 4, you first have to do a 

"filter search" , and for that you will have to use the third 

through fifth icons from the right. This means, you first 

have to pre-define either the town, the postal-code, or the 

area code, then filter the type of information you are 

looking for in these areas. Only then you can export these 

filter findings to your printer. 

For exporting, you can either click on the printer icon, or 

you click on "Datei" in the menu, and then choose 

"drucken". 

Good luck! 

Contact John Alleman for if you encounter any problems. 

(See inside front cover for addresses. Telephone: (801) 

359-7811.) 

CZECH & SLOVAK AMERICAN 
GENEALOGY SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS 

(CSAGSI) 
by Joseph Hartzel 

The Czech & Slovak American Genealogy Society of 

Illinois (CSAGSI) was established on March 9, 1996. 

CSAGSI was formed because dedicated people with roots in 

Bohemia, Moravia, Slovakia, Silesia, or Ruthenia felt a 
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need to develop, preserve, and share genealogical, 

historical, and cultural knowledge of our ancestors. 

AJI of the members of the Czech & Slovak American 

Genealogy Society of Illinois are committed to establishing 

an informative and active society. Many of the officers and 

directors of the CSAGSI played a large part in bringing to 

Chicago this past October the highly regarded 5th annual 

Czechoslovak Genealogy / Cultural Conference in 

Countryside, Illinois. The 5-day Genealogy / Cultural 

Conference was attended by over 500 people. One of the 

premiere attractions of the conference was the parade o folk 

costumes, where an estimated 650 + people attended. 

Our new society is dedicated to bringing together people 

who have an interest in genealogy, history, and culture in 

Chicago, Illinois, North America, and Europe. CSAGSI 

has meetings that feature a topic dealing with an aspect of 

our ethnic genealogical research or related heritage and 

culture. CSAGSI also has a bulletin called KORENY 

(Roors), featuring : helpful articles on researching, free 

research queries, sharing of resource information, notice of 

upcoming meetings, lectures, classes, local and national 

events, profiles of notable figures in our ethnic history, and 

also historical and cultural articles. CSAGSI will diligently 

keep and maintain a computerized cross-indexed database of 

surname information and research-project data. This 

database will be an ongoing endeavor, one that will 

encompass not only names and villages, but churches, 

cemeteries, and ancestral organizations. We are focused in 

the pursuit of collecting, preserving, and publishing 

genealogical and historical materials of our ancestors. Our 

purpose is to provide a forum for sharing ideas, 

experiences, and research, and to stimulate interest int be 

history and culture of our ancestors. CSAGSI also bas a 

HomePage that can be reached at 

http:/ /mern hers. aol. com/shrismik/scagsi/csagsi. htrn. 
CSAGSI 's HomePage has very interesting Czech, 

Moravian, Slovak, Silesian, and Ruthenian information and 

links, but SCAGSI also strives and is proud of the 

HomePage's Chicago and Illinois information. 

CSAGSI's officers are: Joseph Hartzel, President; Charles 

Vik, Vice President; Paul Valasek , Treasurer; and Dolores 

Duy, Secretary . CSAGSl's directors are Richard Hartzel, 

Robert Baumruk, Evelyn Fergie , Chris Miksanek, and 

George Rokos. 

EAST EUROPEAN GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY INC. 
by Mavis Menzies 

On April 3, 1996, the East European Branch of the 

Manitoba Genealogical Society Inc. passed motions to 

transfer its activities and assets (including publication of the 

East Europea11 Genealogist) to a newly incorporated 

independent non-profit society by the name of the East 
European Genealogical Society Inc. For reasons which 

are too complex to describe here, this transition will take 

place over the next several months. At the present time, the 

East European Branch is still in existence, but the only 

activities of the EEB are the regular monthly meetings in 

Winnipeg. The meetings will also become an activity of the 

new society, starting in the fall of this year after our 

summer break. 

The reasons for these actions are the result of a motion 

passed by the Manitoba Genealogical Society council on 

March 9, 1996, which very clearly indicated that in no way 

would any new MGS membership categories for branch 

members be instituted (some lesser fee for lesser services). 

Furthermore, the MGS motion indicated that the provisions 

in their constitution which state that all "Branch" members 

must be full members of MGS would be enforced. The 

EEB council considered this development together with the 

decisive result of a question in the recent East European 

Branch member survey, which indicated that 80 percent of 

the respondents did not feel that membership in the MGS 

should be necessary for membership in the EEB. This 

comes at a time when our membership is still in rapid 

growth and the majority of our members are now from 

other parts of Canada and the USA. Recent membership 

have also been received from continental European countries 

and elsewhere. 

The East European Genealogical Society desires to 

maintain the same good relationship with other organizations 

that the East European Branch bad in the past. Individual 

members will not see any significant difference in activities 

or services provided. The mailing address will remain the 

same, P.O. Box 2536, Winnipeg, MG, Canada, R3C 4A7, 

but correspondence should be addressed to the new society 

name. Membership fees for the current year (1996) remain 

at $12.00 (Canadian funds for Canadian members and US 

funds for others). All checks and money orders should be 

made payable to the East European Genealogical Society. 

Membership in the MGS will no longer be required for 
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membership in the East European Genealogical Society 
Inc. However, we would like to encourage those with an 

interest in Manitoba genealogy to hold MGS membership 

and to take advantage of the tremendous wealth of resources 

which the MGS bas to offer for Manitoba research. 

Here is a list of the Executive Council. Note that it is 

nearly identical to that of the EEB. 

President: Mavis Menzies 

Vice President: Chris Radons 

Recording Secretary: Clarence Spelcbak 

Treasurer: Russell Turyk 

Past President: Les Recksiedler 

Correspondence/Research Chair: Chris Radons 

FEEFHS Representative: Brian Lenius 

Library Chair: Bea Magura 

Membership Chair: Elaine Taylor Turchyn 

Program Chair: Denise Kolesar 

Phoning Chair: Rita Mymko 

Publications Chair: Brian Lenius 

SELECTED ITEMS FROM RECENT 
ISSUES OF THE FEEFHS FRONTPAGE 

WEBLEITER 
by John D. Movius 

0 1996 FEEFHS, all rights reserved 

A major feature of the FEEFHS Web Site is the FEEFHS 

FronJPage WebLttter. It is on the FEEFHS HomePage 

http://feefbs.org and is brief - usually no more than three 

printed pages. Here are some of the short items of interest 

to various members: 

"Net Locator" - a hot new Search Engine for Genealogy 
Bob Madler of the Banat e-Mail list genealogy group 

http://feefbs.org/frgbanat.hbnl put us onto a new 

meta-search engine recently. It has access to 28 other 

search engines for finding stuff on the web. See our latest 

survey of the "Top IO search engines to go for genealogy." 

It also names two "also-rans• and 16 web search engines 

and meta search engines to avoid when seriously seeking 

genealogy stuff on the web -- see 

http://feefbs.org/sesearch.hbnl •. 

The top web search engine for genealogy is still Alta Vista, 

with "about 400 hits" for 

FEEFHS (which bas 1,368 files). We see it stop by our 

site every month. (Please remember, our own FEEFHS 
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Web Site search engine indexes all files in our directories -

- currently 1,368 -- every day or so as new stuff is added. 

Our FEEFHS search engine index is now 2. 8 Megs in size 

to accommodate the 80,000+ indexes waiting for you to 

request them. 

The San Francisco Call (newspaper) Web-base covering 

all 1875 and 1876 births, marriages and deaths), as 

compiled by Jim W. Faul.kinbury C.G.R.S. of Sacramento 

is up and in final form on this web site at f db2/sfcall0.hbnl 
(1877 will be posted before you receive this issue of the 

printed newsletter). 

This will eventually span an important period of no civil 

records (1875 - June 1905) for the city and county of San 

Francisco, which had about 52 % foreign born residents then 

-- many of them from Central and eastern Europe. This 

extraction fills in a gap of civil records lost in the great 

earthquake of 1906. 

San Francisco was the New York of the west for 

immigration last century and a high proportion of Central 

and East Europeans lived in the city. It takes Jim about 80 

hours to extract one year worth of vitals (about 8,000 

records). So we expect this project to produce a year's 

worth of newly extracted vitals about every month or so (the 

year 1877 has just been posted) from now until mid-1999 

( for the year 1905). 

The estimated size of this project, when completed, will be 

about 240,000 vital record extractions, according to 

Faulkenberry. What a beautiful gift to San Francisco area 

record searchers of every ethnic religious and national 

group. A bonus it the fact that full naturalization detail is 

available from the copyright owner of this list. 

SIBERIA and Asian Russia: Last March we posted the 

first of a series of "A Letter from SIBERIA" at 

lfs/frg-lfs.htrnl for Bishop Joseph Werth, Roman Catholic 

bishop of Siberia and the Russian Far East. This single 

legal sized sheet is published every month or two by Father 

Blaine Burkey of Hays, Kansas. We are fortunate to have 

Larry Jensen of Utica, New York, to assist us in coding the 

pages. 

FEEFHS is doing this because the Bishop Werth's Diocese 

headquarters in Novosibirsk communicates with its distant 

parishes (Vladivostok to Chelyabinsk) and his 50 priests and 

50 others (nuns and lay people) by e-mail. We feel that 

over time we will be able to establish an e-mail query 
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system to and from SIBERIA, and progress is being made 

in that direction. 

Such a query system will aid not only German-Russian, 

Lithuanian, Polish and Ukrainian record searchers 

elsewhere. It will bring hope to these masses of people that 

distant cousins in America and Canada care about them. 

One of the sisters doing genealogy in Siberia is Sister Lucy 

Ann. 

Arson at Chelyabinsk - Sister Lucy Ann's Messages: 

Late in Easter week we received a Good Friday and Easter 

greetings at http:/ /feetbs.org/lfs/arson.html from Father 

Blaine Burkey (FEEFHS representative and editor of "A 

l etter from SIBERIA" at http:/ /feetbs.org/lfs/frg-lfs.html, 
who relayed the hard news story of the arson at the recently 

built Roman Catholic church in Chelyabinsk, Siberia on 3 

April. 

Father Burkey then contacted four Catholic web sites and 

one Catholic list server, advising them that FEEFHS was 

reporting this story on our web site. These moving 

messages contributed to a 7,345 hit day on Easter Saturday. 

That day was an all-time record number of hits for the 

FEEFHS Web Site. 

We sent an e-Mail message to Sister Lucy Ann Wasinger, 

C.S.A., (an American nun from Kansas living in 

Chelyabinsk) about this and iisted the 36 counties that bad 

read her stirring letters. 

She has responded with a five more beautifully written 

messages, including a sixth letter from Chelyabinsk - see 

http://feefhs.org/lfs/arson-16.html. To locate Chelyabinsk 

on a Siberian map, see the Outline Map of the Apostolic 

Administration of Asian Russia (Catholic Bishopric of 

Siberia and the Russian Far East) prepared by Father 

Burkey, 0. F . M. Cap. , at http: / /feefhs.org/lfs/csiberia.jpg 

Milan Sismis of Martin, Czech Republic, at the FEEFHS 

Convention. He is the latest speaker to confirm bis 

attendance at the 1996 FEEFHS International Convention in 

Minneapolis on June 8-11 , 1996 -- see 

http://feeths.org/conf/96mp1s.htm1. He will speak twice 

on Slovak genealogy , including a talk on "Slovak names, 

what they can tell a family historian." Registrants for our 

convention to date are coming from California, Colorado, 

Connecticut , District of Columbia, Iowa, Minnesota, New 

Jersey, New York, Ohio and Wisconsin. 

Deutschen von Iowa is now in final fonn on the web. This 

book was published in 1900 and the title page and a typical 

page scanned from this book are now posted. The 

extractions are by Jim Faulkinbury, C.G.R.S. His 

http://feefhs.org/f dbl/jf-iager/jf-iager. html introduction 

and an index explain it and bow to navigate through it, with 

hot links to the 

http://feefhs.org/f db 1/jf-iager/iager-az. html Deutschen 

von Iowa "Web-base" itself, the 

http:/ /feefhs.org/f dbl/jf-iager/iager-90. html oldest 

Germans in Iowa (based on the 1895 census) and 

http://feefhs.org/f dbl/jf-iager/iager-ua.html German 

Officers in the Union Army (circa 1861-1865). 

Any Ahnenstammlcartei Success Stories Out There?? 

Thomas K. Edlund, Senior Librarian for Slavic 

Bibliographies at the Family History Library, requests more 

examples for bis special lecture on the Ahnenstammkartei 

http://feefhs.org/ahnstamm.html at the 1996 FEEFHS 

Convention in Minneapolis this June 9-11. The FEEFHS 
FrontPage WebLetter has been asked to announce his 

interest in collecting a few more examples for the lecture. 

Please send your experiences to our e-mail address 

feefhs@feefhs.org or see me or Tom at the Minneapolis 

convention. 

Foreign-Born Voters of California in 1872: This is a 

61,691 surname web database. It is This is based on 

extractions from the 1872 "Great Register of California" of 

all counties of California. All files are now posted in final 

text form. A sample page bas been scanned to show what a 

Great Register page looks like 

http://feefhs.org/fbvca/reg-pg61.jpg. It is a 610K JPEG 

scan. 

Jim Faulkinbury, C.G.R.S. (a FEEFHS Professional 

member) has made available to us his extractions of 

Foreign-Born Voters of California Voters in 1872 as a 

finding aid -- see http:/ /feefhs.org/fbvca/fbvcagri.html. 

This database includes surname and given name, age in year 

of registration, country or place of birth and a record 

number. 

Over 70 % of the listings also include full naturalization 

detail. 1n addition to many Central and East Europeans, 

there are persons from nearly every country in the world 

listed here. The record number permits additional 

information to be provided by Jim -- see 

http:/ /fbvca/grquery .html. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

by John D. Movius 

1996 Dues are Overdue: Dear FEEFHS Societies, 

Organii.ations and individual members: With this issue we 

are missing some of last years members in 1996! Our new 

slate of leaders took office last January. It has already been 

an exciting and eventful year of opportunities and 

challenges. 

Growth Problems: With our explosive growth -- doubling 

in siz.e for each of the last three years - our administrative 

efforts from volunteer unpaid officers in Salt Lake City and 

elsewhere have been sorely pressed to stay current. 

Renewal notices, sent in early January, are now being 

issued again - so please "re-up" in FEEFHS now. 

Advantages of FEEFHS Membership: We encourage all 

societies, organii.ations, professionals and serious 

genealogists to join FEEFHS in 1996. This not only 

benefits you with increasing referrals, our quarterly 

FEEFHS Newsletter with cutting edge articles, a free 

HomePage on the web (for organizations and professionals}, 

a listing in the 1996 printed FEEFHS Resource Guide, due 

to be mailed in July, and other membership services. 

Growth in New Member Organi1.ations Continues: 
FEEFHS continues to grow in siz.e and services it provides 

member societies and individual members. During 1995 we 

again doubled in siz.e for the third year to about 120 

societies and organii.ations. This rapid growth shows every 

sign of continuing in 1996. We now offer one stop referral 

services lo 135 member societies and organii.ations within 

25 stales, the five westernmost provinces of Canada and 12 

other countries on four continents. 

FEEHS Publications Available: Following is a list of 

publications that can be ordered from FEEFHS at P.O. Box 

510898, Salt Lake City, UT 84151-0898: 
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Newsletter reprint, Vol. 1 with index (1992-3): $6 in U.S. 

and Canada, $8 overseas 

Newsletter reprint, Vol. 2 with index (1994): $6 in U.S. 

and Canada, $8 overseas 

Newsleller reprint, Vol. 3 with index (1995): $10 in U.S. 

and Canada, $12 overseas 

Individual issues of Newsletter 111.1, lli.3, 111.4, IV. I: $4 

in U.S. and Canada, $5 overseas 

German telephone CD-ROM (February 1996), $30 in U.S. 

and Canada, $35 overseas 

New York Times Article to Feature FEEFHS: At the 

present growth rate of our Web Site, http://feetlls.org, we 

hope to become the largest and the most active non­

commercial genealogy web site in the world. This might 

occur in part because of a major article on "Genealogy on 

the Internet" scheduled to appear soon in the New York 
Times. 

According to Jennifer Weitzman, the reporter who wrote it, 

it will appear in the Home Section on page C2. It is said 

that FEEFHS and several examples of genealogy success 

stories using the Internet will be mentioned. They were 

culled from many of our FEEFHS member organi:zations 

who have responded to her e-mail request starting last 

February. Please watch for it. 

The 1996 Minneapolis Convention: One of the few times 

we all have to gather together comes at the annual 

International Convention. But it primarily is a time· for 

sharing and learning more about many facets of Central and 

East European genealogy. This year's program is especially 

rich in significant learning experiences and merits your 

serious consideration. I hope to meet many of you at The 

Thunderbird Hotel in Bloomington, Minnesota, June 8th 

through 12th. 

Thank you for your continued interest in FEEFHS. 

John D. Movius 

President 
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Who. What and Why ir. FEEFHS? 

The Federation of East European Family History Societies (FEEFHS) was founded in June 1992 by a small dedicated group of 

American and Canadian genealogists with diverse ethnic, religious, and national backgrounds. By the end of that year, 

eleven societies had accepted its concept as founding members. Each year since then FEEFHS has doubled in size. FEEFHS 

nos represents over one hundred twenty-five organizations as members from twenty-four states, five Canadian provinces, 

and fourteen countries. It continues to grow. 

About half of these are genealogy societies, others are multi-purpose societies, surname associations, book or periodical 

publishers, archives, libraries, family history centers, on-line services, institutions, e-mail genealogy list-servers, heraldry 

societies, and other ethnic, religious, and national groups. FEEFHS includes organizations representing all East or Central 

European groups that have existing genealogy societies in North America and a growing group of worldwide organizations 

and individual members, from novices to professionals. 

Goals and Purposes: 

The fall of the "Iron Curtain" opened up exciting new possibilities for genealogical research, but also generated significant 

new problems in knowing where to find the needed records . One goal of FEEFHS is to disseminate information about new 

developments and research opportunities in Eastern and Central Europe as soon as possible. This multi-ethnic federation is 

very effective in helping family historians with various ethnic and religious backgrounds who often seek similar types of 

information from the same hard-to-find locations. fn the process members of FEEFHS have learned much more about 

available resources in North American and ·Europe. FEEFHS publicizes the publications, services, and activities of its member 

societies . FEEFHS develops on-line and printed databases of pertinent resources, maintains liaison with other organizations 

\·1orldw1de that share interests, serves as a clearinghouse for information on the existence and services of member societies, 

and promotes public awareness of our member societies. FEEFHS also helps to create new ethnic or national genealogy 

societies where none exist but a need exists. UNITY-HARMONY-DIVERSITY is our motto . We welcome all societies and 

ind1v1duals, regardless of present/past strife in the homelands of Eastern Europe. 

Services: 

FEEFHS communicates with its individual and organizational members in many ways: 

1) FEEFHS Newsletter with cutting-edge articles. It has been published quarterly since December 1992. 

2) FEEFHS tables at major national, state, and regional conferences. This started in the spring of 1993. 

31 FEEi'HS International Convention in North America, held each spring or summer since May 1994. 

41 FEEFHS Resource Guide to East European Genealogy, published annually since October 1994. 

5) FEEFHS " HomePage" on the Internet's \Vorld Wide Web since mid-May 1995. This large "des t ination" web site includes 

a weekly FrontPage Newsletter, a HomePage or Resource Guide listing for all FEEFHS member organizations, surname 

databases. detailed maps of Central and Eastern Europe, cross-indexes to access related sources, and m ore. The address 

(URL) is: http://feefhs .org 

61 Regional North American conferences•· the first was at Calgary, Alberta, Canada in July 1995. 

7) Support of the Soc.Genealogy.Slavic news-group, its FAQ (frequently-asked questions), the Banat FAQ, and the AOL 

Genealogy Forum East European/German message boards and chat hours , starting in mid-1995. 

FEEFHS headquarters : 

FEEFi-iS headquarters are in Salt Lake City, a natural place for a genealogy federation, with access to t he world 's largast 

genealogical repository and the associated genealogy infrastructure. FEEFHS is non-sectarian and has no connection w ith the 

Family History Library nor with The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, though w e greatly appreci at e the LDS 

contribution to family history in collecting, filming, and sharing genealogy records. 

FEEFHS addresses: 

The permanent address of FEEFHS is P .0 . Box 510898. Salt Lake City, UT 84151-0898. Please send dues, address 

changes, membership questions, publication requests, back-issue orders , etc., to this address for the Treasurer and 

Secretary. It is faster to send other correspondence directly to the off icers listed below or the member societ ies listed on the 
back cover. 

Membership and duer. 

The minimum membership fee is US$ 20.00 for all membership applications and renewals. Spec ial provisions exist for 

societies and non-commercial organizations in Eastern Europe who cannot afford to join. FEEFHS greatly appreciates 

sponsors and patrons who contribute more than the minimum amount to help offset the expenses of its many services, 

including its Web-site operation. The founders. elected and appointed officers, and convention speak ers all serve without 

compensation and thus contribute significantly toward FEEFHS goals. 
1996-1997 officers: 

President: John D. Movius, c/o FEEFHS, P.O. Box 4327, Davis, CA 95617-4327; e-mail feefhs@wheel.dcn.davis.ca.us 

1st Vice-president: laura Hanowski, c/o Saskatchewan Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 1894, Regina, SK, Canada S4P 3E1 

2nd Vice-pre&ident: Dr. Duncan B. Gardner, 12961 Lake Ave., Lakewood, OH 44107-1533; e-mai l 
FFl 64@cleveland.freenet.edu 

3rd Vice-president: Dr. Bruce E. Kahn, 265 Viennawood Dr., Rochester, NY 14618-4465; e-mail bkahn@servtech.com; fax 
1716) 477-5789 

Secretary: Sherrie Pehrson, 601 Capri Dr., Murray, UT 84123-57 28 

Treasurer : Miriam Hall-Hansen, 470 E. Garfield Ave., Salt lake City, UT 84115-2214, e-mail mchall@axxis .com 

New&letter editor: John C. Alleman, 204 E. 300 North, Salt Lake City, UT 84103-1108, e-mail JCAlleman@aol.com, 
70274.2777@CompuServe .com; fax (801) 359-9304 

Founding Past President: Charles M. Hall. 4874 S. 171 O East, Salt Lake City, UT 48117 
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l l\1PORTANT ANNOUNCEI\1ENTS 

October 1 9 9 6 

Changes in officers: \Ve announce with regret that 1st vice president Tom Peters has had to res ign. 2nd vke 
president Laura Hanowski has been appointed 1st vice president, and we welcome Duncan Gardner as the new 
2nd vice president. See page 55 for more details. 

Double issue of FEEFS Newsletter: It was unfortunately not possible to produce Volume 4 Number 2 on 
schedule for a variety of reasons . We are therefore calling this issue Numbers 2 and 3 combined, and the next 
issue will be Volume 4 Number 4, and it should appear by the end of 1996. This does not represent a redu(t ion 
in the number of pages published, only an adjustment to keep the volume numbers in line with the calendar. \\'e 
apologize fo r any inconvenience this may have caused. 

1997 FEEFl1S International Convention - Salt Lake City, Utah: The Fourth annual International Con\'ention 
of FEEFHS will be held on September 27-29, 1997 (Saturday morning through Monday evening) at Salt Lake 
City. Utah. The convention site is the Best Western Salt Lake Plaza (former Howard Johnson's Hotel ) at 122 
\\'cq South Temple. It is adjacent to the Family History Library (FHL) in downtown Salt Lake City. 
Con~iderable interest has been expressed in returning to Salt Lake City, site of our successful first internation:il 
con\'ention in May 1994. This early fall period was chosen to avoid certain rel igious holy days (October) and 
aim to a\'oid the summer months in Salt Lake City when many vacationing genealogists descend upon the FHL, 
uxing it research facilities. 

This announcement is a first call for lecture papers. Proposals should be sent to President John Mo\'ius. It also 
is a general call fo r volunteers to help with \'arious aspects of this annual event. Further details will be 
announced in the next issue of this newsletter. For an advance copy of the printed announcement (with a first 
draft program schedule and pre-registration information, to be available by early January 1997), send a self­
addre sed stamped envelope (U .S. addresses) or one International Postal Reply Coupon (Canadian and overseas 
addresses) to P. 0. Box 510898, Salt Lake City, Utah 84151-0898. 

1996 FEEFHS Resource Guide: The 1996 FEEFHS Resource Guide is about to go to press. Our first Resource 
Guide of 7 pages was printed in mid 1994. The 1995 issue grew to 45 pages. The 1996 issue will again contain 
a summary of how to join, subscribe or obtain products and services of our member organizations, how to 
contact the leaders by postal mail and eMail, and how to obtain help from our Professional member genealogists, 
translators and lecturers. Each member organization and individual member in good standing will receive one 
copy. It will be posted by first class mail in early No,·ember. A major reason the FEEFHS web site was started 
in !\1ay 1995 was to publish the contents of our Resource Guide on the web. This occured by January 1996. 
While the Internet web offers up-to-date information, many of our member organizations and individual members 
do not yet have web access, making this printed publication an important membership service. While this Guide 
hecomes dated in time, its still a useful reference document. Your organization's HomePage (or your "Resource 
Guide Listing" for organizations with a home page on another server) is the basis for this annual printed 
publication. 
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[ MEETINGS II 

Reporr 011 .Minneapolis Convenrion: 

Reasons \Vhy We Had a Good 
Convention: 130 + And Still Counting 

by Edward R. Brandt 

The members or our convention planning and 
implementation committee met regularly starting in 

September 1995. These included the following, with each 

Jsterisk indicating major on-site responsibilities or giving a 

presentation at the convention: 
Don Aclamavich*, Vicki Albu*, Judy Bennett, Ed 

Brandt*, Irina Comardicea, David Cross* , Kent 

Cutkomp*, Lionel Davis, Mayo Flegel, Linda 

Fournier**, Larry Goga* , John C. Haidos, Greg 

Kishel, Paul Kulas, Pat Lowe**, Paul Makousky**, 

Homer and Mary Mantis, Dan Nedoroski, Ralluca 

Octa,·* , Al Oster, Bob Paulson*, Vernette Schroeder*, 

Val Scheglowski. Jim Smrekar, Geroge Soldatow*, 

Ardith Tabor, Karen Varian*, Duane Wiita*, Bill 

\Volpert*, Joel Wurl *. and Olga Zoltai*. 

01hers who helped with pre-convention activities included: 

Bruce Brandt. Marie Brandt, Ray Kleinow, and Barbara 

Ro.:kman. 

Besides those listed above, on-site volunteers included the 

fo lio\\ in~. with one asterisk si2'"0ifying a con,·ention speaker 

and a do;ble asterisk indicates-volunteers who helped even 

though they did not attend the convention: 

Gerianne Dodge, Dolores Duy, Laurie Erdmann, Jan 

Frye, Paula Goblirsch. Clair Haberman**, Miriam 

Hall-Hansen*. Letty Lie, Kathy Lobo, Licille ~1icka"'*, 

Lynette Nimtz, Louise Rokos, Marge Ross, Ginger 

Simek, and Louise Ziegler. 

The speakers are, of course the meat of any convention. 

These included the follwinQ, in addition to those listed 

above, the following, with an asterisk indicating a speaker 

from outside Minnesota: 

Eugene Aksamit, Rev . George Alexe*, John Alleman*, 

Astra A psi tis, Scharlott Goettsch Blevins*, Stanley 

Brescoll Jr. *, Helene Cincebeaux *, Donna Cuillard*, 

Fav Dearden Arlene Eakle* Patricia Eames*, Thomas 
• I ' 

Edlund*, JnnQard Hein EllioQson'!<, tv1argaret Freeman*, 

Duncan Gardiner*, John Ger;tmano (England), Georgia 

Haidos, \\'alter Hanchett*, Karen Hobbs*, Nina Jejel, 

Bruce Kahn*, James Karigan, Father Alfom, Kul--at. 

Stephen Kymlicka*, Edward Langer"', Brian Lenius". 
Dallas Lindgren, Glen Linscheid, Christopher 

Miksanek, John Movius*, Beth Mullinax, John 

Radzilowski, Timo Riippa, La Vern Rippley. James 
Sazevich. Milan Sismis (Slovakia). Acdine Sopa". 
Vladislav Soshnikov (Russia). Theofanis Stavrou. 
Andris Straumanis, Robert Weiss*, William \\'righl. 

and Jan Zaleski•. 

t-.1anuscripts were prepared by the following experts whn 

could not come (with the reader listed in parentheses): 
Hyman Berman (Bill Wolpert), Adam Eterovich (Al 
Oster), Harry Gutkin (Bill Wolpert), Lawrence 

Klippenstein (Glen Linscheid), Judith Reid (Pat Eames). 

and David Zincavage (Leo Hobbs). 

:\1yron Gruenwald prepared a video tape especially for the 
conwntion, and Miriam Weiner donated one of hers. A 

video tape of a presentation by Arthur Kurzwcil was also 

shown. 

The book sales room is also a key part of a good 

~onvention. We appreciate the presence of the flilhm tng 

vendors, with those donating prizes asterisked (this Ii t m:ty 

be incomplete): 
Bohemian Traders, Creative Memories Consultant" 

(Lynne Cooke), Czechoslovak Genealogical Society". 

Family Tree Press. Arlene Eakle, European Focus 

Photography•, Gennanic Genealogy Society*. :\tonha ·i. 

Inc., Park Genealogical Book Co.•, Rusin Association" , 

Michael Stoyanov (Bulgarian icon artist), and Simply 

Genealogy*. 

Prizes were also donated by: 
the Immigrant Genealogical Society, the Polish 
Genealogical Society of Wisconsin, the Ukrainian 

Genealogical and Historical Society of Canada, and Bob 

Paulson on behalf of the German-Bohemian Heritage 

Society. 

The staff and volunteers at the following rl!source centers 

made the browsing tour a success: 
Borchert Map Library, Concordia College (Germanic 

Collection), Immigration History Research Center. 

Minnesota Genealogical Society Library (Czechoslo,·ak. 

Finnish, and Polish Collections), and Minnesota 

Historical Society Research Centers. 
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[I MEETINGS I[ 

Th:: Gasthof zur Gemiitlichkeit pro,·ided a Saturday-e\'ening 

cthni.:- dinner. with ethnic entertainment by the 

Cz::.:-hn~ll),·ak Dancers (with a costume parade), Blanche 

l-: r1'c-:hd; (Polish bagpiper) , the Polish Dolina Dancers, and 

ih:: Squires (the Gasthof s polka band). 

.-\ ch ·::r1iscrs who pro\'ided funding and information included: 

Family Tree Press (Fay Dearden: German 

puhli.:-ations). Felix Game (Austrian and Hungarian 

fcnealogy and Hungarian and German translations), 

Gcn::alogical Publishing Co .. Germanic Genealogical 

So.:-it:ty (Germanic genealogical guide), 

Hungarian/American Friendship Society (Douglas 

Holmes; Slo\'ak and Hungarian genealogy), Gordon 

\1cDaniel (Sla\'ic genealogy and translations), Die 

Pom111crschm Lcu1c (\tyron Gruenwald), and Routes to 

Roots (\!iriam Weiner; Jewish research in l!kraine, 

\!olclo,·a, Belarus. Poland, and Lithuania). 

h: the encl? ~ o. ~1any genealogical societies. newspapers, 

cthni • .:-hur .:-hes. and synagogues publicized the convention. 

as <l1cl oth::r in. ti,utions. 

Ii'\\ e missed any others who contributed to the con\'ention. 

ple:i. ·e let us know. Thanks to you all! 

Presentations Included in the 
1996 FEEFHS Convention Syllabus 

The 261-page 1996 Con\'ention Syllabus compiled by 

FEEFHS 2nd \'ice president Thomas A. Peters contains 

information of \'arying lengths about the presentations as 

li:-ted helow. Titles are given as listed in the Syllabus, e\'en 

thnugh they differ somewhat from those in the printed 

program in many cases. They are listed in the order in 

\,·hi.:-h the appear in the syllabus, not in alphabetical order. 

The page numbers indicated do not appear on the actual 

pages. We recommend that you take the time to number the 

pages yourself (carefully!) in order to make best use of the 

Table of Contents below, but be aware that some copies of 

the Syllabus contain pages in a slightly different order. 

Since the Syllabus had to be prepared under severe deadline 

pressure, and because of the late receipt of material from 

many speakers. at least some copies of the syllabus do not 

Ii~! all the material pertaining to a particular talk on 

consc.:-utive pages. .\1aterial kno\,n to appear in two or 

thr::e locations has been asterisked. 

FEEFHS. 4:2-3 (October 1996), p. 20 

Apart from the presentation outlines. summaries, and 

handouts, there are 14 pages of biographic material 

including the postal or e-mail address of all speakers 

(including those who did not submit other information for 

the syllabus), with the exception of our British guest 

speaker, John Gerstmann, who ,,·as a late addition lo the 

program. The last 8 pages are devoted to a list of FEEFHS 

member societies, with addresses 

Copies of the Syllabus are still available, and can he 

ordered from FEEFHS, P.O. Box 510898. Salt Lake City. 

UT 84151-0898, for USS 14.95, postpaid. 

2-15 

I 6-7 

I 8-24 

26-9 

"A Message from Your President," by John D. 

Movius 

Speaker Biographies 

"Slovenian Research: A Case Study Using 

American and Slovenian Sources, " by 

Donna (Debevec) Cuillard 

"Slovenian Research -- Sources in the U.S . and 

Slovenia," by Donna (Debevec) Cuillard 

"Researching Christian and Jewish Ancestors from 

Lithuania, " by Bruce E. Kahn and Helene 

Cincebeaux 

"Beginning Genealogy I and II, " by Beth L. 

Mullinax 

30-3 "Farmers, Farriers. and Footsoldiers: Austria's 

34-7 

38-40 

41-55 

56-7 

58-62 

63-4 

65-8 

69-73 

74-85 

85-7 

Army of Peasants: Military Service and \\'ar as 

a Cause of Emigration, " by Karen Hobbs 

"Austria at War. 1866," by Karen Hobbs 

"Passport and Citizenship, " by Georgia S. Haidos 

"Beginning the Search," by Donna Devenec 

Cuillard 

"Beginning Research for Croatia and Sla,·onia." by 
Thomas K. Edlund 

"German and Czech Emigration from 

Landskron/Lanskroun, Bohemia to the 

Midwest," by Edward G . Langer 

"Surfing the World Wide Web for Central and East 

European Genealogy," by John D. Movius 

"Lemko Genealogy: Case Studies Emphasizing 

Procedures & Pitfalls, " by Thomas A. Peters 

"Finding Your Ancestors· Towns and the Towns in 

Their Vicinity - Outline, References, and 

Example," by Robert Weiss [pages 71-72 may 
be missing from some copies] 

"A Guide to Croatian Genealogy," by Adam S. 
Eterovich 

"Slovak and Czech Genealogical Research in the 

United States: The Basics," by Duncan B. 
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Gardiner 
SS-93 "Baltic Germans; the Persistent Pioneers, " by 

Myron E. Gruenwald 

9-1-100 "Polish Communities in Minnesota and the 
Dakotas," by John Radz.ilowski 

101-2 "Oskar Haleck.i' s Essay 'On the Origins of Nobility 
and Heraldry in Lithuania,· " by David 

Zincavage 

103 "Informal Discussion about Founding New 
Genealogy Groups, " by Edward R. Brandt, 

John D. Movius, et al. 

10-1-6 "Slo\'ak and Czech Genealogical Research: Beyond 
the Basics," by Duncan [B.] Gardiner 

107-9 "Reseracbing the People from 'No Man's Land' : 

The Carpatho-Rusyns of Austria-Hungary," by 

Thomas A. Peters 

I 10-2 "Tracing Your Carpatho-Rusyn Ancestry," by 

Thomas A. Peters 

113--1 "Genealogical Research at the National Archi\'es," 

[by Patricia A. Eames] 
115-28,. "Genealogical Research at the Library of 

Congress, " [by Judith Prowse Reid, continued 

on page 211] 

1~9 "Introduction to Genealogy and the Internet," by 

Stephen KymJicka 

130-1 "Slo\'ak Surnames: What They Can Tell a Family 

Historian , " by Milan Sismis 

132 "Slo\'akia -- Past to the Present .. . Find Your 

Village -- Find Your Family, " by Helene 

Cincebeaux 

133 "Ac.h'anced Genealogy and the Internet, " by Bruce 

Kahn and Stephen KymJ icka 
13-1-7 "Amlyzing Your Records / Evaluating the 

E\'idence," by Scharlott Goettsch Blevins 

[includes "History of the Calendar"] 

l 38 Die Ah11e11strammJ.:a11ei des Deutsche11 \lolkes ," by 

Thomas K. Edlund 

139-40 "In Search of Ourselves: The History and 

Genealogy of Jews in Western Canada," by 

Harry Gutkin 

1-11--1 "\\'hy Didn't I Find My Ancestor's Naturalization?" 

by Thomas A. Peters 
1-15-8 "Deciphering Gothic Records, " by Fay Dearden 

1-19-52 "Internet Resources for Jewish Genealogy," by 

Bruce E. Kahn 

153-5 "German, Czech, and Slovak Immigration to 

Bukovina and Volhynia," by Irmgard Hein 

Ellingson 
156-7 "The Family History Library and Its Centers: How 

to Access That • ~fountain of Records,' " by 

Patricia Lowe 

158-160* "Soc.Genealogy German and Other USENET 

Newsgroups," by John D. Movius 
I 61-4 * "Obtaining Documents from East European 

Archives for Jewish Genealogy, " by Robert 
Weiss 

165-6 "What Non-Jews Can Learn from Jewish 

Genealogists," by Bruce E. Kahn 
167-8 "Family History in Slovakia: State and 

Perspectives, " by Milan Sismis 

169 "Mora\'ia & the Moravian Peoples. " by Hdcnc 

Cincebeaux 
170-2* "Routes to Roots: Rediscovering Jewish Poland and 

Ukraine (A Time to Gather Stones Together)." 

173 

177-9 .. 

180-t 

182 

187-93 .. 

194-9 
.. 

200-2 

203-4 

205 

206-8 

209-10 

211-19* 

[by Miriam Weiner] 
How to Trace Your Jewish Roots: A Journey with 

Arthur Kurzweil," by Arthur Kurzweil 

"Researching the Galizien Germans, " by Brian J. 

Lenius 
"The FEEFHS Web Site < http://feefhs.org >: 

Past, Present and Future," by John D. Mo\'ius 
"Benefits of Village Research in Your Personal 

Search for Ancestors, " by Margaret Aman 

Freeman 
"Soc.Genealogy.Slavic and GEN-SLAVIC. " by 

Stephen KymJicka and John D. ~1o\'ius 

"Multi-ethnic Research in Galicia, " by Brian J. 

Lenius 
"Identifying Ancestral Villages through Tsarist 

Personal Documents for Peasants: 

Examples from Research on Early 
Twentieth Century Ukrainian Immigrants." 

by Walter S. Hanchett 

"The Use of Eastern-European Fonts and their 

Application in Genealogical Applications." by 

Chris Miksanek 
• A Survey of Archives for Americans of Eastern 

European Descent -- Where Genealogical 

Information Can be Found in North America." 

by George Soldatow 

"Schleswig-Holstein Germany Research," by 

Scbarlott Goettsch Blevins 

"The Russian Lutheran Church: Origins and 

History," by Thomas K. Edlund 

"If You're Searching Your Belorussian Roots, 

Don't Give Up,· by Linda Fournier 

"Austria-Hungary: Research Sources, Geography. 

History," by Duncan B. Gardiner 

"Genealogical Research at the Library of 

Congress, · [by Judith Prowse Reid, continued 

FEEFHS, 4:2-3 (October I 996). p. 21 
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II MEETINGS I RESEARCH II 

from page 128] 

2'20-2 "Tra~ing Germans and Dutch ~knnonites in the 

Area of lnterwar Poland. \'olhynia and the 

Vistula Nogat Delta," by 

Edward R. Brandt and 

Brian J. Lenius 

223-6 "How to Obtain WW II Aerial Photographs of Your 

Ancestral Villages,· by Bruce E. Kahn 

'227 "Leaming Experiences gained from Searching for a 

Ukrainian Ancestral Home of an 'Irish· 

~eighbor." by \\'alter S. Hanchett [ full text 

appears elsewhere in this issue] 

22S-29 ":'-.1ennonite ~1ix: New World and Old, · by Glen 

Linscheid 

230-3 "The Struggle for the Heart of Europe: Conflicts 

That Shaped the Lives of Our Czech and Slovak 

Ancestors," by Steven G. Potach 

'23-4-6 "Kaszuby and the Kaszubians -- An O,·er\'iew." by 

Adeline ~1. Copa/Sopa 

237--40 "Czechoslo,·ak Genealogical Society International 

Library Resources.· [by Eugene M. Aksamit 

and Paul ~1akousky] 

2-41--4 "Polish Settlements in Wisconsin." by .-\de line M. 

Sopa 

'2-45-S "Obtaining Genealogical Information from Russian 

and Ckrainian Archi\'eS - Sources and Practical 

Experience in the Archi\'es, • by Vladislav E. 

Soshnikov 

2-49 "Genetic Genealogy.• by Helene Cincebeaux 

'250--4 "Cyrillic Before and After Re\'olution, • by ~ina F. 

Jejel 

'255-61 FEEFHS M:mber Organiz.ations 

Updated addresses of German 
Genealogical Societies Concerned with 

Researching Germans from East of 
Present-day Germany and Austria and 

Related Information 

by Rainer Zielke and Ed Brandt 

Herc is an updated list of the heads and addresses of the 

nrious research centers of the Arbeitsgemeinschaft 

ostdeutscher Familienforscher e. V. (AGoFF), the principal 

G::rman Genealogical society for researching German­

speaking ancestors from areas east of present-day Germany 

and Austria: 

FEEFHS, 4:2-3 (O:tober 1996), p. 22 

Danube Swabians (Donauschwaben): Dr. Martin 

Arrngart, Graitengraben 31 , D-45316 Essen 

Galicia and BukoYina (Galizien and Bukowina): 

Manfred Daum, Haferkamp 25, D-29525 Ulzen 

Central Poland (formerly Congress Poland or Russian 

Poland) and \'olhynia (Mittelpolen und Wolhynien): 

Heinz Ulbrich, Sperberweg 6. Postfach 1039, D-92661 

Altenstadt 

East Brandenburg, including the Newnark 

(Ostbrandenburg-Neumark): Rita Sydow, Veilchenweg 

12, Hundsmuhlen , D-26203 Wardenburg 

Pomerania (Pommem) : Elmar Bruhn, Lohkamp 13, 

D-221 I 7 Hamburg 

Posen (Posen): Hilde Mimer, Oppenheimer Str. 50. D-

60594 Frankfurt/Main 

East Netze Area (Netzeland Ost; Polish territory during 

the interwar period, extending as far east as Bydgoszcz. 

formerly Bromberg): Otto Firchau, Nachtigallenwcg 6, 

D-32105 Bad Salzuflen 

Fonner Russian Empire (except fo r areas lisk<l 

elsewhere) (Rul3landdeutsche) : position currently 

\'acant, following the death of Dr. Paul Edd. 

Silesia (Schlesien): Neithard van Stein, Talstr. 3, D-

31707 Bad Eilsen 

Fonner Magistracy of Glatz (south-central Silesia) 
(F gr. Graf schaft Glatz) 

Fonner Magistracy of Lauban County (southwestern 

Silesia) (Fgr. Kreis Lauban): Kurt !v1ichael Beckert, 
Kiefelborn 13, D-38154 Konigslutter 

Sudeten Area (now Czech Republic) (Sudetenland): 

Oswald Frotschl, Meraner Str. 5, D-86316 

F riedberg/Bayern 

Southeastern Europe (Siidosteuropa): Dr. t-.1artin 

Armgart, Graitengraben 31, D-45326 Essen 

All addresses above and below are in Germany. The prop::r 

address would have the following after the name of the 

individual) : Leiter, Forschungsstelle (German name of the 
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~,~J in question) der A Go FF. 

Otha or!!aniz.ations that pro\'ide similar information 

1> i1hrc:~pe.:1 to their rcspecti ,·e areas of interest include: 

8Jllic Countries: (Deutsch-Baltische Genealogische 

Gesdlschaft e. V., Herdweg 79, D-64285 Darmstadt 

East and \\"est Prussia, including Danzig: Verein fur 

Familienforschung in Ost- und Westpreussen e.V., 

Reinhard Wenzel, Geschaftsruhrer, Ander Leegde 23, 

D-29223 Cdle 

Sudeten Area: Vereinigung Sudetendeutscher 

Familienforscher and Sudetendeutsches Genealogisches 

Archiv, (both) Lore Schretzenmayr, Erikaweg 58, D-

93053 Regensburg 

Thes-:! people are technically amateur genealogists. but rank 

\11th the best in terms of their knowledge. They do not 

un<lcrtake indi\'idual research requests, but will respond to 

y11ur sueries by sending you the information available in 

their massive files fo r the surnames and areas you are 

r:;~:ir.:hing. It is up to you to take it from there. 

This immense collection o f information is a labor of love. 

Thoe" individuals generally do not charge any fees, but do 

r:ljUc:st reimbursement for xeroxing and postage. They are. 

h11\1c,·er. very grateful for contributions to further their 

rc~e:m::h. It is suggested that you make a generous 

<lonation. 

S11mc know English; others do not. Therefore, you should 

11 ntc in German, unless you know that the particular 

rcscar.:h volunteer you are writing to has a good knowledge 

ot English. 

The most knowledgeable person as to the whereabouts of 

known parish registers in the former executive director of 

AGoFF. Heike Brachwitz, Genealogischer Computerdienst, 

.-\m ~liihlenhop 5, D-26180 Rastede. She is fluent in 

English and will respond to queries of this nature for a fee. 

Funhermore, the Deutsche Zentralstelle fur Genealogie, the 

largest genealogical repository in Germany, with extensive 

holdings for East European Germans, has moved. Its new 

address and telephone number are: 

Deutsche Zc!ntralstelle fur Genealogie 

Sachs1sches St.aatsarchiv Leipzig 
Shongauer Str. I 

D-04329 Leipzig 

Telephone (from the U.S.): 

Most of the above addresses come from the Rargeber '95: 

Fa111ilie11forschu11g Miuel- und Osreuropa, by Irina and 

Rainer Zielke, available from Germany's leading 

genealogical publisher, Verlag Degener & Co., Postfach 

1230, D-9113 Neustadt/Aisch, for D~i 43,80, including 

postage. Payment in German marks is required bc:-:ause of 

the high bank fees in cashing checks in foreign currc:n.:ics. 

(\\'hen it comes to numbers, the Germans use a comma 

where we use a period and vice \'ersa. Thus the abo,·e 

price is really 43 marks and 80 pfennigs.) 

You can obtain checks in German marks from Ruesch 

International, 700 • 11th St., N. W., Washington. DC 

20001-4507, for a service fee of S2, by calling (S00) 

2923. 

The Rargeber includes an extensive list of private 

researchers in many countries. which makes it \'alual:ile e\·en 

for genealogists who do not know German. 

Furthermore, it includes articles by experts from Germany, 

the L:nited States, Poland, Russia. Austria, Canada. 

Switzerland, and Ukraine. It is. therefore, the first major 

example of such a book based on coopaation by spel·ialists 

from many countries on both sides of the Atlantic . 

Incidentally, it also publicizes FEEFHS , based on our first 

Nell·slerrer. The articles provide considerable detail about 

many AGoFF research centers. as well as alternative 

sources of information. 

The Verlag Degener & Co. has also recently published the 

second English-language edition of its Genealogical Guide 

ro Gennan Ancesrors from (historic) Easr Gennan_,· and 

Easrem Europe, as well as the fourth edition of the 

German-language guide generally known as the AGoFF­

Wegweiser. This contains a much larger number of 

addresses of German organizations helpful for gc:nealogical 

research than the Rargeber, but it does not contain nearly as 

many addresses of genealogists from other countries, nor as 

much detail on various subjects. 

This AGoFF guide is available for OM 39,80 plus shipping 

charges. 

FEEFHS, 4:2-3 (October 1996), p. 23 
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Richard Patrick 's Sla\'ic Roots and the 
Story of Two Ukrainian Villages and a 

Nearby Small City 

by \Valter S. Hanchett 

/Tiit? jollo\\·ing is a con-ecied 1·ersio11 of an a11icle that first 

appeared in Heritage Quest ~fagarine 110. 63 (May/June 

1996). Ti1is material was also presented by Dr. Ha11che11 at 

the FEEFHS co1/\'e111io11 in Minneapolis. /meresred readers 

should also see rhe original Heritage Quest 1·ersio11 for some 

interesting photographs, 1,-hic/1, u11fo11u11arely, 1,·e are 

unable ro reproduce here.} 

It began with a phone call from Richanna Patrick, who lives 

in Cortland. New York. as I do. She wanted to know if I 

would be willinr to look at her family's old photograph 

:ilbum. Some or· the pictures, she said. were from a trip 

taken to the So\'iet Union in 1959 by her grandfather. 

Richard p:itrick. and his wife, }.fary. to visit his "home 

,·illare. • Th::r:: were some notes on the back in what 

Ri:h:nna thciu~ht as Russian or Ukrainian. Might I use 

,, h:11 knowl::d;e I did have of these 13nguages to translate 

th:: notcs. E,·~n-more important, Richanna wanted to find 

llUI where the ,·illare was localed, partly out of curiosity 

:.inc.I partly ou1 of the hope of visiting ii some day. 

"Patrick" and a "home village· in the Soviet Union seemed 

:in unlikdy pairing. Howe,·er. \\hen I looked at the 

photographs. scenes of Soviet cities certainly did place 

Rii:hard and ~1ary Patrick in the USSR during their 1959 

trip. Photos given to the Patricks by relatives whom they 

,·,sited on the trip had identifying notes. sometimes in 

Ru~s,an, somdim::s in Ukrainian. So perhaps he was Slavic 

despite 1he Irish-sounding name! 

I will describe here the procedures employed to find basic 

data on Richard Patrick and the locality from which he had 

emigrated over eighty years ago. Perhaps others may find 

them usdul in trying to locate home villages in the fonner 

Soviet Union and to learn more about their anctstors who 

came: from there. 

So far as we knew at the start of the search, when Richard 

Patrick died a quarter-century ago, he left no documtntary 

record of his birthplace, only oral accounts of his origins 

and snapshots of the visil in 1959 to 1he land of his youth. 

He: had marritd after emigrating to the United States. 

FEEFHS, 4:2-3 (October 1996), p. 24 

Thourh his widow is still li\'ing in Cortland. she: was not 

from ~he locality of his birth, was Polish in ethnic 

back2round, and had lit1le direct knowledge of his early 

year; Now in her 90's, she also had difficulty 

remembering. 

~aturalization records. often a fruitful source:! of the kind of 

data we \\'er<! seeking. pro,·ed una\'ailable. Richard Patri;:k 

had servc:d with the U. S. Anny during World War I, but 

federal census records in 1920 sill listed him as an alien. 
Since:! we had various reasons to think he did hold 

citizenship later in life , we could only postulate he had 

completed the naturalization process after ieaving the sen ,~·e 

and after being enumerated in th<! census of January 1920. 

Amendments to the naturalization law on May 9, 1918. 

made it easier for an alien \'eteran than a non-veteran to 

obtain citizenship, but did require completion of a Pc:tition 

for l\aturalization and appearance before a federal court in 

order to receive a Certificate of Naturalization. Those 

documents could be very useful to us. But where could we 

find them? The law stated an alien veteran could m<!et these 

requi rem<!nts at any place he chose, without prior rc:sidc:n~e. 

To our great regret, Richard Patrick had not chosc:n 

Cortland. His name does not appear in the local 

naluraliz.ation records. A later inquiry to the Immigration 

and Naturalization Service in Washington drew the replay 

that the desired records could not be found in the sc:r,ii:e • s 

archives. 

In search of information from the marriage records , 

Richanna wrote Sc:!\'<!ral times to the church in \\'c:st \\'arr::n. 

t\1assachusetts. where she knew her grandparents \\'ere 

married in late 1919 , but received no answer. 

Thus, the data base as we began our pursuit of a Sla\'lc 

Richard Patrick was very slim. All we had was an obituary 

for Richard from the local newspaper, the Con/and 

Standard, of 28 January 1970, family stories recounted over 

the years to Richanna by her grandparents and parents, and 

the family photograph album, which included pictures of the 

1959 trip. There was also an accompanying envelope of 

obituary clippings and memorial cards from funeral homes. 

Finally, we could ask Mary Patrick questions about that trip 

to help in tracking down the locality, but she was able to 

give only limited help. 

Later, Richard and mary's passport for lht! I 959 trip, with 

its record of the Soviet visa, ,vas found . Also some of 

Richard's military records were located, a rdative in 
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Massachusetts supplied a copy of the desired marriage 

record, and I found an entry for the Patricks in the 1920 

federal census for Seymour, Connecticut, when I checked 

various northeastern states, using the Soundex system 

(phonetically coded indexes). But for the first months of the 

search, we had none of these. Had we had access 

especially to the visa at the beginning of the project, it 

would have been much easier to locate the village. The 

passport· s emergence and other late "finds" did provide 

information confirming and supplementing some of the data 

discovered earlier by intensive "digging." That "digging" 

had, however, produced much information which the 

passport and visa record and other late "finds" could not by 

thc:msdves supply, so the labor was far from wasted. 

What follows is a report about what I did to fill in gaps in 

our knowledge, noting also some of the false steps along the 

way. As research progressed, interest grew in trying to find 

out more about the geographic an historic aspects of the 

area from which Richard patrick had emigrated. His 

granddaughter and I wanted also to learn what had happened 

to that former homeland between the time Richard left it 

and when he returned there to visit in 1959. 

Richard was said to be Ukrainian, but we had nothing 

definite. And that Irish name! Notes in Russian and 

Ukrainian on the back of several photos soon took us a big 

step fo r-vard. Richard was known by his relatives in the 

"old country" as Demyan (sometimes Damyan) . Next, in 

going through the envelope of obituary clippings and 

memorial cards, there turned up items on various Patricks, 

Mazurs (Mary' s family) , and other relatives and friends 

wdl known to Richanna. There was also a card from a 

funeral home in Lawrence, Massachusetts, for the burial 

st!rvict! in July 1974 of a Christopher Petruck. Pencilled on 

it, probably by Mary Patrick, was the word "cousin." 

Petruck ... Pet ruck ... ?? Patrick. They both have two 

syllables, and thinking about it, the sound of the two names 

is not all that different. It dido 't take much to hypothesize 

that our Richard Patrick might have been known originally 

as Demyan Petruck. That certainly fitted in much better 

with an origin in the Russian Empire than did Patrick. 

Soon we were virtually certain that Patrick was the name 

imposed or chosen after Demyan' s arrival in the United 

States. Later in the research, the hypothesis was confirmed: 

the Soviet authorities in granting the visa for the 1959 visit 

specified in Russian that it was issued to Mary Patrick and 

to "Demyan Dan.ilovich Patrick (Petruk)." The slight 

difference in spelling between Christopher's and Demyan's 

last names is unimportant. (Demyan's middle name, 

"Danilovich," is a patronymic, indicating that Demyan's 

father's first name was Dani!.) 

The mystery of a Slavic Patrick family was solved! But in 

the early states of the research we still had no idea where 

the home village might be. Even if Richard Patrick was 

Ukrainian, where in the large area densely populated by 

Ukrainians was he from? Or might he have come from one 

of the many other places within the Russian Empire to 

which persons from Ukrainian lands had migrated over the 

centuries? 

The Cortland Standard obituary, compiled from Patrick 

family information, gave Richard's birth date as October 5, 

1897, and place of birth as "Mexnovw, Russia. " The 

village name, I thought, might be an attempt at phonetic 

spelling, or it could be a Polish variant, supplied to the 

newspaper by Mary, his widow. In any case, to locate a 

place as small as a village, I would probably need a Russian 

or Ukrainian map with place names in the Cyrillic alphabet. 

When I sounded out "Mexnovw," I came up with the guess 

that in the Cyrillic alphabet it might be MRXHOB. Then 

help came from the family photograph album. Two of the 

pictures linked to the 1959 trip had wonderfully useful 

inscriptions on the backs. One photograph was of two 

women whom Mary Patrick had at that time identified on 

the front as "Dick's family - nieces in Russia." A note on 

the back conveyed good wished to uncle and aunt "from 

nieces in MHXHOB. The guess bad become fact. The 

inscription was in Ukrainian except for the place name, 

which turned out to be in Russian. The Ukrainian spelling 

of the village name is, in transliteration, Mikhniv, so close 

to the Russian that the two variants are probably used 

interchangeably. The second picture was identified on the 

front by Mary patrick as "Dick's niece and hc:r husband. " 

On the back, a note in Russian gave the locale of the photo 

as the village of JIKJTapKa. (This place name is the same 

in both Russian and Ukrainian. It can be transliterated as 

either Lyutarka or Liutarka; I will use the former here.) So 

now I had the cyrillic spelling of two villages, quite possibly 

in proximity to each other, that were linked with Richard 

Patrick. 

There also were snapshots of the Polish passenger inc:r 

Batory, accompanied by note "7/13/79 Boat we took to 

Europe.· Along with these were several pictures of the 

Soviet city Brest, including a hotel and the customs house. 

Brest is on the border between Poland and what in 1959 was 

the Soviet Union's Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic 

(today it is the independent state of Belarus). Brest was the 

FEEFHS, 4:2-3 (October 1996), p. 25 
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entry point generally used for train travel from Warsaw into 
what \1,,·as then the Soviet Union. So now we had the 

probably beginning point for the route the Patricks took in 

the USSR. Mary Patrick recalled they had gone most of the 

way by train to the area in which here husband had been 

born. Tracing on a fairly detailed Soviet map the train lines 

from Brest, I found to the mortheasl, in the Byelorussian 

SSR, the village of Mikhnovichi. This was close to the 

name ~ing sought. Might ii be a Byelorussian variant 

spelling? After pursuing that possibility for some time by 

looking al specialized works on Byelorussia and its 
language, I ~came increasingly doubtful. Also, no village 

named Lyutarka was anywhere around the Byelorussian 

M ikhnovichi. 

Mary told Richanna she recalled the name of another city, 

whether from having travelled through it no the trip of just 

that is was in the general area of Richard's village, we 

couldn ·1 be certain. This city was Lvov (transliteration of 

the Russian spelling: in transliteration from Ukrainian: 

Lviv). Praise be, Richanna ·s pronunciation of the name was 

good enough - and it is not easy for a native English 

sp~ker 10 pronounce -- that I could immediately recognize 

it as the major city in the western part of what was in l 959 

the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic (Ukrainian SSR) and 

now is the independent state, Ukraine. However, a check 

of the index accompanying a recent detailed Soviet map of 

Lvov oblast (province) proved a disappointment. No 

Mikhnov. no Lyutarka! 

Another snapshot and several postcards in the album showed 

that Mary and Richard had been in the capital of the 

Ukrainian Republic; Kiev (Kyiv in transliteration from the 

Uk.r-c1inian spelling; Kiev will be used here because most 

readers are more familiar with that spelling), and left the 

Soviet Union from the airport there. The search was indeed 

narrowing down to Ukraine. That is considerable 

narrowing from the whole Soviet Union, but it still left an 

area larger than the size of France in which to bunt. 

According to the Patrick family accounts, Richard Patrick 

had migrated to the United States in 1913. Theo, the family 

said, be had served as a "wagoner• during World War I in 

the U. S. Army's First Division, 16th Infantry (confirmed 

when his Certificate of Honorable Discharge turned up 

later.) After being demobilized, be lived and worked in 

West Warren, Massachusetts, where in November 1919 he 

married Mary Mazur. (The 1920 federal census showed he 

soon moved lo Seymour, Connecticut, where he worked as 

a laborer in a brass mill.) Ricbanna said her grandparents 

FEEFHS, 4:2-3 (October 1996), p. 26 

had moved to Cortland in 1924. Cortland had as many a 

four to five hundred Ukrainian immigrants in the years 

before World War I and after. Might Richard have decided 

to come to Cortland because he had friends from the village 

of his birth living int his central New York city? Since 

almost all of Cortland' s Ukrainians originally came from the 

southern part of the Kiev gubern.ia (province), the next step 

was to look for Mikhnov and Lyutarka in that area. But my 

collection of regional maps showed no Mikhnov, no 

Lyutarka! Clearly, I was gaining experience in finding 

where these villages were NOT. That has some usefulness, 

but it does not provide real satisfaction! 

The first really big breakthrough occurred during a holiday 

stay in Washington, DC, which gave me a chance to use the 

extensive resources and expert staff of the Geography and 

Map Reading Room in the Library of Congress. The staff 

member I consulted suggested seeing if we could find the 

villages listed in the multi-volume reference work Official 

Standard Names, a resource I had not known about. The! 

second (the most recent) edition of this work was compiled 

in 1970 by the Geographic Names Division of the United 

States Army Topographic Command for the United States 

Board on Geographic Names. Gathered together in this 

publication are place names being used at that time in 

official publications and maps throughout the world, 

together with location by latitude and longitude. Not c!Vc!ry 

small spot on the face of the earth is included, but 

surprisingly many are. Later, in the Map Room of Cornell 

University's Olin Library, I found another set of this work. 

(11 probably can be found in a number of major research 

university libraries. Recently the publishing from 

Avotaynu, Inc. of Teaneck, NJ, has produc~d a microfiche! 

with a consolidated listing from Official Standard Names of 

entries for Austria, Bulgaria. Byelorussia, Czechoslovakia, 

Estonia, Germany, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldavia, 

Poland, Romania, and Yugoslavia. ) The large multi-volume! 

bound set is subdivided into countries. Place names from 

the Soviet Union appear in seven volumes subtitled 

"Gazetteer no. 42 -- the U.S .S.R." The names are given 

alphabetically in Roman transliteration from the Cyrillic 

Russian variant of the name. A transliteration table at the! 

front of the gazetteer helps if you know the correct Cyrillic 

spelling. Accurate transliteration is important. There 

would be little chance of finding Mikhnov if you began by 

looking for "Mexnovw." Gazetteer no. 32 does not list 

transliterations from other languages of the Soviet Union 

nor, ordinarily, does it lest earlier names for a place, only 

the one current at the time of publication. The latter 

limitation is not too serious for a village-hunter, because, in 



r RESEARCH I[ I 

rir;1 mootlls of the search, we had none of these. Had we had 

,1:cm especially to the visa at the beginning of the project, it 

11ould bave been much easier to locate the village. The 

passport's emergence and other late "finds" did provide 

miormation confirming and supplementing some of the data 

dis:01·ered earlier by intensive "digging ." That "digging" had, 

however. produced much information which the passport and 

11,a re~ord and other late "finds" could not by themselves 

supply, so the labor was far from wasted. 

\\ liat follows is a report about what I did to fi.11 in gaps in our 

knowledge, noting also some of the false steps along the way. 

As research progressed, interest grew in trying to find out 

more about the geographic an historic aspects of the area from 

11luch Richard patrick bad emigrated. His granddaughter and I 

11an1cd also to learn what had happened to that former 

homeland between the time Richard left it and when he 

rcrumc:<i there to visit in 1959. 

Richard was said to be Ukrainian, but we bad nothing definite. 

And that Irish name! Notes in Russian and Ukrainian on the 

back of severnl photos soon took us a big step forward. 

R1.:!1a rd was known by his relatives in the "old country" as 

Demyan (sometimes Damyan). Next, in going through the 

cn1·elope of obiruary clippings and memorial cards, there 

rumcd up items on various Patricks, Mazurs (Mary's family), 

and other rdatives and friends well knov.n to Richanna. There 

11as also a card from a funeral home in Lawrence. 

\lassachusetts, for the burial service in July 1974 of a 

Christopher Petruck. Pencilled on it, probably by Mary 

Patrick, was the word "cousin. " Pet ruck ... Pet ruck ... ?? 

Patrick. They both have two syllables, and thinking about it, 

the: sound of the two names is not all that different. It dido 't 

take much to hypothesize that our Richard Patrick might have 

been known originally as Demyan Petruck. 1l1at certainly 

filled in much better with an origin in the Russian Empire tban 

did Patrick. Soon we were virtually certain that Patrick was 

the name imposed or chosen after Demyan's arrival in the 

Uruted States. Later in the research, the hypothesis was 

coofinned: the Soviet authorities in granting the visa for the 

1959 visit specified in Russian that it was issued to Mary 

Patrick and to "Demyan Danilovich Patrick (Petruk)." The 

slight diff ereoce in spelling between Christopher's and 

Dcmyan's last names is unimportant. (Demyan's middle name, 

·oarulovich," is a patronymic, indicating that Demyan's 

father's first name was Danil.) 

The mystery of a Slavic Patrick family was solved! But in the 

early states of the research we still had no idea where the home 
1·illage might be. Even if Richard Patrick was Ukrainian, 

whc:re in the large area densely populated by Ukrainians was 

he from? Or micht he have come from one of the manv other - . 
places within the Russian Empire to which persons from 

Ukrainian lands had migrated over the centuries? 

The Conkmd Standard obituary, compiled from Patrick fanuly 

information, gave Richard's birth date as October 5, 189i, and 

place of birth as "Mexnovw, Russia.• The village name, I 

thought, might be an attempt at phonetic spelling, or it could be 

a Polish variant, supplied to the newspaper by ~fary, his 

widow. lo any case, to locate a place as small as a ,·illagc:. I 

would probably n~ a Russian or Ukrainian map with pla...:c: 

names in the Cyrillic alphabet. \\'hen I sounded out 

"Mexoovw," I came up with the guess that in the Cyrillic 

alphabet it might be MIIXHOB. Then help came from the family 

photograph album. Two of the pictures linkoo to the 1959 trip 

had wonderfully useful inscriptions on the backs. One 

photograph was of two women wbom ~fary Patrick had at that 

time identified on the front as "Dick's family -- nieces in 

Russia." A note on the back conveyed good wished to uncle 

and aunt "from nieces in Mnxnos. The guess had become 

fact. The inscription was in Ukrainian except for the place 

name, wluch turned out to be in Russian. The Ukrainian 

spelling of the village name is, in transliteration. ~1iklmi,·. ~o 

close to the Russian that the two variants are probably us.:J 

interchangeably. The s~ood picture was ideotifioo on the 

front by Mary patrick as ~Dick's niece and her husband." On 

the back, a note in Russian gave the locale of the photo as the 

village of Jhorap~a. (Th.is place name is the same in both 

Russian and Ukrainian. It can be transliterntoo as e1thc:r 

Lyutarka or Liutarka; I will use the former here.) So now I 

had the cyrillic spelling of two villages, quite possibly in 

proximity to each other, that were linked with Richard Patrick. 

There also were snapshots of the Polish passenger iner Ba100·. 

accompanied by note "7/13/79 Boat we took to Europe." 

Along with these were several pictures of the Sovic:t city Brest. 

including a hotel and the customs house. Brest is on the border 

between Poland and what in 1959 was the Soviet Union's 

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic (today it is the 

independent state of Belarus). Brest was the entry point 

generally used for train travel from Warsaw into what was then 

the Soviet Union. So now we had the probably beginning point 

for the route the Patricks took in the USSR. Mary Patri,k 

recalled they had gone most of the way by train to the area in 

which here husband had been born. Tracing on a fairly 

detailed Soviet map the train lines from Brest, I found to the 

mortheast, in the Byelorussian SSR. the village of 

Mikhnovichi. Th.is was close to the name being sought. ~tight 

it be a Byelorussian variant spelling? After pursuing that 

possibility for some time by looking at specialized works on 

B\'elorussia and its lan!!Uace, I became increasincl\' doubtful. 
,, - - -., 

FEEFHS, 4:2-3 (October 1996). p. 25 
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fou r to fiv:: hundred Ch2ini2:; :-::-_-:-.;~:-::::.::t!: ::1 ::::: ::::ars 
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rn:::rnber I consulted sugg-es:~ s-e,-::::g :f ·.::e .:c:;:c .-:r.d the 
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surprisingly many are. La:er. ::: :::: ~~a. ~co::1 of Corn:11 
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A\'otaynu, Inc. of Teane.:k. :-;J . b:?..S ?=-cc:.i.:t-i a m.i.:roiichc 

with a consolidated listing frc;:n O.:.;-7c:c: S:anc'crd S ames of 

entries for Austria . Bulg2ri::.. 3y:.c :--..:ss i::. . Cz:.:hoslo\·akia. 

Estonia, Germany, Hunpry. Llr\·:::.. :..: :;::.:.:rn.ia. ~1ol<lavia. 

Poland, Romania. and Yugosb\·i:. .) -:-::c brg:: multi-volume 

bound set is subdivided into .:c u.n·:ics. ? la.:: names from 

the Soviet Union appear in Se\·:n volumes subtitled 

"Gazetteer no. 42 -- the l ". S.S.R. • The names are gi\'en 

alphabetically in Rom:in ·r:mslitcr.Hico from the Cyrillic 

Russian variant of the n:.mc! . A tr.u1sliteration table at the 

front of the gazetteer hdps if y u know the correct Cyrillic 

spelling. Accurate transliteration is important. There 

\\'Ould be little chance of rinding ~fik.hnov if you began by 

looking for "Mt!xnovw. • Gazc:!ttcc:!r no. 32 does not list 

transliterations from other l:inguages of the! Soviet Union 

nor, ordinarily, does it lest e:irlier n:uncs for a place, only 

the one current at the time of publication. The latter 

limit:ition is uot too serious for :.1 vi!bge-hunter. because, in 
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my observation, village names have changed only 

mfrequently during the Soviet period; it becomes a greater 

difficulty in regard to the names of cities, which often have 

been renamed, sometimes several times or more. Nor can 

much be gained if the village has a popular name like 

"Ivanovka," for which there are six double-columned pages 

of entries -- about 380 places in all! 

To my great pleasure, both Mikhnov and Lyutarka appeared 

in volume four of Gazetteer no. 42. The respective 

coordinates indicated the villages were close to each other. 

Good! A code number after each entry placed the villages 

in Ukraine. Good! Regrettably, this otherwise highly 

useful reference work does not indicate the province (oblast) 

and district (raion; pronounced rye-ohn) within a republic. 

Nonetheless, I thought the search was over. Here are the 

coordinates of the two villages: 

Mikhnov 50 °04' north la~itude and 26°42' east 

longitude 

Lyutarka 50° 10' north latitude and 26°46' east 

longitude 

This meant I should look on a map for Mikhnov at the point 

where to degrees and 04 minutes latitude intersected with 26 

degrees and 42 minutes east longitude. And nearby I could 

look for LyuLJ\rka, so close to Mikhnov it probably would 

not even be necessary to use the coordinates. 

The li ~rarian brought out tens and tens of flat maps and 

atlases of Ukraine for me to search. As I looked at one 

after another, it became clear it was not going to be as easy 

as l had thought. A major problem was that most Soviet 

maps since about the time of World war II which are 

detailed enough to show the location of small villages and 

their connection with roads and railroads lack markings for 

latitude and longitude! It is not easy to know if you are 

truly near the coordinates or even have the right map. This 

may have been a result of Soviet concern for security; it 

certainly made it difficult to zero in on locations. Some 

other Soviet maps (especially those in Atlas SSSR of 1984) 

and most non-Soviet maps for larger regions in the western 

Soviet Union do have latitude and longitude lines, but do 

not show small villages. However, these relatively few 

maps with coordinates made it possible to determine roughly 

where Mikhnov and Lyutarka should be and what city was 

probably nearby: Izyaslav (l-bs:icnaB). Additional 

checking of Gazetteer no . 42 showed only one Izyaslav, 

sometimes given as Izyaslavl, existed in Ukraine at the time 

of publication or even in the entire former Soviet Union, 

providing another way, as will apparent further on in this 

account, to link Demyan Petruk's Mikhnov to this locality. 

However, at one point in the research, the process was 

complicated by finding that Izyaslav/Izyaslavl had for a long 

time been called Zaslav/Zaslavl, and that a city with this 

name, but "formerly lzyaslavl, • still exists about 15 miles 

northwest of Minsk in Belarus. 

The coordinates for Mikhnov and Lyutarka were close 

enough to the boundaries of three provinces to make 

difficult the decision about which province to focus on in 

the continuing search. This was the point at which data 

from the passport visa page would have been great to have, 

since the Soviet authorization for the Patricks' visit to 

Mikhnov also named the province. But without that help, it 

was a German map of the northern part of Ukraine which 

contained enough detail to offer hope. In scanning with a 

magnifying glass, I could see something that looked like 

"Mikhoov. • But its lines of longitude did not at all 

correspond to the ones I was seeking! Here I received a 

lesson in cartography from the reference librarians in the 

map room: some European cartographers use other 

meridians than Greenwich, England, as the base meridian 

for east/west placement. In this case, the base meridian was 

the island of Ferro (in Spanish: Hierro) in the Canary 

Islands. For such maps, it is necessary to add the rounded 

figure of 17 degrees and 40 minutes to Greenwich-based 

measurements of east longitude. So now Mikhnov should 

be found at 33 degrees and 22 minutes east (a degree 

consists of 60 minutes). And that is where the place I bad 

spotted with the magnifying glass was. But it was in a 

densely-packed mass of place names, the print so small and 

difficult to make out, that I had trouble feeling confident it 

was the sought-after village. And no Lyutarka! And still 

no clear indication about either the province or the district 

in which Mikhnov is located. Without this information, any 

further research about the village itself and the surrounding 

countryside would be difficult. I still had to find Lyutarka 

and markings for provincial and district boundaries. But 

which one of three possible provinces to investigate first? 

After some thought, I decided to look initially at all of the 

Library of Congress map holdings for Khmelnitskaya 

province. It dido 't take long: there were only four. The 

first three I examined showed Mikhnov and Izyaslav -- I 

was in the correct province - but no Lyutarka. I was 

determined to find both villages. On the fourth map, 

produced by the Soviet Union's Main Administration of 

Geodesy and Cartography and printed in Moscow in 1983 , 

both villages were plainly evident. The search was over! 

(In recent months, I have obtained a new topographic map 

of Khmelnitskaya oblast. This one, published in 1972 in 

FEEFHS, 4:2-3 (October 1996), p. 27 
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Kie\'. is part of a set of maps produced by the former Soviet 

Military Topographical Directorate. It provides coverage 
for the entire Ukraine, province by province. While it is 

wonderfullv detailed. includin!? Mikhnov and Lyutarka, it 

still lacks designation of latitudes and longitudes, even with 

2lasnost! Place names and explanations of symbols are in 

Russian. I purchased my copy from East View Publications 

in ~iinne:ipolis.) 

At the Library of Congress in December 1992, it was the 

l9S3 map that opened the door for wider research. The 

map sho,\-d Mikhnov to be approximately seven to eight 

miles southwest of the city of Izyaslav. Three to four miles 

northeast of that city is Lyutarka. As the crow flies , the 

distance between Mikhnov and Lyutarka is less than 10 

miles thouoh it is somewhat farther by highway. The 

entire, locality is indeed in Khmelnitskaya province -- the 

northern part - and within that province the locality is part 

of Izvaslavskii district, or raion. When indicating in his 

American passport that the village of Mikhnov was the 
intended destination of his travels, Richard Patrick included 

Izyaslavskii raion as part of the address. The city of 

lzyaslav is the administrative center of the raion. About 45 

to 50 miles to the south is the oblast capital , the city of 
Kbmelnitskii (on maps made in Germany, this may be given 

as Chmelnickij). 

A re, heck of Gazetteer no. 42 confirmed there were no 

other villages or towns by the exact name of Mikhnov in the 

Soviet Union. Almost certainly, this was the village the 

Patricks had visited in 1959, the village where two nieces 

had their snapshot taken, the home village of Demyan 

Danilovich Petruk. And only a few miles away was the 

viJlage of Lyutarka, where a niece and her husband had 

been pictured. 

Now I could return with a feeling of assurance to pursue the 
hunt for additional information about the locality of 

Mi.khnov/Izyaslav/Lyutarka. 

A surprising amount of information proved to be available 

in printed sources in Olin Library at nearby Cornell 

University about this part of Ukraine, thousands of miles 

away. Some particular sources are noted within the essay 

where relevant. Four general sources of importance are: 

Bolshaya Enrsiklopediya [Large Encyclopedia], 

copyrighted in St. Petersburg in 1896 and published in 

unspecified years in the last part of the 1890's and the first 

years of the 20th century. Various volumes. Useful for 

data about Izyaslav and Izyaslavskii "uezd • (a tsarist 

FEEFHS, 4:2-3 (October 1996), p. 28 

administrative-territorial unit approximately equivalent to 

county and pronounced oo-yezd) at the time when DemyaD 

Petruck was a boy in Mikhnov. (At that time the city and 
uezd were called Zaslav and Zaslavsk.ii.) In Russian. 

Bolshaya Soverskaya Emsiklopediya [Large Soviet 

Encyclopedia], first edition, published in Moscow from the 

late 1920's into the immediate post-World War II years. lD 

Russian. 

Emsiklopedicheskii Slovar [Encyclopedic Dictionary], i:n 

encyclopedia of 86 volumes, published in Russian in St. 

Petersburg and Leipzig by the firm of Brokgaus-Efron 

beginning in the 1980's. Popularly, this encyclopedia set is 

called "the Brokgaus-Efron." Various volumes from this set 

have been valuable in presenting information and maps on 
the pre-Soviet period . . 

lstoriya Mist i Sil Ukrainskoi RSR: Khmelnitska Oblasr 

[History of the cities and villaies of the Ukrainian SSR: 
Khmelnitskaya province], published in the Ukrainian 

language in Kiev in 1971 by the Institute of History of the 

Ukrainian Academy of Sciences. This is part of a 26-

volume set on the provinces of Ukraine. The specific 

volume provides an entire chapter on the Izyaslavskii 

district. Within the chapter are approximately seven pages 

on Mikhnov and several paragraphs on Lyutarka. 

This is what the various sources say about the two villages, 
the city of Izyaslav, and Izyaslavskii raion. 

The land surface in the central and northern Izyaslavskii 

district is a plain broken by hills. Many ponds, and at least 

one lake, along with brooks and small rivers are part of the 

landscape. All the soil is suitable for agriculture; mainly is 

the rich chemozem (black earth) . 

Mikhnov developed along the banks of the Goryn, a shallow 

stream which continues on to Izyaslav and then meanders 

over a hundred miles northward to joint the Pripet River. 

The latter flows east through marsh lands to its junction 

with the Dnieper (the major river of Ukraine) about 60 

miles north of Kiev . Near the point where the Pripet flows 

into the Dnieper is Chornobyl (Chernobyl in Russian), the 

area of the nuclear power station catastrophe in 1986. 

The first empire-wide census, taken in 1897 (incidentally, 

the year of Demyan Petruk's birth), puts lzyaslav's 

population at 12,611, with a preponderance of males (7055 

to 556 females), probably indicating that men came into th~ 

city to work while many of the women stayed in the 

countryside to farm. By 1926, the city's population had 

dropped to 11,707, almost certainly reflecting the losses 
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J.infitucle 
L:11tarka SO ~ JO' north latitude and 26°46' east 

l,mcitude 
Thi~ meant I should look on .a map for Mi.khnov at the point 

1\Jic:rc: 10 degrees and 04 minutes latitude intersected with 26 

dc:~rees and 42 minutes east longitude. And nearby I could 

lo;k for Lyutarka, so close to Mi.khnov it probably would not 

.:rcn be necessary to use the coordinates. 

The librarian brought out tens and tens of flat maps and atlases 

, uf Ukraine for me to search. As I looked at one after another, 

1 it became clear it was not going to be as easy as I had thought. 

,A major problem was that most So\'iet maps since about the 

mime of World war II which are detailed enough to show the 

Jllo:ation of small villages and their connection with roads and 

rrrlilroads lack markings for latitude and longitude! 1t is not 

crrlsy 10 know if you are truly near the coordinates or even ha\'e 

1i1he nght map. nus may have been a result of Soviet concern 

f.for sc:curity; it certainly made it difficult to zero in on 

loorations. Some other Soviet maps (especially those in Arias 

SiSSR of J 984) and most non-Soviet maps for larger regions in 

1!01e westem So\'iet Uruon do have latitude and longitude lines, 

bmt <lo not show small \'illages . However, these relatively few 

rrnaps with coordinates made it possible to determine roughly 

1\A·here Mikhno\' and Lyutarka should be and what ci ty was 

p11robably nearby: lzyaslav (l13RC.'laB) . Additional checking of 

Giazetteer no. 42 showed only one lzyaslav, sometimes gi\'en 

.. ~s lzyaslad , existed in Ukraine at the time of publication or 

evwn in the entire former Soviet Uruon, providing another way, 

a~ will apparent further on in tlus account, to link Demyan 

Poctnik's Mikhnov to this locality. However, at one point in the 

rc:!search, the process was complicated by finding that 

lz~ya. la\'/Jzyaslavl had for a long time been called 

Z;;a ·la\'/Zaslad, and that a city with this name, but "formerly 

lz::ya. lavl." st ill exists about 15 rrules northwest of t-.tinsk in 

Bcrlams. 

TI-he coordinates for Mikhnov and Lyutarka were close enough 

10 the boundaries of three provinces to make difficult the 

de-~cision about which province to focus on in the continuing 

se.arch. nus was the point at which data from the passport 

\'iS5a page would have been great to have, since the So\'iet 

aullhorization for the Pat ricks' visit to Mikhnov also named the 

proo\'ince. But without that help, it was a German map of the 

no:,rthern part of Ukraine which contained enough detail to offer 

ho11>e. lo scanning with a magnifying glass, I could see 

5ormethiog that looked like "Mikhnov." But its lines of 

lomgitude did not at all correspond to the ones I was seeking! 

4e:re I received a lesson in cartography from the reference 
I b • . 
1 u anart<; m the map room: some European cartographers use 

'itlrnc: r meridians than Greenwich Enl!land as the base meridian . - . 

f, 

for east/west placement. In this case, the base mc:ri<lian was 

the island of Ferro (in Spanish: Hierro) in the Canary Islands. 

For such maps, it is necessary to add the rounded figure of I 7 

degrees and 40 minutes to Greenwich-based measurements of 

east longitude. So now Mikhoov should be found at 33 <lc:grees 

and 22 minutes east (a degree consists of 60 minutes). And 

that is where the place I had spotted with the magnifying glass 

was. But it was in a densely-packed mass of place namc:s, the: 

print so small and difficult to make out, that I bad tn,uble 

feeling confident it was the sought-after village. And no 

Lyutarka! And still no clear indication about either the 

province or the district in which Mikhoov is located. Without 

this information, any further research about the village: itsdf 

and the surrounding countryside would be difficult . I still had 

to find Lyutarka and markings for provincial and district 

boundaries. But which one of three possible provinces to 

in,·estigate first? 

After some thought , I decided to look initially at all of the 

Library of Congress map holdings for Khmdnitskaya prn,·in.:c: . 

It didn't take long: there were only four. The first three I 

examined showed Mikhnov and Izyaslav -- I was in the: .:orrc:ct 

province -· but no L)'utarka. I was detcmnined to find both 

\'illages. On the fourth map, produced by the So,·iet Union's 

Main Administration of Geodesy and Cartography and printc:d 

in l\!oscow in 1983, both villages were plainly e\'idc:nt. The: 

search was over! (In recent months, I have obtained a new 

topographic map of Khmelnitskaya oblast. This one, publishc:d 

in 1972 in Kiev, is part of a set of maps produced by the 

fonner Soviet Military Topographical Directorate. It pro,·idc:s 

coverage for the entire Ukraine, province by province:. \\1ule 

it is wonderfully detailed. including Mikhoov and Lyutarka, it 

still lacks designation of latitudes and longitudes, evc:n with 

glasnost! Place names and explanations of symbols are in 

Russian. I purchased my copy from East View Publications in 

Minneapolis.) 

At the Library of Congress in December 1992, it was the 1983 

map that openc:,d the door for wider research. The map showed 

Mikhoov to be approximately seven to eight miles southwest of 

the city of Izyaslav. Three to four miles northeast of that city 

is Lyutarka. As the crow flies, the distance between Mikhnov 

and Lyutarka is less than 10 miles, though it is somewhat 

farther by highway. The entire locality is indeed in 

Khmelnitskaya province -- the northern part -- and within that 

province the locality is part of Izyaslavskii district, or raion. 

When indicating in his American passport that the village of 

Mikhnov was the intended destination of bis tra\'els, Richard 

Patrick included Izyaslavskii raion as part of the address. The 

city of Izyaslav is the administrative center of the raion. About 

45 to 50 miles to the south is the oblast capital, the city of 

FEEFHS, 4:2-~ (October 1996), p. 27 
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Kie\·. is part of a set of maps produced by the former Sovic:t 

~l ilitary Topographical Directorate. It pro\'ides coverage 

for the entire Ukraine, province by province. \\'hile it is 

wonderfully detailed, including Mikhno\' and Lyutarka, it 

::- till lad;s designation of latitudes and longitudes. e\·en with 

flasnos1! Place names and explanations of symbols are in 
Russian. I purchased my copy from East View Publications 

in ~linneapolis.) 

:\t the Library of Congress in December 1992, it was the 

19S3 map that opened the door for wider research. The 

m:ip showed Mikhno\' to be approximately seven to eight 

miles southwest of the city of Izyaslav. Three to four miles 

northeast of that city is Lyutarka. As the crow flies, the 

distance between Mikhno\' and L)lltarka is less than IO 

miles. though it is somewhat farther by highway. The 

entire locality is indeed in Khmelnitskaya pro\·ince -- the 

northern part -- and within that pro\'ince the locality is part 

l,f lzyaslavskii district. or raion. When indicating in his 

American passport that the village of Mikhno\' was the 

intended destination of his tra\'els, Richard Patrick included 

lzyasla\·skii raion as part of the address. The city of 

lzyasla\' is the administrative center of the raion. About 45 

10 50 miles to the south is the ohlast capital, the city of 

Khmelnitskii (on maps made in Gennany, this may he gi\·en 

as Chmelni,ki_j). 

A re-check of Gazetteer no. 42 confinned there were no 

,llher \"illages or towns by the exact name of Mikhnov in the 

Sovi::t Union. Almost certainly, this was the village the 

Pa1ricks had \·isited in 1959, the village where two nieces 

had their snapshot taken, the home village of Demyan 

Danilovi.:h Petruk. And only a few miles away was the 

\"illage of Lyutarka, where a niece and her husband bad 

h::en pictured. 

7\ow I could return with a feeling of assurance to pursue the 

hunt for additional infonnation about the locality of 

~1ikhno\'/Izyaslav/Lyutarka. 

A surprising amount of infonnation pro\'ed to be a\'ailable 

in printed sources in Olin Library at nearby Cornell 

Uni\'ersity about this part of Ukraine, thousands of miles 

away. Some particular sources are noted within the essay 

where relevant. Four general sources of importance are: 

Bolshaya Emsiklopediya [Large Encyclopedia], 

copyrighted in St. Petersburg in 1896 and published in 

unspecified years in the last part of the 1890's and the first 

years of the 20th century. Various volumes. Useful for 

data about Izyaslav and Izyaslavskii "uezd • (a tsarist 

FEEFHS, 4:2-3 (October 1996), p. 28 

administrati\'e-territorial unit approximately equi\'alent to 

county and pronounced oo-yezd) at the time when Demyan 

Pet ruck was a boy in Mik.hnov. (At that time the city and 

uezd were called Zaslav and Zaslavskii.) In Russian. 

Bolshaya SO\ ·erskaya Enrsiklopediya [Large Soviet 

Encyclopedia]. first edition, published in Moscow from the 

late I920's into the immediate post-World War II years. In 

Russian. 
Emsiklopedicheskii Slo\·ar [Encyclopedic Dictionary] ... n 

encyclopedia of 86 volumes, published in Russian in St. 

Petersburg and Leipzig by the firm of Brokgaus-Efron 

beginning in the I 980's. Popularly, this encyclopedia set i~ 

called "the Brokgaus-Efron." Various volumes from this s.:1 

have been valuable in presenting information and maps on 

the pre-Soviet period. 
Jsroriya Misr is Sil Ukrainskoi RSR: Kh111el11irska OblaSI 

[History of the cities and villages of the Ukrainian SSR: 

Khmelnitskaya province]. published din the Ukrainian 

language in Kiev in 1971 by the Institute of History of the 

Ukrainian Academy of Sciences. This is part of a 26-

volume set on the provinces of Ukraine. The specific 

volume provides an entire chapter on the Izyaslavskii 

dist rict. Wi thin the chapter are approximately se\·en pages 

on Mikhnov and several paragraphs on Lyutarka. 

This is what the \'arious sources say about the two \'1lla!!cs. 

the city of Izyaslav , and lzyaslavskii raion. 

The land surface in the central and northern Izyas)a\·skii 

district is a plain broken by hills . Many ponds, and at least 

one lake, along with brooks and small rivers arc: part of the 

landscape. All the soil is suitable for a~riculture: mainh· is - . 
the rich chernozem (black earth). 

~1ikhnov de\'e)opeci aiong the hanks of the Goryn. a shallo\\ 

stream which continues on to Izyaslav and then meanders 

over a hundred miles northward to joint the Pripet River. 

The latter flows east through marsh lands to its junction 

with the Dnieper (the major river of Ukraine) about 60 

miles north of Kiev. Near the point where the Pripet flows 

into the Dnieper is Chomobyl (Chernobyl in Russian), the 

area of the nuclear power station catastrophe in I 986. 

The first empire-wide census, taken in I 897 (incidentally. 

the year of Demyan Petruk's birth), puts Izyas)av's 

population at 12, 61 1, with a preponderance of males (7055 

to 556 females) , probably indicating that men came into the 

city to work while many of the \\'Omen stayed in the 

countryside to farm. By 1926, the city's population had 

dropped to I I, 707, almost certainly reflecting the losses 

I 
' . 
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brought in part by emigration and probably more 

significantly by ,,..ar, re\'olution, and famine. The city's 

population in the late l 950's, when the Patricks \'isited the 

area was probably slightly under 13,000; by 1970 it would 

reach between 14,000 and 15,000. 

At the beginning of the I 970's, when !story Mist i Sil ... 

K/1111e/11itska Oblast ,vas published, Izyaslav had only a fe 

in<lustrial enterprises: a creamery, a brickyard, and 

factories for production of furniture and musical 

in!>lruments. An illustration in that volume shows 

accordions were an important product -- perhaps the only 

product -- of the musical-instruments factory. 

Izyaslav (coordinates 50° 07' north, 26° 48' east) is on the 

rad line that connects the cities of Shepetovka and Temopol. 

Shepetovka is less than 20 rail miles to the northeast, while 

Temopol is approximately 65 miles to the southwest. Lvov 

i!:, about 70 miles west and slightly north of Temopol. 

~1ikhnov is a relatively large village, with a population 

ahout 1600 to 1700 at the time of the Patricks' visit. It has 

sun·ived war losses, ravages of famine and disease, the 

possible impact of purges , and the drain of population to 

urban industries. During the first decades of the present 

century . there was also migration abroad, of which Demyan 

Pctruk was a part. Like the city of lzyaslav nearby, it 

eems to quite a resilient settlement, both in this century and 

al!>o in its earliest history. 

:--1 ikhnov has been, and probably still is, the seat of a village 

soviet, or go\'emment council. 

Lyutarka, with only 600 to 700 people living there in the 

1960' s, is a much smaller \'illage. The economy of both 

,·illages seems to have continued to be heavily agricultural 

right into the last decades of the 20th century. 

The two villages being studied have been in existence for a 

long time. Mikhnov is mentioned in written records as 

early as 1519; Lyutarka as early as 1599. Izyaslav's story 

goes even farther back in time, perhaps to the first centuries 

of Russian history. There have been assertions that the city 

was founded by Prince Vladimir in 987 -- one year before 

he compelled the people of Kiev to accept Christianity from 

the Byzantine Empire. At the beginning of the 1960's, a 

Soviet archeologist, M. K. Karger, basing his conclusions 

on field research, posited the second half of the 12th 

century for the beginning of Izyaslav. He believes it was 

founded somewhat to the northeast of its present site by 

Prince Izyaslav Mstislav, from whom it deri\'ed its name. 

According to Karger, the city was totally destroyed during a 

raid by the Mongolian Tartars in 1241. Somewhere around 

the end of that century, the city rose again on the banks of 

the Goryn, at the place where it exists today. Othc:r sour,:c:s 

give dates in the 1300's for the city's beginnings. \\'hatc:,·c:r 

the date of origin, for time the princely state of Volynia, in 

which lzyaslav was located, was independent. By the 

beginning of the 1300's, however, Volynia was included 

within the princedom of Galicia. Then in the late 1300" s or 

early 1400's, Galicia was absorbed by the increasingly large: 

and powerful Lithuanian state. 

In the latter half of the lS00's, Lithuania, in tum, was 

absorbed by Poland. Izyaslav -- then called Zaslav, or at 

other times Zaslavl, a name it would continue to carry well 

into the twentieth century -- now came under the authority 

of the Polish kingdom. In 1594, the hierarchy of the 

Eastern Orthodox Church of Zaslav and neighboring lands 

accepted the supremacy of the Roman Pope. The formerly 

Eastern Orthodox Christians were permitted to continue to 

practice the Eastern Orthodox form of church service and to 

have married priests, but had to give allegiance to Rome. 

This hybrid church was known as "Uniate" or sometimes 

"Eastern Catholic" or "Greek Catholic." At about the time 

this occurred, an imposing Roman Catholic cathedral was 

erected in Zaslav. It was still standing in 1970 and 

probably continues to exist today, whether as functioning 

house of worship or not. I do not know. 

In the late 1640's and early 1650's, the inhabitants o f this 

region suffered heavy losses during the war waged by the 

semi-independent Ukrainian Cossacks under their hetman, 

or chief, Bogdan Khrnelnitskii (for whom Khmelnitskaya 

oblast has been named since 1954) against Polish overlords. 

In 1648, .Mikhnov had 40 houses; two years later, only 12 

were still standing. Though the Cossacks, allied with forces 

from Muscovy, were able to detach substantial parts of 

eastern Ukraine from Polish suzerainty, the area around 

Zaslav, including Mi.khnov and Lyutarka, remained under 

Polish authority and within the Polish state. In the latter 

part of the 17th century, as well as earlier, Mikhnov and 

lands around it also came under attack from the Crimean 

Tartars, who were allied with the Ottoman Turks in waging 

war against Poland. The village was often left in ruins, but 

was repeatedly rebuilt. 

The Ukrainian lands in this area of eastern Europe rc::mainc:d 

part of Poland until the late l 700's, when Catherine the 

Great master-minded three partitions that brought an end to 

FEEFHS, 4 :2-3 (October 1996) , p. 29 

.. 



r 

' t 
t 

I 

l 
\ 

C 

II RESEARCH ] 
the existence of the Polish state. h was di\'ided among 
Russia, Prussia, and Austria. 

The Second Partition (1793) seems to have established the 
Goryn as a segment of the boundary between truncated 
Poland and the Russian Empire. \\'hat was done about 
places such as Mikhnov, which may ha\'e straddled that 
li11le ri,·er. is unclear. In any case, in 1795 the Third 
Partition totally ended Poland's independence. All territory 
around Zasta,·. ~1ikhno,·, and Lyutarka was now definitely 
part of the Russian Empire. and these lands were included 
in the newly established Volynskaya gubemia. or province, 
with the city of Zbitom.ir as its administrati\'e center. 

In 1861. Mikhnov became the admi.nistrati\'e center of a 
peasant 0 \'olost" or to,,nship in Zasla\'skii uezd of 
\'olmska,·a !!ubemia, Alto!!ether 22 smaller villa!!es and . . ... ... -
settlements existed in that to,,nship. Ten years later, the 
Russian ~1inistry of Public Education opened an elementary 
school in Mikhnov. Both events were very probably related 
Ill new needs arising from the imperial decrees of the 1860's 
freeing the serfs. Surprisingly, no specific reference to the 
a.:-tual process of emancipation in this area appears in any of 
the sources I ha\'e seen. 

The fir st empire-wide census in 1897 re\'ealed Zasla,·skii 
()zy~}a\'skii) uezd was one of the most densely populah!d 
areas in Volynskaya gubemia. The tabulation also showed 
that in Zasta,·skii uezd. Ukrainians -- or Malo-ros (Little 
Russians) as they were called at that time by the Russians -­
constituted a large majority of the population -- 76.87 
percent. I much smaller numbers were Poles (7 percent) 
and Jews (13.28 percent - probably mainly in the uezd 
center). There were even some Germans. Brokgaus-Efron 
in I 694 referred to them as "German colonists.· (These 
hkely were German Mennonites who bad been encouraged 
by Volynian estate o,,ners earlier in the century to emigrate 
from West Prussia and elsewhere to farm their lands. 
Brokgaus-Efron reported Zaslavskii uezd had 979 Germans 
li\'ing in nine "colonies· in 1884.) 

When the Zaslav/Mikhnov/L)11tarka area became part of the 
Russian Empire at the end of the 18th century, it also came 
under the influence and pressure of the Russian Orthodox 
Church. A century later, most of the district's population 
had ceased to belong to the Uniate branch of the Roman 
Catholic Church and had now returned to the fold of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. In its entry of Zaslavskii uezd, 
Bolshaya Emsiklopediya in the late 1890's state that the 
majority of the population at that time was of Orthodox 
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faith. Existing in the district were 151 Russian Orthodox 
churches, one Russian Orthodox monastery, nine chapels for 
worship by non-Orthodox Christians (Uniates?), 93 other 
chapels (presumably for Orthodox Christian prayers), four 
Roman Catholic cathedrals, two Protestant churches 
(possibly for the German colonists), five synagogues, and 
24 Jewish prayer houses. 

ln the late l 890's and into the beginning of the twentieth 
century, when Demyan was small boy growing up in 
Mikhnov, the area's main crops were rye, oats, winter 
wheat, and potatoes. Commercial cultivation of sugar bec!ts 
had also begun. In the district as a whole, that crop was 
sufficient to justify the operation of a sugar refinery. hs 
exact location is not noted in the sources l have consultc!d, 
but it was big enough to be described as the largest 
industrial enterprise in the entire district, employing more! 
than 1600 workers, probably mainly on a seasonal basis. 
Seasonal or not, the peasants of Zaslavskii district were 
being brought into the world of factory work right in their 
own locality. 

In 1905, much of the Russian Empire experienced 
revolutionary movements in both the cities and the villagc!s. 
Mikhnov also bad its revolutionary events. On May 22 of 
that year, day laborers from that village, and possibly also 
peasants from neighboring villages, struck in protest against 
low wages and working conditions in commercial sugar-beet 
cultivation and possibly also in the refinery. The strike 
continued until June 12. A book published by Cornell 
University Press in 1987, Proletarian Peasams: the 
Re,·olurio11 of 195 in Russia's Southwest. tells about the 
strikes and arson on the sugar-beet farms and in sugar 
refineries of the Ukrainian provinces south and west of thi: 
city of Kiev. Robert Edelman, the book's author, belie,·c!s 
there were fewer disturbances in Volynskaya gubemia than 
in the two neighboring provinces (see his pages 92-108). If 
so, the strike in the Miknov area may have been an 
exception to relative calm elsewhere in the province. 

In this research on Mikhnov and its surroundings, only one! 
official document bas been directly available for the period 
of Demyan Petruk's youth. This is a school-leaving 
certificate issued in 1908 to a now deceased West Warren, 
Massachusetts, friend of the Patrick family, I van Melnik. h 
attests to his satisfactory completion of the curriculum in a 
primary school in the village of Mikhnov. It was the type 
of primary school that offered three or at most four years of 
education. Perhaps several such schools were functioning in 
the village, but it is possible that the one ~stablishcd in 1871 
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